1/3/41
l/S/hl

1/9/41

N

3

1/11/41 4

1/11/41
1/1%/41
1/17/41
1/18/41

1/22/4%1
1/24/4%1

1/25/41
1/26/41
1/27/41
1/27/41

1/31/41

5
6
7
8

10

11
12
13
1%

15

2/2)#1 116

2/4/41

2/7/41

17

18

Index January - June

1941

Celebrations at opening of three new parks

Opening ceremonies for ice and roller rinks at Flush-
ing Meadow

Bids for lighting of Flushing Meadow Park

Bids for general construction, lighting, and planting
City Park in Brooklyn

Ice skating exhibitlion in Flushing Meadow Park
Highbridge play center activities extended to adults
New Jersey State Building in Flushing Meadow

Finals of National Indoor 8ingles Paddle Tennis Champ~
ionships

Flushing Meadow roller and ice rink events

Bids for plumbing and ventilating and electrical work on
swimming pool in New York state building, Flushing Mea-
dow Park

Three new pelicans to replace old-timer
Pedestrian Overpass 148th Street
Dodge Statue~-Bryant Park

Memorial Flagpoles Central Public Library and Mitchel
Square .

N

Bids for improvement of Jacod Riiséiark

Bids received in connection with improvement of Flush-
ing Meadow Park east of Grand Central Parkway extension
between the Iong Island RR and Horace Harding®d Boulevard

Bids received on lighting part of Flushing Meadow Park
between Long Island RR and Horace Harding Boulevard eatt
of Grand Central Parkway extension :

Schedule for demonstartion of recreational activities in
various gumnasiums and indoor pools, Feb, 7~19

2/17/%1 19 Memorandum on Park Department Budget Request for 1941-42

2/20/41

2/22/41

20

21

Awards for city-wide contest in snow seulpture and archi-
tecture.

Schedule for National Indoor Singles Paddle Tennis Champ-
ionship, February 22, 1941



1941 continued

3/5/%1
3/7/M1
3/8/41
3/120/M41
3/10/k1
3714 /41

3/14 /41
3/16/41

3/17/%1
3/18/41

3/21/%1

3/25/41
3/27/41
b/1/41
W/2/41
k/2/41
4/2/h1

L/8/41

22
23
24
25
26
27

28
29

30
31

32

33
34
35
36
384
37

39

Bids for improvement of Flushing Meadow Park in area
adjoining N.Y. State Exhibition Building

Bronze plague placed on west face of base of QObelisk
in Central Park--Cleopatra's needle

Announcement of Tri-State Indoor Speed Ice Skating
Championships, March 9, 1941

Supplementary Statement with Beferénce to Castle Garden
as an immigration station

Explanation of 1847 Board of Emigration Commissioners
and its makeup.

Announcement of completion of reconstruction at Owen
F. Dolen Park, the Bromnx

Announcement of seasonal golf and temnis permits

Completion and opening of new playground east of the
Fort Hamilton High School

Schedule of recreational activitles at three parks

Bids opened for testing data in connection with bridge
consturction at Marine Park in Staten Island

Bids received for construction of bridge over Grand

Central Parkway Extension plus paving and landscape
work

Bids opened for further improvement of Flushing Meadow
Park

Two flagpoles--Fifth Avenue side N.Y. Public Library
-=Memorial to James Purroy Mitchel

Anniversary of opening of 12 Park Department play-
grounds to be celebrated by Birthday Pary programs

Regulations for planbing of trees in New York
Announcement that 138,926 people have used roller and
ice skating rinks in ﬁlushing Meadow Park since January
{missing)

Bids for contract for slope protection on Cross Bay
Boulevard

$1ds for transplanting 60 trees from construction area



1941 continued

h/8/M1
4/10/41

L/10/41,
L/12/41
h/12/4)
4/1% /41
4/18/41
4/19/41

L/19/41
L/22/41
L/23/41

L/23/41
L/25/41
L/27/41
b/28/41
/28/41

4/29/41
k/30/41

39
Lo

hi

hg

%3
Lk
kg
46

47
48
49

50
51
52
53
5

55
56

Opening of Easter Flower Exhibit on April 11

Bids for construction to Connection Highway at In~
tersection with Grand Central Parkway Extension

Bids for pairing, drainage and grading of part of South
Service Road of érand Central Parkway

Schedule of events such as tournaments and athletie
meets for spring season of 1941

Completion and opening of playground at Avenue E in
Brooklyn

Bids for slope protection work on Cross Island section
of Belt Parkway

After April 20, ice skating discontinued at City Build-
ing, Flushing Meadow Park

Breetion of chain link fence and 1500:bleachers at
City Building, Flushing Meadow Park

Finels of One Act Plays contest on Apyil 20 at 2 pm
General Worth obelisk cleaned after 8% years

Opening of new playground and athletlc field West
Avenue, West 5 th Street, Ocean and Belt Parkways

7th Annual Champlonship in Barber Shop Quartet on
Mall, Central Park Jume 19

Opening of blds on 2 contracts for alterations to N.J.
Building on former World's Fair site

Two steel flagpoles and plagues as memorial to Jehn
Purroy Mitchel, former N.Y. City Mayor completed

Completion of developing lake area in Crocheron Park
West

Bids at U.S. Engineers office for work dredging Great
Kills Harber, Staten Island

Contract for lighting part of Flushing Meadow Park-Queens

Flagpoles and plagues as memorial of Mitchel completed
(already released above 4/27/41)



1941 continued

5/1/4%1

5/1/41
5/1/%1

5/2/4%1

5/4/ 41
5/7/41
5/9/41
5/9/%1
5/19/41
5/20/41

5/20/41
5/22/41

5/23/41

5/23/41
5/23/41

5/26/%1
5/28/41
5/29/41

57

58
59

60

61

162

63

6l

65

66

67
68

68

70
7.

72
73
74

Opening of Claremont Inn on Riverside Drive for dinner
and daneing

Recreation area in PPFpspeet Park completed

Children of 20 Park Department playgroumnds celebrate
anniversary of their official opening.

Contract bids opened for electrlca} work and heating
facilitles for alteration of former New Jersey Bulld-
ing at Flushing Meadow

Gowans Parkway Extension of Belt Parkway progressing;
linkage with Third Avenue discussed

Ex~Governor Alfred E., Smith arrangements for donation of
five elks to Central Park Zoco

gpeﬁing of pitch and putt golf course at Jaceb Riis
ar

Spring summer sehedule for Roller Rink at New York
City Building at Flushing Meadow

Completion of city-wide tree planting program dis-~
cussed

Announcement of "tennis elinié” schedule sponsored by
Parks Department and U,S. Lawn Tennis Association

Reopening of Tavern-On-the-Green announced

Discussion in letter from Robert Moses of the ¢lassifi-
cation by e¢ourt ruling of Stuyvesant Park

oAnnouncement of Model Sail and Motor Boat rgces at Con-
servatory Lake, 72nd Street and Fifth Avenue

Announcement of Spring-Summer schedule of puppeteers

Announcement of City-wide finals of annual marble tour-
nament made

Opening of 16 outdoor swimming pools announced
Opening of three new play areas in Fores Park, Queens

Announcement of schedule (summer) of four Naumberg Mem-
orial Coneerts to be held on the Mall, Central Park



1941 continued

5/30/41 75 Opening of permanent boathouse facilities of John Jay
Pool announced

5/30/41 76 Announcement of four independent series of outdoor
concerts by the Geldman Band, Navumberg Orchestra, Ama-
teur City Symphony Orchestra, and the New York City
WPA Federal Music Project. Schedule attached.

5/30/%1 77 BErection of statue of Peter Stuyvesant in Stuyvesant
Square Park announced. Disecussion of history of statue,

8/2/41 7 Annual "Learn fo Swim'" campaign begi .
%41 ;’5 Anive S&r%%?&ﬁ%lﬁ?ﬁ’eﬁmf 1%&&33 %&ﬁ%%’(’:'elebrated
6/4/41 = Ceremonies will take place in connection with statue of Peter
Stuyvesant presentation.
6/4/41 Ble (2nd release - note to disregard first one) ceremonies will take place in
connection with presentation of statue of Peter Stuyvesant by Netherland-
America foundation,
6/6/4 2  Installation of 3 small marginalp playgrounds begun with W. P, A.
in Washington Square Park
6/5/4L 3 Recreation building and comfort station Seward Park
6/5/41 A  New playground in Brooklyn
6/5/41 ¢  Reconstruction of playground at St. Catherine's Park compieted
6/6/4L g6 Finals of the handball tournament in North Meadow
8/6/41 @7 Second conert of the Childrens Orchestra
6/6/41 $1s Boys and Girls citywide athletic meet at Triborough Stadium
6/8/41 8% Opening of the first section of the bicycle path
6/12/40 N Finals of barbershop quartet contest
6/13/41 96  Redesigning of play area or reservoir completed
6/13/41 Qt schedule of special events for summer season
6/14/41 Q2 Reconstruction of Inwood Hill Park playground completed
6/16/41 Q%  Softball games at Riis Park to start
6/18/41 G4 2 new recreation areas completed in Queens
6/20/41 4  Completion of new playground in Central Park
6/20/4 q¢  Dance festival on Sheep Meadow
6/21/41 Q9  Opening of John J. Murphy Playground
6/21/41 9% Pools open later due to heat wave
6/22/41 95 Northern s ction of Bronx Park completed
6/23/4 e New playground at Steinway Street
6/24/41 1o Work completed at Betsy Head Park
6/25/41 1ag2 New playground on Bronx River Parkway opened
6/26/41 o4 Barbershbp quartet singing championship
6/27/41 o4 — Announcing article on J 4 Nes Beach to appear in Sat. Evening Post
6/27/4l 105 - Compbiitigh letion of reconstruction of Park in Brooklyn
6/28/4l 106 —Roller skating rink closed for season
8/28/41 187 —Largest tennis tournament to date started June 23
6/29/4l 6% ~The care of newly planted street trees
<5 8/30/41 L o9 First of nine concerts by City Amateur Symphony Orchestra starts July L



FOR RELEASE Monday
- June 30, 1941 .

The Department of Parks. ammounces that the first of a series
of nine concerts by the City Amateur Symphony Orchestra, with Hon.
Leopold Prince as conductor, will be given on the Mall, Central Park,
Tuesday, July 1, at 8:30 P, M. |

The program for this opening concert will include well known
selections, by Beethoven, Shubert, Gounod, and Tschaikowsky.

Four more concerts of this series will also be given on the
‘Mall, Central Park, on consecubive Saturday evenings - July 5, 12, 19
and 26 Iat B:30 P. M.

The remaining concerts will be presented on successive Sunday
evenings at the Music Grove, Prospect Park, Brooklyn, beginning July &

and continuing through July 27.



DEPARTMENT OF PARKS
ARSENAL, CENTRAIL PARK : FOR RELEASE Sunday,

TEL. REGRNT 4-1000 June 29, 1941

SUMMER CARE OF NEWLY PLANTED
STREET TREES

The Department of Parks amounces that the need of water
and cﬁltivation of newly planted street trees during the dry periods
of the sunmsi months is most important.

Many young trees are found to be suffering from lack of
water and culbivation., In some cases, because pf the presence of
curbs, sidewalks and paved streets, such trees receive the benefit
of only a smmll portion of the natural rainfall.

| A newly planted tree should be watered at least three times
a week, especially on hot summer days. Two pails of water applied
each _time at sunset is sufficient for the average young troee.

To assure deep penetration of thé water, the surface soil
of the tree pit should be locsened with a hoe or rake to make a good
earth mulch, -This should be done every week during the summer to
prevent hard packing of the soil over the roots. Where the tree is

- provided with a grating, the latter should be lifted out and the
gcil loosened at frequent periods.

Bvery eoffort by the property owner should be put forth to

insure the good health and life of the newly planted tree,

/Og . ****.
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DEPARTMENT OF PARKS '
ARSENAL, CENTRAL PARK FOI’ Release Saturday

TEL. REGENT 4—1000 June 28, 1941

The largest tennis tournament ever held in the metropolitan area
got under way on Monday, June 23rd, when the Juniors started play for the
Borough Championships. The men's singles and doubles will start Saturday,

June 28th and the women's singles and doubles on July 4th., Nearly twenty-
four hundred men, women and juniors entered the preliminary round held on all
of the park courts. Park champions were crowned in the Junior singles, men's
singles and doubles an& the women's singles and doubles. The eight gquarver-
finalists in each park tournsment qualified for the borough championships.
City-wide publi.c parks borough tenmnis chempionships are conducted amnuvally
by the Department of Parks as a part of the Annual Sports Tournament.

The eight quarter-finalists in each borough will qualify for the
city-wide finals to be held at Randall's Island, beginning July 19th.

In the Bronx, the men will play at Mullaly Park, while the wcn:;len and
jusiors play at St. James Park. Brooklyn will see the men at McKinley Park
and the women and juniors will use Fort Green Park. Marhattanites can see
their favorites on the Central Park courts. Queens, the scene of so many
matches ¢of national and international flavor at Forest Hills, has only to0
travel to Forest Park to watch the men and Alley Pond Park for tfxe women and
juniors., Staten Island has held their elimination rounds st Walker Park and
are awaiting the city finals. |

Manhattan with seven hundred and twenty—two entrants has the largest
group of all five boroughs. Quesns is next with five hundred and forty-two,
while the Bronx and Brooklyn follow with four hundred and ninety-five and
four hundred and sixty-one respectively. Richmond, the smallest of all
boroughs, contributed its share of one hundred and sixty-eight. |

Never in the history of Public Parks Tournaments have so many stars
entered; included in tl;e list ars players of national prominence - such as
Helen Geraine, MNational Public Parks Chempion, Municipal Public Parks
Champion for the past eight years, finalist in the N. Y. State Chempionship
last week and finalist in the New Jersey State Championship, now baing
conducted ab Hackensack, New Jersey. Miss Betty Grimes, finalist in girl's
junior metyopolitan tenmnis championship, now being held at Jackeon Heights;
Natacha Irwin, holder of the Bronx and metropolitan singles chempionships

y D Y\ and the most outstanding feminine performmer in the Bronx,



-

In the men's division some of the outstanding piayers are
Vincent Paul of Queens, who has been playing in tournaments all through the
winter and spring. In the eastern Floride championships, held during the
winter months, he took a set from Bobby Riggs. Bill Lurie,finalist. with
Hartman ilast year and thrée times the winner of the Metropolitan Public Parks
Championship; Al Doyle, seeded in the National Public Parks 'I‘ournamenf;
Jerry Normen, seeded star in the American Lawn Tennis Association and former
doubles chempion in this division; Ernie Xoslon, former N.Y.U. Captain,
New York State Intercollegiate Champion, a conqueror of Jean Boratra and
Frank Bowden in indoor play, former na_tionally ranked junior players;

Koslon plays a smart game, the result of experience in so many championship

_matches and is expected to extend anyone who tries to defeat him. Saul

Slepser, wimer in the Junior Division last year, number two msn of the

City College Temnis Squad and quarter finalist in the men's singles last year,
is in tournament form and should g far. This spring, he was recommended by
the Junior Davis Cup Committee of the Eastern Lawn Tenpis Association, for
further coaching by George Agutta, at the West Side Tennis Club,

The junior division looks like the Interscholastic Championships
replayed. Harold Levine will be fighting to retain his Bronx Junior Crown,
Paul Rockwalski, Boys High School star and undefeated in P.S.A.L. competition
is slaeted to retain his in Brooklyn., Out in Queens, Leonard Ericksson of
Flushing is expected %0 find stiff competition in retaining his Queens crown
from Tom Burke, number one netter from the Queens P.S.A.L. Championshiﬁ
Newtown team, In Central Park, Mel Kahn, present title holder, is expected
to move through to a repeat performance without much opposition.

Trophies have been donsted by the Park Association of New York City

snd will be presentsd to the winners.

oW ok ok K
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DEPARTMENT OF PARKS
ARSINAL, CENTRAL PARK FOR RELEASE Baturday,

TEL. REGENT 4-1000 , June 28, 1941

The Park Department announées that afber the
evening session at the City Building, Flushixig Meadow Park
on Sunday night, June 29, the roller skating rink will be
closed for the summer season.

Since the combined ice and roller skating rinks
were opened on Jamuary 12, 1941, 174,943 people have availed
themselves of these facilities. During the free pericds
held each Saturday morning, 20,747 children attended the
sessions. |

The roller rink will reopen early in September

and the ice rink in October.

ol Aok
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DEPARTMENT OF PAR?

ARSENAL. CENTRAL PARK
TiEL, REGENT 4—1000

. - . [E - [ ]

Sy

.

oy
4/‘-7; e
!\ Friday
or Release

June 27, 1941

/06

d} 77‘-’*&/’/ : The Department of Parks announces the completion of work in e
4
I¢ ﬂﬁ({/ {} connection with the reconstruction of a playground on Prospect Avenue between

#
. fi Fort Hamilton Parkway and Greenwood Avenue in the Borough of Brooklyn.

‘}, ?A ' This rectangular plot, slightly more than 1 acre in area, extends
{t:vql(’ :
A

'@/'V transferred from the Board of Transportation to the Department of Parks in

374 feet along Prospect Avenue and is 130 feet deep. The proverty which was

1934 %o be opened as a playground on a permit basis was provided with court
games, a wading pool, kindergarten and playzround ap_paratus, drsinage, paving,
floodlighting, fencing and plenting. It was partially completed and opensd
to the public on Decamber 19, 1935, The Board of Transportation reserved a
50 foot wide underground easement, for subway purposes, which runs diagonally
through the property.

The originasl plan of develorment has now been completed. A standard
brick comfort station has been added to the waeding pool and kindergarten area
at the north end of the development., It is also convenient to the single
entrance from Prospect Avenue and %o the large'open play area at the south end.
This formerly earth surfaced, fence enclosed compartment which is subdivided
by a string of typical playground apparatus ‘along the west boundary and four
hendball courts at the extrome south end hag been completely {epave& with
smooth bituminous macadam. A new drain inlet and a 136 foot vitrified.tile
sewer line have been added for niore efficiont drainage of the new nley surface.

The west half of the 25 foot wide sidewalk area between the Prospect
Avenue curb and the east property line fence has been paved with bituminous
macadam except for a 20 foot strip on each side of the playground sntrance
which has been surfaced with precast concrete blocks. A rTow of thirteen
Norway Maple trees, 2-1/2"-3" in diemeter have been planted in this panel
immediately adjacent to the existing concrete sidewalk whickh reaches to the
curb. The spotting of these supplementary trees alternates centrally between
the existing street trees and the playground border trees which are opposite
each other. A row of eleven 4-unit wood and conerete benches have been
centered between the new trees against the property line Tence.

Repairas to the existing chain link fence, resetiing entrance gates,
removal and resetting of existing concrete block paving and replacement of a
maidenhair forn tree adjacent to the wading pool were included in the worik.

All work was performed by the Work Projects Administration from
_ialans prepared by the Department of Parks. In 1934 there were 119.playgrounds
in the five boroughs; 56 of these have been reconstructed. At the present

time there are 428 in the Park System.



LONG ISLAND STATE PARK COMMISSION
BEIMONT LAKE SPATE PARK
BABYION, L. I., N. Y,

r

June 27, 1941

FOR IMMEDIATE RELBASE:

An article on Jones Beach State Park entitled: "New

_ Swinmint' Hole", has been scheduled to appear in the July 5

issue of the Saturday Evening Post. The article which is ace
companied by a two-page spread of full color photographs will

be of particular interest to Long Islend residents.

END
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MEMORANDUM . s

DEPARTMENT OF PARKS ™ :

B CITY OF NEW YORK
FROM COMMISSIONER MOSES: June 25, 1941 3
SUBJECT: :

ed Release- Crotona | ’fig'f

L]

This release i8 all right, but how about

trying one or two airplane pictures which show the whole
. .

Park or the greater part of it?
e
We ought to get out first rate pictures

of as big an improvement as this.

RM:HT . COMMISSIONER
Attachs. : '
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' DEPARTMENT OF PARKS 2EAL i:' i
ARSENAL, CENTRAL PARK Y ':- . SRR SN
TEL, REGENT 4—1000 \ 5 : I For Release :

The Departssnt of Parks announdes the sompletion and opaning of seven
new sargival playgrounds, 4hres resonstmeted playgrounds, s ¢hildren's hl;: |
garden axd w0 somfors stasions in COrotoma Park, The Bronx. These playgroumds
represent part of & largse program of park resomstruction which will be completad
this full,

Orotona Park is one of the moat heavily used parks in the City. FPrier
%0 the stard of rebabilisation work the pressure of a congeated neipghrorhood had
overflowsd play aress oo the pgﬂ: lawne, infuring the vegstedion, cansing ere-
sicn and minlature dust storss thur destroying the usefulness of the aree,

The first mjor effort %0 provide mush needed Tesrestion facilities
and restore the somnic values of the perk was $the gonstruction of & swimming pool
in 1936 togethar wisk the rebadilitation of ths adjoining unis of park land lying
between Fulton and Crotona Avemmes., In the following years ¥wo new playgrounds
were laid out slong Crotons Park East end various other minor improvenats wers
e

Plans for the present project, smbracing ths complete resonstruction of
ihomac seotions of the park were prepared sarly in 1940 by the Departowed
of Parke and the w2k was started shortly tharazfSer by the Work Frojeots Adminis
trations 7The main festures of this work include the follewing it emsg

Ten additional marginel playgrounds

Regonstruction of thw ¢hildren's furm gardess

Pour bassdall dismonds with gonoxete blsachers

One sof $dall 4dieconi with consrete dlescher
Construction of a wall around the lake

A boat houss and eonsessicn building on the lakesids

Thirteen double handball eourts
Regonstruckion of athletio f£isld on Crotonm Park Horth



Demolition of many ousworn pashe end rosdwaye aa' AORNE A0
tion of a somplets aew path system with ouwrbds,
ssphaltic pavenent, steps, rappe, denches, lights,
fmm; sto,.

Ganerel reconstruction of the park storm drainege system

isndsosping of $he sntire park insludi ng new topsoil and
: planting of 2860 new trees, 18,000 ghrubs and lswns.

Realigmant of the south anéd of Crotons Avemus within the
park, for better traffio eiroulatiom,

The mly sestion of the park which remains untouched by the mrrent
oparations is $he ared siong Third Avemue $o the north of Fast _3.75 Strest,

This mection gontains the 0ld Borough Hall which should be dmolised. Repesked
reagquestz 40 the Board of Zetimete for assignment of this %o the Park Departwmmk
have besu rafused.

The reconstraction of Orotons Park represents & major effers in the
park improvement £ield snd when sompleted its results will de imoreasingly sppre~
olated as the new plent growih besomes eatadlished and 4he various reareaiiosal
fasilftios attain their ful) usse,

ALl ik was parfeormed by the Werk Pro jests Administration frem plane
prepared byﬂnnqm ,of Paxks. In 1934 there wexe 119 playgrounds in tle
five boroughe} éfg‘or thene tave bhemm resonstrucied. At present theve axe

42X playgrounds in the Paxk rstem.

* k%
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pEPARTMENT'OF PARKS
ARSENAL. CENTRAL PARK
) Tei. REGENT 4—1000

- For Releasei"i—:ﬁ%‘
| ;a/u. 275K
The Departwent of Parks smnnounces the completion and opening of seven
new ﬂrgi.nal- playgrounds, three reconstrueted playgrounds, a children's ram‘
garden and two comfort statioms'in Crotona Park, The Bronx. Thess playgrounds
represent pe.r'b' of & larger program of pafk reconstruction ihich.will be ecomploted
this fall. "
Crotona Perk is one of the most heavily used parks in the City. Prior
to fhe start of rehabilitation work the preasure of a congested neigaborhood had
overflowed play areas onto the park lawns, injuring the vegetablion, causing ero-
sion and minieture dust storme thus destroying the uzefulness of the area.
The Tirst mejor effort to provide much needed recreation facilities
and restore the scenic valuss of the park was the construction of a swimming pool
in 1936 together with the rehabilitation of the adjoining uwnit of park land lying
between Fulion amd Crotona Avemres., In the following yeers two new playgrounds
were laid out along Crotona Park Esst and various other minor improvements were
made. | |
Plaps for the present pfojoct, embracing the camplete recenatmefion of
the ramaining sectiona of %he p#rk wore prepared sarly in 1940 by the Departmext
of Parks and the work was §tartod shortly thereafter by the le_rk Projects Adminis-
. _tre:kioﬁ. The meain features of this work includs the following it omas
Ton additional marginsl playgrounds
Reconstruction of the children's farm gardene
Four bdaseball diamonds witk concrete blsachara
One sof thall diamond with ooncrete bleacher
Construction of & wall around the lake
A bvoat house and c¢oncession bullding on the lakeside

Thirteon double handball eourts _
Recomstrection of athletic £ield on Crotons Park North



i
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Demolition of many outworn paths and roadways and comnstruc—

: tion of a complete new path system with surbs,
asphaltic pavement, steps, ramps, benches, lights,
fmim’ etec.

Gensral recomstruction of the park stomm drainage system -

Landscaping of the entire park including new topsoil and
planting of 2800 new trees, 18,000 shribs and lawns.

Raaligmsnb of the south snd of Crotona Aveme within the
park, for better traffic circulation.

The only secetion of the park which remains untoucked by the current

_ oparations is the area along Third Averme to the north of Zast 17% Street,

This section contains the old Borough Hell which should be demolished. Repested
requesis to the Boerd of Hstimate for essignment of thia to the Park Department
have been refused,

The reconstruction of Crotona Park represests a major effort in the
park improvement field and when completed its resulis will de incressingly appre-

ciated as the aew plant gzrowth becomes ostablishod and the warious recreational

racilities attaln their full use,

All work was performed by the Work Projects Administration from plans
prepered by the Department of Parks. In 1934 there were 1ll% playgrounds in the
five boroughs; of these have been recomstrucied. At present there are

playgrounds in the Park aystem,

* & &
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DEPARTMENT OF PARKS

ARSENAL, CEVTRAL PARK FOR RELEASE Thursday,
TEL. REGENT 4-1000 : June 26, 1941 -

The 7%h A.nnual city-wide chami)ionship in Barber Shop Quartet Singing
will take place on the Mall, Central Park, 7lst Street and Center Drive, Thursday,
June 26th, at 8:30 P, M. In the event of rain the contest will be held in the
auditorium of the Museum of Natural History, 79th Street and Central Park West,
New York City.

All of the old gang will be there. Brothers Mark Hawley, Ben (rauer,
Harry Von Zell and George Hicks, radio announcers, will be on hand to give some
well~known renditions. They will appear under the title "Hawley's Tonsorial
Twitterbugs®. "Tle Southernaires®, famous radio quartet, also members of the
SBociety for the Preservation and Encouragement of Barber Shop Q,uértet_Singing in
America, will be on hand to greet" the thousands who bave followed this contest
around the city.

The judgss are composed of genuine experts in the field of song and
others who have qualified through past service. Fred Waring, the best xnown or-~
chestra leader in the. country, famous for his glee club and orchestra, has heen

~ invited to participate as a judge. Some of his co-workers in the judges® bvox are
Mayor laGuardia, Governor Al Smith, Park Commissioner Moses, Harry Barmhart, the
vocal instructor, Jack Norworth and Geoffrey O'Hera, song composers, George E. Rea,
president of the New York Curb Exchenge, Frank W. Smith, president of the Consoli-
dated Edison Company, Paul Winslow of the Taconic State Park Commission, and James
F, Evans,. secretary of the State Council of Parks. |

During the past two weeks, the preliminaries were held in each of the
five borougha. After listening to a rendition of such popular barber shop ballads
as: "Dear 0ld Girl"; *Let Me Call You Swestheart™; "Mandy Lee"; "Sweet Adeline",

.and many other songs made famous by the harmonizers of the old tonsorial parlors

in the early part of the present 'century, the judges of the respective borough



>

. e *

-.2.-

contests decided that 18 quartets qualified for the city-wide finals on June 26th.
This selection was predicated on a comprehensive variety of factors including
rhythm, intonation, tone guality, diction, precision, dynamics, wice blending,
harmonic originality, phrasing, costume and stage presence.

These 18 groups of balladeers are composed of men drawn from every walk
of life embracing commercial, industrial, social and civic organizations.

We will have the old faithful winners in previous contests éuch as the
"5t . Mary's Horseshoers" and the Police Department Quartet. In addition to these,
we will have real harmony presented by quartets who have taken such names as the
"Brass Rail Four®, "Four Tune Hunters", "Three Sharps and a Flat®, "The Harmon-
izers", "Grand Central Red Caps", and "The City of Light Four®™.

Each quartet will be permitted to sing two numbers which they must
choose from the approved list of appropriaﬁe barbeér shop ballads, The time of
both songs shall not exceed eight minutes duration. |

Handsoms prizes of substantial walue will be awarded to each member of
the gquartets which attain first, =econd snd third place., In addition, the wiming
quaftet will represent New York City at the Nationals, scheduled for 8t. Louis,
on July 3, 4 and 5.

Commnity singing will precede the contest from 8:00 to 8:30 P.M, undar

the leadership of Harry Barnhart. Music for the evening's embtertaimment will be

 furnished by the Park Department Band. The public address system will be supplied

by the Municipal Broadcasting Station WNYC, Various portions of the program will
be broadcast according to the following time schedule: WNYC - 8:30 to 93115 P. M.;

WMCA. -~ 9:00 to 9315 P. M.; WEVD ~ 10:00 to0 10:30 P, M.

* % ¥ k
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DEPARTLINT OF PARKS
ARSENAL , CENTRAL PARK
TEL, REGENT 4-1000

The Department of Parks announces the campletion of a

small childrents playzround on the ripght of way of the Dronx

River Parkway opposite Bast 227th Street, This new facility will
be opened to the nublic on €'I§Qnesday, June 25th,
: The new development covers an area of about two aéres
in the sloping lawn between the Parkway and ‘the 3ronx River,
The pleyground iieelf is seni-circular in sheape, conteins various
items of play apperatus including ewings, slides, see-saws, jungie
I sand pit and a shower basin, énd is peved with bituminous
material, It is fonced with chain link fabric for - PRrposes of
control and s mumber of trees have been plarited inside the azfea.
’ to provide shade, Numerous beaches have been provided adjacent
td the boum,iary fence for paz;ents and guardisns watching the
play activities, The nearest street entrance is at Zast 226th
Street where traffic lights enable pedestfians to eross Bronx
Bouleverd in safety, With the construction in the ueer future
of the Bronx River Parkway o the wost of this playground imch
of this traffic will be taken off Bronx Doulevard, A sz-:kéll brick
~structure in the park slope near the antfance %o the pleyground
will be used for storage of tools by the Park Liaintenance forces.
| ALl work veaé performed by the Work Projects ._ﬁ.dministration
frop plans prapared by the ﬁepqrhmnt of fwké. This new facility _

brings the total number of playgrounds in the Perk syatem to 428,

In 1934 there weve 119 playgrounds in the five boroughs,

* * * *
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DEPARTMENT OF PARKS ' .
' ARSENAL. CENTRAL PARK For Release__tugspax

THL, REGENT 4—-1000 : June 24, 1941

The Department of Parks announces the completion of work iﬁ
the south section of Betsy Head Park, Brooklyn, The project was under-
taken to rehabilitate a worn-out area and to improve sad greatly increase
the regreation facilities, Inecluded in the eignt asnd a quarter aére nlot
hounded by Livonia and Dunont Avenues, Strauss Street and Liopkinson Avenue
is & swinuing pool, a faniliar object in the neighborhood for many years,
but which was completely rebuilt aend »rovided with a ney bathhouse four
years ago. Certain inconnleted iters remsining in the pool enclosure
were scheduled for correction in the current work project and the Beisy
Head Pooi with its various facilities and mechanical equipment, is now
completely up-to~date,

The remsinder of the »lot, to the west of the nool has been
entirely reconstructed to meet the needs of a district well supnlied
with children and young seonle and undernriveleged in the matter of play
areas, The new plan, desizned by the Denartment of Parks, called for tie

. reconstruction of the vaseball dianond, footvall field and running track,
which have been provided with a set of concrete bleachers to seat 1500
spectators., A .softball diamiond hag aiso been ndded to this field , and
surrounding the cinder running track a teu foot wide roller sikating track
with bituninous asphalt vaverent lias been installed, iIandball facilities
have been doubled by tlhe eddition of four new courts, A new comnfort sta-
tion has been built at the corner of Strauss Street and Livonis Avenue,

A basketball and volley ball court and two horseshoe nitches are also
features of the new plan,

The various areas are segresated by chain link feancing, trees
have been planted around the borders, nwierous bencies have been added
and the surrounding street sidewalks have been rebuilt, The Betsy Head
playground will serve chiefly the needs of adolescents and young adults
and has been designed to withstand wear and tear, 1o make possible ef-
fective control and supervision by the »park recreafion stalff and facilitate
routine maintenance,

Construction was carried out by tie Work FProjects Administration
ffom plans prepared by the Department of Parks. In 1934 ?here were 119
playgrounds in the five boroughs 55 of which have been redesigned or re-
constructed, At the present time there are 427 playgrounds in the Park

system,
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ARSENAL, CENTRAL PARK Juné 25, 1941
TEL. REGENT 4—10C0O )

The Department of Parks amnounces the completion and opening
of a new playground at Steimway Street and 35 Avenue, Borough of Queens.
This property, formerly under the jurisdiction of the Department of Water
Supnly, Gas and Electricity, was transferred by the Board of Estimate %o
the Department of Parks on June 27, 1940,

Approximstely 1/4 acre in extent, this 100 foot square plot pro-
vides recreational facilities for a densely populated neighborhood forﬁerly
lacking a playground, the nearest play area, 1/2 acre in extent, being at
30 Road and 45 Street, 3/4 of a mile to the north.

Paved with bituminous material the area is completely enclosed
by an 8 foot chain link fence with one double gate entrance provided on the
west side from Steinway Street. Along the north property line at 35 Avenue
the fence is set back around an 8' x 50' rectangular bay which has bheen re-
tained by the Department of Water Supply, Gas end Elsctricity in connection
with the operation of an existing valve chamber. New concrete strest curbs
have been installed along 3% Avenue and Steinway Street and the existing
concrete sidewalks have been widened %o 18 feet. |

A 5 foot wide granite block panel extends along the inside of the
fence with benches spaced between the new 3 inch calipher pin caks. A
battery of kindergarten swings for pre-school children.and large swings for
the adolescent group, each segregated by a 4 foot chain link fencs, parallelé
the east property line. The south side of the plot contains the slides, see~
saws and pipe frame exercise unit. A 6% x 10' brick tool house lies adja-
cent to the entrance. The remainder of the plot may be used for free play
space or basketball practice with a single standard located at the center
of the north property line.

All work was performed by the Work Projects Administration from
plans prepared by the Department of Parks, This is the 437th playground
in the Park system. In 1934 there were 119 in the five boroughs, 5% of

which have been reconstructed or redesigned.

* & %k %k
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TE).. REGENT 4~—1000

The Department of Parks armounces completion of wark in the
northern section of Bronx Park, The area of operations is bounded on
the‘ sogth apprﬁﬁm&éely by a line drawn between Allerton Avenue and Bronx
Park East and the Mosholu Parkway Railroamd bridge. The triangular area
lying north of this line, with its apex at Magenta Street and Bronx Park
Eagt was formerly largely under the jurisdiction of the Boj;ﬁ/t;al Gardens
and was returned to the Department of Parks under a recent agreement in
anticipation of major highway developments in tﬁe grea, The current pro-
ject represents the initial atep in the conversion of the arsa to recrea-
tional uses, Complete rehabilitation must await contemplated changes in
the alignment of Bronx River Parkway.

Certain features of the complete development plan prepared by
the Department of Parks have been embodied in the present work performed
by the Work Projects Administration. These include construction of sections
of the future path system, two softball diamonds, two comfort stations and |
two marginal playgrounds. One of these playgrounds is located in the north-
east section of the area, adjacent t.o Bronx Park East at Rosewood 8treet.
Each playground covers about a guarter of an acre, is paved with a smooth
bituminous asphalt surface snd is en¢losed by an eight«foot chain link__
fénce. The squipment includes pley apparatus asuch as slides, swings, see-
saws, a sand pit and a shower basin., Benches are provided for adults in
charge of the children. Drinking fountain and flagpole are standiard fea-
tures. A brick comfort station is provided in the sasterly playground. A
similar structure is located near the westerly end of the two playgrounds,
opposite Bast 203rd Street. The immediste surroundings of both playzrounds
have been attractively landscaped. Drainage has been provided where neces-
aﬁry and a number of drinking fountains have beem placed at convenient points
on the newly constructed path system.

Al) work was performed by the Work Projects Administnation i‘rom
pleng prepared by the Depavtment of Parks. In 1934 there were 119 play-
grounds in the five boroughs; 55 of these have been reconstructed. At ‘//

the present time there are 426 in the Park systems.

%* % & %
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DEPARTMENT OF PARKS

ARSEWL, CENIRAL PARK FOR RELFASE __ Saturday,
TEL, REGRT 4-1000 Juna 21, 1941

Due to the sudden heat wave, the Department of Parks!
sixteen outdoor swimming pools located in the five boroughs will
remain open until 10 P, M, on Saturday, June 21,and Sunday,. June
22. They will also remain open until 10 P, M. for the remainder
of the heat wave.

During the months of June it has been the policy of
the Department to open the pools from 10 A, M. to 6 P. M,

Beginning June 28, and continuing until September 8
the pools will be open at 10 A, M, to 12 Noon Monday through
Saturday, free for children under 14 years of age. During this
period instructions in swimming, Qiving and life saving will be
carried on. Adults and children may ﬁse the pool from 1 P. M.
to 10 P, M,, Monday through Saturday, and from 10 &, M. to 10
P, M. on Sunday. The charge for children 14 years and ﬁnﬂ.er is

ten cents and for adults twenty cents.

% & * X%



DEPARTMENT OF PARKS |
ARSENAL, CENTRAL PARK FOR RELEASE Saturdey,

TEL. REGENT 4~1000 June 21, 1941

The Derartment of Parks amounces the completion of the
reconstruction and the reovening to the public of the John T,
Murphy Playground located at Avenus "C", 17th Street and the BEast
River, Manhattan.

This improvemsnt included the demolition and removal o
the old wooden pavillion and comfort station and the complete re~
design of am outmoded facility, to which a small area has been
added because of the aligmment of the new East River Drive.

Situated in an intensively developed neighborhood, ad-
jacent to the Fast River and the East River Drive, the new facili-
ties offer healthful recreation to all age groups. For children
there is a completely equipped playground with swings, slides,
see-gaws, play houses, a sand pit and a shower basin. For adoles~
cents and adults there are hand ball, basketball, volley ball,
shuffle hoard, paddle tennis and horseshoe pitching courts as well
as game tables,

A new modern brick comfort station has been provided and
also numerous concrete benches and 32 shade trees.

Plans for the improvement were pi‘epared by the Departmert
of Parks and the work was performeﬂ_by the Work Pro jects Adninise
tration. In 1934 there were 119 playgrounds in the five boroughs,
55 of which have been redesigned and reconstructed. At present

there are 424 playgrounds in the Park system.

* % % %
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DEPARTMENT OF PARKS

ARSENAL. CENTRAL PARK For Release_T*iday,
TEL. RESENT 4—1000 qune <0, 184l

The Department of Parks ammounces that 504 girls, ranging from
8 to 16 years of age and representing various piaygrounds throughout the
five boroughs, will participate in a Dance Festival on the Sheep Meadow, ‘
66 Street and West Drive, Central Park, on Saturday, June 21, at 2:30 P.M.

For the past five weeks, the children have attended regulariy
the various instruction classes in designated playzrounds, where they
have béen taught dance steps,l which require poise, grace and rhythmic
coordination o bring sbout that precision in execution so necessgary in
group dancing.

Each member of the dancing class has also been taught how to
maks the costumes which she will wear at the performance. These costumes
are designed in accordancse with the part'icular type of dance and they
play an importent part in the decision of the judges, since the apnear-

. ance of the costume will affect congiderably each dancing performance.

Prior to the exhibition, there will be a colorful procession
of all the dancers, in costume, through the park to the Sheep Meadow,
where the afternoonts performances will take places

There will be 14 dances in all, with 36 girls in sach dance.
Such types of dancing as: esthetic, interpretative, character and folk
will be included in this exhibition. Some of the numbers will be:
PHungarian Folk Dance" by Lindsay Playground, Brooklyn; "Spirit of Free~
dom" (Esthetic) by J. Hood Wright Playground, Marhattan; "Fantasie Ballet® |
{Interpretative) by Iéumlton Playground, Queens; "Recruits” { Character)
by Michael T, Mahoney Playground, Richmond; "Nosegay Waltz" (Interpreta~
tive) by St. Mary's, Lyons Square and 141 Strest and Brook Avenue play-
grounds, Bronx,

The following have consented to act as judges: louis H. Chalif,
Dirsctor of the Chalif School of Dancing; Miss Gabrielle Sorrenson, Deen
of Savage School for Physical Education; Miss Agnese M. Roy, of the Alber-
tina Rasch Studios and Miss Frances Holsten, Instructor of Physical Fucae
tion at Hunter College. | |

Municipal Broadeasting Station WNYC will provide amplification
facilities for the occasion and the Park Department Band will furnish

the music.
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Tel, REgent 4-1000 June 20, 1941

The Department Qf Parks announces the completion and opening of a new
playground in Central Park, Mamhattan. ILocated between the West Drive and Central
Park West adjacent to 76 Street, this is the twentieth of a chain of marginal play-
ground conveniently located near the park entrances to reduce the destructive
practices of children who use the interior landscaped lawns for play purposes.

This new semi-eircular playground, approximately 1/2 acre in extent,
has beeﬁ fitted intp a meadow~like setting developed on the site of a former amm
of the lake which: extended about 300 feet north and south of the 77 Strest park
entrance drive bridge. In order to make the lake bed accessible and usable, land
fil]l was placed to a depth of 14 feet over an area of approximetely one acre. The
former lake banks and adjacent aress have been regraded $o¢ provide gentle slopes
which blend the playground surface with thé surrounding park are.a. The area out-
side of the piayground was covered with topsoil, seeded, and a new lswn area is
now developing. Eight pin oaks, 3" in diameter, have been planted around the
entrance to the playground. Connections to the existing path system have heen
provided by the addition of 700 feet of bituminous surfaced walks, The geneoral
play area, paved with the same material, is completely enclosed by a 7 foot
wrought iron fence and gate,

Play facilities provided include a shower basin, irrigated sand pit,
drinking fountain, kindergarten swings, slides and see-saws. A row of continu~
ous benches for the comfort of mothers and nurses extends along the i{lside of
the bounda:_ry fence,

All work was performed by the Work Projects Administration from plans
prepared by the Department of Parks. In 1934 there were 119 playgrounds in the
five boroughs; 54 of these have besn reconstructed. At the present time theare

are 424 playgzrounds in the Park systam.
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DEPARTLANT OF PARKS FOR RELEASE Wednesdey

ARSENAL, CENTRAL PARK June 18, 1941
TEL. REGENT 4-1000

The Depertment of Parlis announces the completion of two
recreation areas in the Borough of Queens, one lying between Southern
Parkway and Norbth Conduit Avenus and between 114th and 121st Streets!

- and the other along Southern Parkway between 143rd and 149th Stroets.
The Denertment attempts to nrovide local play facilities wherever
possible along its arterial improvements,

At the 114th to 121st location the construction of five
softball dianonds, chain link fence enclosures, grading and seeding is
completed, OSeparating the two balifields ovpposite 1l4th Place and
again, the two opposite 116tk Stréet, sets of three~tier concrete
bleachers have been constructed in a double or back-to~back ar-
rangement, so that each of the four balifields is provided with spec-
tator accommodations, The diamonds sll have hooded backstops, An ir-
rigation system has been instaslled and drinking fountains are con-
veniently located, Pedestrian access to the recreation areas is from
North Conduit Avenue by means of bituminous paved walks.

At the 143rd to 149th Streets location, the divergence
of Conduit Avenue from the Parkway to this point afforded an opportunity_
for the construction of an athletic field accommodating three softball
diamonds, The entire area is enclosed by a twelve foot chain link
fence and the diamonds are provided with hooded backstons, An ir--
rigation system has been installed and the area landscaped with trees,

The areas will be held out of use temporarily to allow
the new turf to become establisghed.

Plans for these improvements were drawn by the Depart~

ment of Parks and the work executed by the Work Projects Administration,

* * *

Ky
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ARSHENAL, CENTRAL PARK FOR RELFASE __ Monday,
Tel, REgent 4-1000 R June 16, 1941

Regular softball league games at Jacob Riis Park will
start.on Monday evening, June 16, with the Highland Yankees of
Brooklyn meeting the Rockverne Club of Rockaway in the opening
game starting at 7 P. M, The second game scheduled for 9 P. M.
will bring out the Ozone Park Regals, last year's champions and
the Wingate Club of Brooklyn. Both leagues are nmade up of uni-
formed teams representing all sections of Brooklyn and Quesens.
Double-headers in these leagues are scheduled for Monday through
Thuraday evening at 7:and 9 P, M.

On June 21 the Industrial League will play their open-
ing game at 2 P, M. The team representing the Metropolitan Life
Insurance Company will play the team of the Brand Printing Com-
pany. Industrial League games are scheduled for evéry Saturday

and Sundsy at 2 P, M,

The sof tball diamond located along the boardwalk at
Jacob Riis Park is in excellent playlhg condition. Bleacher

geats, free for spectators, are available.

ek
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ARSENAL, Central Park FOR RELEASE Saturday,
Tel, REgent 4-7833 June 14, 1941
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1 development plan
1 location map The Department of Parks amounces the completion of work in con~

nection with the reconstruction of a playground adjacent to the existing
brick field house and comfort station at the corner of Payson Avenue and
Dyckman Street in Inwood Hill Park. The area which is approximately 120°¢
% 160" is divided into units by.typical granite block~paved panels with
rows of trees"and benches. These bituminous surfaced compartments grouped
about the central 43' x 63' wading pool have been furnished with repaired
equipment salvaged from the 0ld playground. South of the pool, extending
along the Dyclman Street property line, is a battery of kindergarten see-
saws, slides, swings, and a 12! x 17' irrigated sand pit. |

West of the fence enclosed pool is a new flagpole and base. A
group of old willows at the east end of this unit, adjacent to Payson Ave-
nue, shades a line of benches and provides a pleasant contrast to the open,
sunny pool area.

The 30! x 150' play space north of the pool comtains a string
of rehabilitated facilities conéisting of see-saws, swings, slides and a

pipe frame exercise unit.

The entire playground has been enclosed by an 8' chain link fence.

The tree planting within the playground, slong the outside of the fence
and flanking the existing Dyckman Street hexagonal block consists of rows

of 4"-6" lindens. The planting around the sxisting field house and com~

fort station has been rearranged and supplemented with privets, virburnums,

hawthorns, dogwoods, bayberry and ivy.
About 800! north of the playground at the crest of the heavily

wooded slope a pedestrian overlook has been constructed at an elevation

T
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180*. above the ;Hudson River. Facing directly west vistas of the river
and Jersey shore have been opened by the removal of a fewl trees. The

bow shaped terrace, approximately 120' x 307, is retained by a low granite
wall with the foundation extending to solid rock. Tairty-eight wood and
concrefe bench units face outward from this wrought iroﬁ fence enclosed
overlook which is surfaced with bituminous macadam.

Two entrances are provided at the rear of the terrace con-
necting with a new 8' wide bituminous walk. This 800" addition to the
several miles of trails and walks in Iawood Hill Park was necessary to
make the overlock site accessible., Winding up the slopes and around
rock outerops it was necessary to provide a section of stepped ramp and
stairway where the grades were excessive,

400 north of :t'he overlook near the intersection of two of the
main walks a brick comfort station has besen built to serve the needs of
the south end of the park. | ]

All work was performed by the Work Projects Administration
from plans preparéd by the Department of Parks., In 1934 there were
119 playgrounds in the five boroughs; 54 of these have b__een reconstructed.

At the présent time there are 423 playgrounds in the Park system.

* % ¥ ok
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DEP&RTMENT OF PARKS : )
,- 'ARSENAL, CENTRAL PARK For Release ¥ 1‘12837
JUum _IS’ 1921

TEL, REGENT 4—1000

The Departument of Parks announces tie schedule of tournaments,
exhibitions, contests and specisal events including concerts, social dances
and puppet and marionette shows, which will be conducted in parks, play-
grounds and swimming onools under the jurisdiction of the Park Department
during the summer season of the year 1941,

There will be city-wide tournaments in the following activities:

Activity Age Group Finals-Anproxiigte Date

Handball Girls— 16 years & older June 28
. {singles only)

Horseshoe Pitching Boys & ien over 17 years July 12
(sinzles & doubles)

Punchball . Girls- 16 years & under August 9
Bageball Boys~ 16 years & under Aungust 15
Softball Boys =16 years & under Auzust 2
Boys =17 to 21 years August 9
Men =2l years & over Avgust 16
Girls-17 years & over August 1
. Paddie Tennis Boys & Girls - 13 to 15 years A&uzust 18

=~ 16 to 19 years
Men & Women =20 years & over
{sinzles & mixed Aoubles
in each division)
Chess & Checkers A, Boys and Girls- 16 years & August 23 and 24
. under
B, Persons 17 to 50 years
Cv Men- 50 years & over
There will be a "Youth versus
Age" contest between the winners
of "A"™ and "C" Divisions,
Jacks Girls ~ 14 years & under August 27
Shuffleboard Men and women -~ 18 years & over September 6
Playground children will be given an opportunity to demonstrate
their dancing, singing and musical capabilities by participeting in the
following city-wide contests:

Contest ' Age Group Finals-Approximate Date

Folk Dancing Girls~ 16 years & under June 21

(Bach borough will present three
types of dances for the city-wide
exhibition on the Shesp Meadow,
Central Park: folk, classical and
interpretative)

Amateur Singing Boys & Girls-8 -12 years August 3
1316 years
(Four winners, one in each group,
will be selected at the borough e-
liminations to represent the bo-
rouzi at the finals which will be
held on the Mall, Ceniral Park.)
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Contest Age Group Finals- Apvroximate Date
Musical Iastruments Boys & Girls- 8-12 years August 24

13=16 years
(This contest will include all
types of musical instruments,)

Swimning meets will be conducted during the summer months, at the
16 outdoor swimming pools operated by the Department of Parks. These meets
will be both intra- and inter- pool in scope and will consist of individual
“events, fancy diving and relays,

The annual "Learn to Swim" cempaign, which cormenced on June
2 at all the pools, will coantinue until June 22,

Special progratis will be prenared by each playground director
in 2ommemoration of the following aolidayss June 14 ~ Flag Day; July 4-
Independence Dsy; Sentember le Labor Day,.

Tne finals of the City's seventh annual Barber Shop Quartet
Contest will be xeld under the supervision of the Park Dejartnent al the
Nall, Central Park, on Thursday, June 26, at 8:30 P.M.

Puppet and marionette shows, including "Jack and the Beanstalk"
and "Hansel and Gretel™, will be given fror a trailer stage, at various
patk pleyirounds and recreation aress, centrally located in va?ious gsec-
tions of the ¢itvy, during the months of June, July and August.

Four independent geries of outdoor concerts have been planned
for the large parks, throughout the city. These series include concerts
by the Goldman Band, Naumberg Orchestra, Amateur City Symphony Orchestra,
and the New York City W.P.A. Federal lusic Project.

Arrangements have aiso been made for outdoor socisl dancing
periods at several parks and nlaygrounds in the fivé.horoughs. kiusic is
nrovided by orchestras furnished through tie cooperation of the New York

City W.P.A. Pederal kusic Project,

* ok % X
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DEPARTMENT OF PARKS
ARSENAL, CENTRAL PARK FOR RELEASE Friday,
Tel, REgent 4-1000 ' June 13, 1941

The Departinant of Parks announces the completion
of work on the redesign of a play area on Reservoir Avenus
between Strong Street and West_ 197th Street, The Bronx.
This property was acquired by the Department of Parks in
1935, at which time it was graded and provided with see-
saws and swings by reli'éf workers. The current project
represents an amplification of the original work. The area
has been paved with a smooth bituminous surface to provids
all year round usage. A sand pit and benches have heen
added, and new boundary fencing together w.ith a new entrance
on Strong Street have been installed.

A1] work was performed by the Work Pro jeets
Administration from plans prepared by the Department of

Parks.



DEPARTMENT OF PARKS FOR RELEASE Thursday
ARSEZNAL, CENTRAL PARK June 12, 1941
TEL. REGENT 4~1000

The Department of Parks announces that the city-
wide finals of the Barber Shop Quartet Contest, originally
scheduled for Thursdsy, June 19, 8:30 P.M., at the liall, Central
Park, has been postponed to Thursday, June 26, atl the sane time and
Place,

This change will zive the qualifying quartets from
the various borougins an extra week's time in which to practice
for the city éhampionship. Winning the championship this year
will mean more than in any previdus year, because the quartet,
attaining first place, will renresent New York City at the

Nationals which will be held in St. Louis on July 3, 4, 3.
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The Department of Parks anncunces opening of the first section
~of bicycle path at the south end of Central Park. Built as part of the
contract for repaﬁing and realigning the park roadways, it forms, together
with the 0ld Central Roadway, a complete loop 10' wide and approximately
1 mile long.

Starting at a point near the access drive from Columbus Circle
the path extends eastwarc.l about 75' north of the South Driveway.

Where the driveway curves northward the path mergea with the
roadway from which it has been separated by a 2'~6" raised concrete mall

N leaving 33' for automobiles. Additional protection is afforded by a 37
high wood guard rail in the center of the mall. Just north of the 65th
Street Transverse Road the loop continues northward along the abandoned
Central Drive,

At the north end of the central mall it merges with the south
side of the 72nd Street Park Drive. Protected by a 2'-6" raised mall and
guard rail it continues westward %o the east side of the West Drive.
Curving southward to complete the circuit at Columbus Circle the generous
width of the West Drive has permit ted the widening of the separating mall -
to 6' leaving a 44' roadway. Safe access fo the path is provided at traffic
light protected crossings. |

Approximately 3/4 miles will be added to the system in conjunc-
tion with repaving the Esst Drive and the sast half of the 72nd Street Park
Drive with entrance spurs at 59th Strest and 5th Avenue at 72nd Street,
Junetion with the campleted loop will be made at a temporary dead end spur
north of 65th Street Transverse Roasd. Conmtract plans for this work are
baing prepared and construction will be started lete, this surmer.

Future plans which are in a preliminary stage call for a 4 mile
‘extension which wil’l utilize the west side of the East Drive narthward to
the Tacei?iﬁg reservoir where it will swing westward and north around the
lake. From this point it will follow the West Drive around North Meadow.
where it will turn southward to exits on 5th Avenue at 102nd Street and
97th Street. It is planned to build this additior in sections in connection

. with repaving and realigning of the remainder of the Park Drives.

* ¥ ok Kk &
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The Department of Parks announces that the Annual City-Wide Athletic
Meet for boys and girls of Park Department playgrounds will téke place at the
Triborough Stadium, Mgnhattan, Saturday, June 7, at 2 P, M, Admission will be
free.

During the month of May, each playground held preliminsry contests and
practice sessions in preparations for the borough-wide meet which was conducted
in each of the five boroughs. The five who gualified in the finals of the 19
track and field events of the various borough meets are aligible to compete at
the City-Wide Meet on Saturday.

It is expected that about 500 boys and girls of various classifica-
tions, ranging from the 85 1b. class to the unlimited clags, will participate
in this meet,

All the competitors have demonstrated their superior athletic ability
by qualifying in the various borough meets. In addition, they have been thor-
oughly trained in the fine points of dashing, long distance running, baton passing,
broad jumping and high jumping.

With this background of experience and preparation, the expected large
crowd of spectators, anxious 4o have their native borough boys and éirls carry
off the palm of vietory, can look forward to a day full of surprises and keen
competition.

Gold, silver and bronze medals will be awarded %o those who place
1st, 2nd and 3rd respectively, in each event.

The list of events for these Park playground championships is as follows:

Fvents for Boys

85 1b. class = 50 yard dash 100 1b. class -~ Broad Jump
Potato Race 80 yvard dash

120 1lb. class - 70 yard dash Unlimited class =~ 100 yard dash
High Jump 1/2 mile run

Bvents for Girls

85 1b. claas -~ 40 yard dash 110 1%, class ~ 50 yard dash
Bgg & Spoon Race Basketball throw
- Potato Race : Unlimited class - 60 yard dash
Relay Events
100 1b. class - 200 yards
120 1b. class - 440 yards

Unlimited class - 880 yards



- i . m

o . o

Thlimited Mixed Relay

Girl - 85 yards Boy ~ 110 yards.

Girl -~ 355 yards Boy - 220 yards

Directions to the Triborough Stadium, Randall's Island, follow:

By Automobile

Vig the Triborough Bridge from Manhsttan, Bronx or Queens. The bridge
toll for automcbiles is 25¢ for a round trip to Randall's Island. Parking on the
Island is free. The Trivorough Bridge is reached most conveniently from Manhat-
tan by the Bast River Drive or 125 Street, from the Bronx by Southemn Boulsvard
or Grand Concourse and from Queens by the Grand Cembtral Parkway.

' By Foot

The Stadium may be reached from Manhattan, Bronx or Qusens via the
Triborough Bridge. It is only a ten minute walk from 125 Street and Second Ave-
nue in Manhsttan, or from 134 Street and Southern Beulevard in the Bronx. Thers
is no toll charge for foot passengers on the Triborough Bridge.

By Rapid Transit from Manhattan

Randall's Island Buses leave 125 Street and Lexington Avenue. It is
8 four minute bus ride to the Stadium. Thse fare is 5¢ each way. The Lexington
Avenue branch of the I. R. T. subway, Second and Third Avenue elevated lines and
bus lines on lLexingion and_ Second Avenues and the Third Avenue trolley line, all
connect directly with the Randallts Island bus.

By Rapid Tyransit from the Bronx

The Randall's Island bus leaves from 138 Street and Cypress Avenue,
It is & six minute bus ride. The fare is 5¢ each way. The Pelham Bay Line of =
the I. R. T. subway connects with it at its Cypress Avenue Station. All Bronx
trolley lines transfer to the Southern Boulevard trolley which connects with
thé Randall's Island bus at 134 Street and Cypress Avenue. |

By Rapid Transit from Queens

The Randall's Island bus leaves from 31 Street end Hoyt Avenus, Astoria.
It ig & 15 minute bus ride to Randall's Island Stadium. The fare is 10¢ each
way. The Astoria line of the B. M. T. and I. R. T. subways connect with the

bus at 25 Avenue(3l Street and Hoyt Avenue) Astoria.
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The Department of Parks announces that the Children's
Orchestra, composed of 30 boys and girlé of Park Department
Playgrounds will give its second public concert at the Mall,
Gentral'Park, Synday, June 8, at 2:30 P. M.

J The membe?s of this orchestra range.in age from 10 to
17 years and they are drawp from playground musical units esta-
blished in the various boroughé under the supervision of trained
P instructors. Any boy or girl, 17 years of age or under, who
plays a musical instrument, is eligible to apply for ﬁembership.
The program for next Sunday's concert will consist of
various selections inéluding patriotic songs, martial airs and
classical numbers és well as a number of instrumental soles. Some
of the selections are: Excerpts from Tschaikowsky's Sixth Symphony,
Fifth Hungarian Dance, Beethoven's Second.Sym@hony, Ferry Boat

Serenade, Scout Master March and Norwegian Dance by Grieg.

* * %k k
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The Department of Parks announces that the city-wide finals of the
handball tournament conducted annually for boys and men of Park Department
playgrcunds will take .place at the handball cowrts located at North Meadow,
Central Park, on Saturday, June 7, and Sunday, June 8, according to the
following schedule:

Junior Singlss and Doubles (Boys 16 years and under)
Saturday, Juns 7, a‘t 11 A. M,

Intermediate Singles and Doubles (Boys 17 to 21 years)
Saturday, June 7, at 2:30 P. M.

Senior Singles and Doubles{Men 21 years of age and over)
Sunday, June 8, at 11 A, M.

In case of rain, the games will be played the following Ssturday
and Sunday at the same time and place.

Since the sarly part of May, the 831 handball cowts of the Park
.Department have received meximum play, when several hundred boys and men
participated in the playground and district eliminations to select the best
qualified handball players for the inter-borough competitions. BEach borough
will be permitted to enter only one representative or team in each of the
various divisions of the tournsment for the fina.ls this week end.

Gold and silver medals will be awarded to the winner and runner-

up in each division.

* Kk ¥k *k
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. . The Department of Parks amnounces the completion
of work in connection with the reconstruction of the playground
located in St. Catherine's Park, between Bast 67th and 68th
Streets at First Avenue and adjacent to the Julia Richmond High
Schoel, in Manhattan, énd itz opening t¢ the publice on Thursday,
June 5, 1941,

This 1 1/3 acre recreation area is fenced in with a
6*' chain link fence and bordered with rows of benches and shade
trees. The easterly half of the area has been set aside for

’ children and besides a large wading pool which can also be used
as a volley ball court, it contains a sand pit, see saws, slides,
swings, end a small sitting area for guardiane of children..

The westerly portion adjacent to the High School has
two soft ball dismonds, & double handball court and basketball
standards. There is also a large bituminously surfaced open
play area which can be used for group games as well as for
roller skating and ice skating in season.

Plans for the improvement were preparsd by the Depart-
ment of Parks and the work was merformed by the Work Projects
Administration. At present there are 422 playgrounds in the
Park system. In 193 there were 119 in the five boroughs, 53

of which have been reconstructed.

* k ok %
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The Department of Parks anncunces the completion and
opening to the general public on Thursday, June 5, 1941, of a
new playground located between Fast 13 and 14 Streets at Avenue ~
"¥"® in the Borough of Brooklyn.

This one and one half acre recreational area contains
a separate pre-schocl children's section with a sand pit, see
saws, siides, swings and a shower basin.

A large oven bituminous surfaced area for adolescents
and adults con'tfains a baskétball and volley ball court, a soft-
ball diamond and a comfort station. This area also .provides'
for roller and ice skating in their reaspective seasons. Sepa-
rated from tﬁe childrents and open play areas is a double hand-
ball court. |

Drinking fountsins and permenent concrete benches have
‘also been provided and forty-eight trees have been fitted into
the landscaping.

This new area makes the 423%rd playground in the Park
system. In 1934 there were 119 in the five boroughs, of which
5% have been redesigned and reconstructed. All work was pey-
formed by the Work Projects Adminigtration from plans prepared

by the Department of Parks,
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The Department of Parks announces the coms
pletion of a combined brick recreation building and com—
fort station in the southwest corner of Seward Park, Man=-
hattan.

This new strmicture replaces the old outmoded
building. Also completed and adjacent to the new building
is a farm garden where school children will grow flowers
under the supervision of park department amployees. The se
improvaments mark the completion of the reconstructed park,
one of the oldest in Manhattan. Playground and recreation
areas were completed and opened to the public on November

26 last year.
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the WPA 1t has begun the installation of three small marginal playgrounds in
Hashington Square Park, Borough of Manhatban,

This work is not to be confused with the original plan which called
for the complete recomstruction of the Square, but includes only the installation
of badly needed play facilities %o serve the community. These three playgrounds
are located as near as posgible to the entrances to the park for the purpose of
intercepting children on the way into the area so that the imterior of the park
can be kept as at presént, with the benches, walks, lawns, etc., for the use of
older people, The plan will not require the elimination of any of the existing
trees within the park but will provide for the planting of 82 additional trees.
The largest of the areas is 80 feet by 120 feet and the smallest, 60 feet by
100 feet.

Fast of Fifth Avenue a small playground will provide the standard kinder-
gartenlswings, see saws, glides and a gand pit. The pit will be of the irrigated:
type developed by the Park Dspartment to insure a sanitary diggery. Omne of the
most important 'activities for children of pre-school age is digging and where no

- sand pits are provided they will carry on their excavation projects around trees
and shrubbery or in the lewn aress. On the south side of the park, on each side
of the Thompson Street entrance, two kindergarten arsas of similar character will
serve the ingistent demands of children ffom the local residential areas south of
‘the park. These will be screened by shrubbery and small trees including flowering
Hawthorns, American Hombeam.s, Virburnum, Styrax, and large trees including Planss,
Lindens and Oaks.

The original plan proposed by the Park Depariment last ysar eliminated

L/ all vehicular traffic within the park and routed buses and ‘all other vehicular
traffic around the edge of the park., This plan was abandoned and the relisf funds



set up for the purpose were used elsewhere. The present work will not touch the
road through the park and all traffic will continue to use the extension of Fifth

Avenue. Recent attempts to seed the grass areas and maintain them in their presemt

form were unsuccessful. The pressure on the park was sc great that it was impossi=

ble to keep the children off these lawn areas, which resulted in repsated demands
for further resseding.- .The only answer is to provide children of the neighborhead
with formal play spaces at.the entrances to the square. When these are completed,
it will be possible to confine active play largely to the new play areas and will
enable us to maintain the balance of ths area properly.

There is a great nsed for active recreztion in the Washington Square
neighborhood. With the exception of two smell playgrounds on Sixth Avenue south-
west of the park used by the Park Department under permit froam the Board of Trans-
portation, there are no play facilities whatever for children of pre~schocl amd . -
élementary school ages. Requests for the use of other odd pieces of Board of Trans~
portation property on Sixth Avenue were denied by that Board, which has even
threatened to sell the present .permit playgrourds. Lacking these facilities, the
children have spent their energy in the park areas to the deftriment of lawns,
shrubbery, and other park facilities.

There are six elementary schools, three public and three parochial, witl--
in seven blocks of the park, with an anrollmenx:. of approximately 4500 children.
None of these schools have adequate play areas. Within the same area, there are
hundreds of children of pre-school age.

Some property owners fronting on the square have opposed this program as
they did@ the original, comprehensive plan because they don't want any play areas
near their buildings. It is impossible bo satisfy all of the people in the niegh-
borhood and it is believed the present plan is reasonably fair to all of them. In
its amended form it has recently been approved by members of the Board of Directors
of the Washington Square Association. The only alternative would be fo acquire
costly additional land in the neighborhood for a large new playground ard no funds

are available or in sight for this purpose.
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Ceremonies in connection with the presenta-
tion of a statue of Peter Stuyvesant to the City of
New York by the Netherland-America Foundation will
take place in Stuyvesant Square Park, Menhattan, on
Thursday., June 5, at 4 P, M.

Comnissioner Moses will act as chairman end .
introduce Newbold Morris, I'resident of City Council;
Sinclair T, Wilson, principal of Stuyvesant High School;
Mrs, A. Barton Hepburn, chairman of the Stuyvesant
Statue Committee; and, Thomes J. Watson, president .of
the Netherland-America Foundation.

- Musical selections will be rendersd by
Stuyvesant High School Band; Miss Cornelia van Geuns
will lead children dressed in autheﬁtic Dutch costumes
in singing Holland folk songs, and Miss Jeanne van Drooge
will lead in singing the Dutch and Americen National
Anthems.

Mr. A. van Home Stuyvesant, direc‘c' descendant

of Peter Stuyvesant, will unveil the statue.

"FRE
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Ceremonies in connection with the presentw
ation of a statue of Peter Stuyvesant to the City of New
York by the Netherland-América Foundation will take place
in Stuyvesant Square Park, lianhattan, on Thursday, June D,
at 4 .M.

Comsii ssioner Moses will act as chairman
and introduce Mayor La Guardia; Sinclair J, Wilson, prin=-
cipal of Stuyvesant High School; Mrs. A Sarton ilepburn,

’ chairman of tae Stuyvesant Statue Committee; and, Thomas
Jo Watson, president bf the Netherland-America Foundation,

Musical selections will be rendered by
Stuyvesant High Schodl Band; Miss Cornelig van Geuns will
lead children dressed in suthentic Duteh -costumes in singing
Holland folk songs, and ..dss Jeanne van Drooge will lead in
singing the Dutch and American Natioﬁal Anthens,

lir. A van Horne Stuyvesant, direct descendant

of Peter Stuyvesani, will unveil the statue,
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The Department of Parks announces that the anniversary of the offici.al
opening of 12 Park Department playgrounds will be celsbrated by the children of
these recreation areas quring the month of June by participating in specially
prepared Birthday Party programs.

While the regular schedule of daily reci‘eational activities. including
volley ball, basketball, handball, softball, paddle tennis, and shuffleboard will
not be changed, the day's program will feature events of both a patriotic and fes-
tive nature, such as:. soloc and commnity singing of the nstional anfhem, and "God
Bless America™, salute to the flag, recitations, accordion selsctions, one act
plays, military tap and f_olk dancing, a pageant on safety, and a variety of birth-
day party games with refreshments and prizes for the winners.

Persons, prominent in the civie and_ recrestional activities of %he
neighborhood, have been invited to speak t0 the children on the various benefitis
to be derived from regular-‘attendance at Park Department playgrounds.

Track and field meets, with events for boys and girls qf all age groups,
will also be held. These events will include dashes, relays, high-jumping, broad- |
jumping, sack race, potatoc race and three-legged race.

The June schedule for playground birthday celebrations is as follows:
Time of

Borough Playeround and Loecation Opened Qelebration -
Manhattan East River Drive and 125 Street June 4, 1937 400 P, M.
106 Street and ILexington Avenue June 12, 1936 3330 P. M«
130 Street and Fifth Avenue June 12, 1937 4:00 P. M.
Carl Schurz Park Playground, Esst 84 Street |
and Fast End Avenuse June 20, 1935 4:00 P. M.
97 Btreet and Riverside Drive June 24, 1938 3:30 P. M.
Chelsea Playground, 10 Ave, & West 28 8t, June 26, 1936 4:00 P, M.
Broocklyn Schermerhorn Street and Third Avenue June 6, 1935 3:00 P. M,
City Park Playground, Flushing Avenue
and Navy Street Fune 7, 1940 2:30 P. M.
Avenue L and East 18 Street June 11, 193? 2:20 P, M.
Queens Dry Harbor Playground, 80 Street and 10330 A.M,
‘ Myrtle Avenue ' June 12, 1936 to 4 PM.
Marconi Playground, 108 Ave. & 155 Street June 30, 1839 300 P. M.
Bronx 3%, ﬁ‘ames Park Playground, Jerome Avenuse _
and East 191 Strest June 9, 1935 3:30 P. M,

* %k &k ¥
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The Devartment of Parks announces that the outdoor

social dancing season will open on Tuesday, June 3, 8:30 P, M.,

at the Mall, 71 Street and Center Drive, Central Park, Manhattan.
This type of activity will continue to take place at the Mall
each Tuesday and Thursday evening throﬁéhcut the summer months,
with the exception of June 19, July 1 and July 31,

.- Arrangements have also been made for ocutdoor social:
| dancing periods at numerous other parks and playgrounds located
in various sections of the City, according to the attached

achedule.

| Music is provided, for all these dances, by orchesiras

furnished through the cooperation of the New York City WFA Federal

Mugic Project.



MANHATTAN

Mondays

Tuesdays

Wednesdays

Thursdays

Fri days
BROOKLYN

Mondays
. Wedneadays
Thursdays

Fridays

QUERS
Mondays
Pridays
ERONX
Wednesdays
RICEMOND

Wednesdays

DEPARTMENT OF PARKS
CITY OF NEW YORK
PUBLIC DANCES - 1941
QUTDOOR DANCES START WEEK OF JUNE 3

DANCING COMMENCES AT 8:30 P. M.

Roosevelt Playground, Chrystie and Forsyth Streets

Mall, Central Park{except July 1)
Colonial Park Playground, Bradhurst Avenue and West 153 Street

Riverside Park at 10% Street

Mall, Central Park (Except June 19 and July 31)
East River Park, Rivington and Stanton Streets

Roosevelt Playground, Chrystie and Forsyth Streets

Prospect Park, 11 Street & Prospesct Park West{New Band Shell)
New Lots Playground, Riverdale Avenue and Sackman Street

La Guardia Playzround, South 5 and Roebling Streets
McCarren Park, Driggs Avenue and Lorimer Street

Bushwick Playground, Knickerbocker and Putnam Avenues
Ocean Parkway and Avenue P Playground

Red Hook Playground, Dwight, Richard and Pionseer Streets
Kelly Memorial Playground, Avenue S and East 14 Street
Prospect Park, 11 Street and Prospsct Park West(New Band Shell)

Jackson Heignts Playground, 20 Avenue and 84 Street

Astoria Play Center{Pool), 19 Street andi 23 Drive
Ven Cortlandt Park, 240 Street and Broadway

McDonald Playground, West Brighton, Staten Island



fetr ol

Form 26-—10M-102240 ub. 14 “ : ' 3

DEPARTMENT OF PARKS

SRR

ARSENAL, CENTRAL PARK Mond
TEL. REGENT 4—1000 : FO)‘ Release J u.neai: ivel
The Depertment of Parks' amnual "Learn to Swim® campaign will start §

on June 2 and continue through June 22 in all the indoor and outdoor pools
under its jurisdiction.

This campaign was instituted to develop a wholesome, healthful in-
terest in swimming and water safety and to afford an opportunity %o thousands
of youngsters to learn %o swim. Since the opening of the City Pools in 1937,
the American Red Cross reports that there has been a drop of 54% in the total
-number of annual accidental drownings in the 5 to 14 jear old age group, and
a 26% drop in all accidental drownings in the City. Without doubt, this has
been due, in a large degree, to the work carried on during the department's
previous campaigns.

The Board of Education and practically every recreational organiza-
tion in the City is cooperating with the Park Department to mske this program
& huge success. During last year's campailgn, over twelve thousand boys and
girls registered for instruction from seventy different schools,/and over
fourteen hundred passed the American Red Cross Swinmers® Test,

The public pools will be open every day from 10 A. M. to 6 P. M,
until June 28, when the pools will remain opsn until 10 P. M. for the rest of
the season. Children under fourteen will be admitted free of charge each
wéékday morning from lﬁ A. M. Yo 12 noon. While special classes will be
carried on during this "Learr to Swim" campaign, regularly conducted classes
in swirming, diving and.water safety will be held each ﬁorning throughout ths

sunmer by the Pool Operators at each poel during the free periecd.
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-Peter Stuyvesant, last and most famous of the Dutch Directors

General of Manhatten, lying in a veult beneath the walls of the old St,
Marks Church in the Bowery, is honored ﬁy the erection of a statue in
nearby Stuyvesant Square Park, Manhattan.

This 7 foot bronze figure of the Governor-in-Chief of Amsterdam
in New Netherlands, under whom the colony first attained some measurs of
autonomy, will be remembered by the thousands of vigitors to the Netherland
Pavilion at the New York Worldts Fair.

Although he has bean commemorated many times in bronze busts,

' flaques and bas reliefs, this finely executed work is the first full length,
free-standing statue of Stuyvesant to be erected in New York City.

The idea of establishing such a memorial started with the
Netherlsnd-America Foundation which believed that such an undertaking
would not only serve as a tribute to the donor of Stuyvesant Square but
would revive popular interest in an historicél section of the City.

This four acre park, bisected by Second Avenue, lies between
Eﬁst 15 and East 17 Streeta, With the picturesque church yard of St.
Marks, it is the only remaining portion of the original Stuyvesant farm.

Farly in 1936, Commissioner of Parks, Robert Moses, agreed to
cooperate with.a comnittee of the Foundation in this enterprise. Mrs,
Gertrude Venderbilt Whitney, the sculptress, was comnissioned by the
committee to execute the work mnd Mr., Aymar BEmbury, Consulting Avchitect,
represented the Department of Parks. Completed just pribr to the opening

of the World's Fair, it was dscided that the statue should first be seen



L I Y

by visitors to the Netherland Exhibit, At the closing of the Failr it
was exhibited in Philadelphia by the Claremont Park Ass.ociation.

Erected in the northwest corner of Stuyvesant Park, in a setting
designed by the Department of Parks, the monument stands on a 4% foot high
stone pedestal of pink granite, the complete cost of which was met by the
Netherland-Americe Foundation. A new 15' x 30' offset with a semicircular
bay was built by the Work Projects Administration om the north side of
the existing ceuntral hexagonal plaza. The blueé‘bone flagging around the
pool plaza has been repeated ahout the base of the meonument. Facing
southwest the figure is backed up by a privet hedge which delineates the
setting and is supplemented by a group of existing shade trees.

Ceremonies in connection with the unveiling of this statue will

take placa' on the afternoon of Thursday, June 5., The program will be

Ian.nounced at a later date.

* k % ¥
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The Department of Parks anmounces that four independent series of
ouldoor concerts havg been planned for the large parks, located in various
sections of the city, beginning WitP Decoration Day, Friday, May 30, and con-
tinuing through the summer months, until, Septenber 19,.according to the
a'bt-ached scheduls.

These series include concerts by the Goldman Bénd, Naumbur g Orche.stra,
Amateur City Symphony Orchestra, and the New York City WPA Federal Music Pro ject.

The Naumburg Orchestra will open its series of four memorial concerts
6n Decoration Day, ;31; the Mall, Cemtral Park, at 8:15 P.M. with the remaining
three schedled for July 4, July 31, and Iabor Dagy, Monday, Sevterber 1, at the
same Gtime and mlace. This series is contributed by Mr.Walter W. Naumburg and
¥r. George W. Naumburg in memory of their father, Mr, Ellen Neumburg, who donated
the bandshell on the Mall,

The Daniel Guggenheim Memorisl Concerts by the Goldmen Band, under the
direction of Dr., Edwin Franko Goldmsn, will be given on the Mall, Central Park,
on Sunéays, Mondays, Wednésdays and F.ridays at 8:30 P.M. beginning Wednesday,
June 18, and ending, Sunday, August 17; on the remaining days of the week at the
Music Grove, Prospect Park, Brooklyn, commencing Thursday, June 19, at 8:30 P.M.
and terminating Saturxday, August 16,

Concerts by the New York City WPA Federal Music Project, and the
Amateur City Symphony IOrehestra, with Judge Prince directing, will be presented
on various aftermoons and evenings of the week throughont the summer as indicated

in the scheduls.



‘ DEPARTMENT OF PARKS ‘

CITY OF NzW YORK

FUBLIC CONCERTS

MANHATTAN

Mall, Central Park

Goldman Band Concerts -S8undays, Mondays, Wednesdays, Fridays 8:30 F.M,
June 18 to August 17 :
Naumburg Memorial Concerts -May 30; July 4, 31;Lahor Day, Sept. 1 8:15 P.M,
Amateur City Symphony -July 1,5, 12, ‘19, 26 8:30 P.M,
Concerts (Judge Prinoe)
WPA Federal Music Concerts -Sundays  =Augs 24 throush Sept. 14 8:30 P.M.
Monday ~Aug, 18 3:30 P.V,
Wednesdays-Augs 20 through Sept. 10 3130 P.M,
Frideys  ~Augs 22 through Sept. 12 8:30 PJM.

Saturdays =June 21,28; Aug. 2 through Sept.13--8:30 PuMs
BROOKLYN '

Prospect Park Music Grove

Goldmen Band Concerts ~Tuesdeys, Thursdavs, Saturdays ' 8130 P.Ma
June 19 to August 16

Amsteur City Symphony -Sundays  ~Jduly 6, 13, 20, 27 3:00 Pais
Concerts (Judge Prince)

WPA Federal Musioc Concerts ~Sundays  -June 15,22,29; Augs 3 through Septel4-3 P.0.

Tuesday  -August 19 8:30 P.M,
Wednesdays-June 18 through Auge 13 & 27 B8:30 P.lie
Thursdays - Aug. 21 and Sept. 4 8:30 P.h.
Fridays -June 20 through Aug.15,29;3ept.12-8:30 P.I.
Saturdavys -Aug. 23 through Sept. 13 . 8:30 PV
QUEENS
Forest Park Music Grove
WPA Federal Music Concerts -Sundays, Tuesdays, Fridays- o . B:30 P.M,
June 15 through Sept, 14
King Park e
WPA Federal Music Concerts- Fridays - June 20 through Sept. 19 8130 P.M.
BRONX
Pos Park
WPA Federal Music Concerts - Mondays - June 16 through Sept. 15 : 8:30 P.M.
RICHMO¥D
South Beach Boardwalk _
WPA Federal Music Concerts ~Tuesdays - June 17 through Sept, 16 8:30 P.M.

ok e ek ool e ok
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;‘C;U %? On Friday, May 30, at 10 A, M., the Department of Parks will open
“>ury 86

without ceremony, the permanent bathhouse facilities of John Jay Pool adja~
cent to and oferlook’ing the Past Ri?ér at East 78 Street, Manhattan,.

This 0ld recreation and c-:'émﬁ‘ort station building has been remodeled
and now provides space for the accommodation of 1,002 male bathers énd 590
female bathers. Adequate dressing roon, shower and comfort station facilities
are now also provided., In this building, the recreation room and comfort
station for those using the general perk ares have been retained. This pool,
opened last season, is 50' x 145', and while not as large as soms of _the
other pools arcund the City, is as modern in every respect. In addition,
it has the advantage of a pleasant setting of largs shade trees all of which
had been growing at the site before the start of const_ructién and were retained
on two sides of the pool.

_ The water is fil‘uei'ed, purified and recirculated. Under-water
lighting for night use is provided and there is a large promenade around the
pool. The pool will be operated in the same manner as the other 15 outdoor
swimming pools also opening on May 30.

The nublic bath, located across from the pool at Cherokes Place amd
Bast 76 Str.ee‘b, has now been officially transfe_rred from the jurisdiction of
1:1}9 Borough President of Manhattan to the Department'of Parka., Plans are com~
pleted for the remodéling of this building. When completed it will provide a
large recreation room, gymnasium and auditorium. Plans have also been drawn
for the complete rehabilitation of the general John Jay Park area including
the consbruction. of a diving pool which will become a part of the swirming
pool and increase the capacity of this area. Materials arve now being pur--
chased. Construction work will stert shortly and the diving pool will be
ready for use next summer.

On weekdays and Saturdaye, from 10 A. M. to 12:30 P. M., there will
be a Iree period for children under fourteen years of age, during which hours
no edults will be permitted in the pool area., After 1 P, M. on weekdays, and
ali day on Sundays and holidays, there will be a 10¢ charge for children under
fourteen years of age and a 20¢ charge for older children and adults. | Group
swimming , diving 4ournaments, inter-pool cont ests? water showa, life saving

and first-ald classes will be part of the aquatic program.

LEE IR B 3
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The Dspartment of Parks announces that the first
of a series of four Naumburg Memorial Concerts will be given
on the Mall, Central Park, on Decoration Day, Friday, Msy 30,
at 8:15 P, M.

The threse rerma.in.ing oonc.erts will als6 be given on
the Mall on: July 4, July 31 and ILebor Day, September 1, at
8:15 P, M. | |

:This concert series is contributed by Mr. Walter
W. Naumburg and Mr. Georgé ¥. Naumburg, in memory of théir
father, Mr. Elkan Naumburg, who donated the bandstand oﬁ
the Mali.

The Decoration Day concert will be given by the
Naumburg Orchestra, with Ignace Strasfogel as conductor, and
Benjemin De Loache as the baritone soloist. The program will
inelude éelections by such Tamous artists as: Tschaikowsky,

Mozart, Schubert, Gounod and Mendelssohn.
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The Department.of Parks announces the completion and opening
Py 1
rp{ﬁba to the general public on Wednesday, May 28, of three new play areas in
3&“.&&-—«5‘01-951; Park, Queens. |
/ Lrea 1 L’&ﬁ The playground located along Park lane South at 79 Street is

equipped with swings, a sand pit, a shower basin, see~-saws, slides, a
pipe- frame exercise unit, a flagpols, benches, drinking fountains, and
a modern comfort station, and is enclosed by an 8' chain link fence.
The play area af Freedom Drive and Park Lane South contains similar
equipment, whereas the triangular-shaped playground at Metropolitan
Avenue, also along Park Lﬁne South, inéiudes a sand pit, a bituminoﬁs
surfaced tricycling area and benches. These latter two areas while
just completed were opened in part last fall to satisfy the recreational
needs of the children and to take the pressure off the adjacent park
.areas.- :

In =ddition the surface of Benninger Pléyground at Madison
Street, west of Fresh Pond Road has bsen repaved to provide all year
round usage,

A1l work was performed by the Work Projects Administration
according to plaus ?repared by the Department. of Parks. There are
now 422 playgrounds in the City., In 1954, there were 119, of which

52 have been redesigned and reconstructed.

* ok % %
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The Department of Parks announces the opening of the sixteen outdoor
swimming pools on Memorial Day, May 30, 1941, at 10 A, M. The pools are located

a3 followss

Manhattan: Hamilton Fish Pool East Houston and Pitt Streets

Colonial Fool Bradhurst Ave, West 145 to 147 Streets
Highbridgs Pool Amsterdam Ave, and 173 Street .
Thos. Jefferson Pool 111 to 114 Streets and First Avenus
23rd Street Pool 2214 Street and East River Drive
Carmine S%. Pool Clarkson-St¥est and 7 Avenue
60th Street Pgol 60 Strest between ALmsterdam and 1l Avenues
John Jay Fool 78th Street and East River Drive
Brooklyn: Sunset Pool 7th Avenue and 43 Streel
McCarren Pool Driggs Avenue and Lorimer Street
Red Hook Pool Clinton, Bay and lienry Streets
Betsy Head Pool Hopkinson, Dumont and Livonia Avenues
Bronx: Crotona Pool 173 Street and Fulton Avenue
Queenss Astorin Pool 19 Street and 23 Drive
Richmond: Faber Pool Richmond Terrace at Faber Street

Tompkinsville Pool Victory Boulsvard betwsen Bay Street and
Murray Hulbert Avenue

During the fall, winter and spring, twelve of these oubtdoor pools have
. been operated as free play centers. Various facilities, such as bhandball, volley

ball, paddle tennis and basketball were provided and ugsed by approximately
1,119,879 children and adults, On April 20 they were closed as plﬁy centers and
the areas cleaned, painted and put in readiness for the swimming season.

From May 30 to June 27 the pools will open at 10 A, M. and cldse at 6 -
P. M. and from June 28 until the end of the season they will open at 10 A. M. and
¢lose at 10 P, M., When the heat is oppressive and there is a public demézld, the
pools will remain open later than 10 P, M. In the event of cold or rainy weather,
they will clpse at an earlier hour, depending upon the patronsge.

On wee) days end Saturdays from 10 4. My to 12:30 P. M. there will be a
fres yeriod Yor childeen undsr fowrteen years of ege, during whioch hours no adults

will be admitted to thm pool mres. After 1 P, M, on week days and all dmy Sundays
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and holidays there is a 10¢ charge for children under fourteen years of age and

a 20¢ charge for older children and adultg. Group swimming, diving, diving tour-
naments, inter-pool contests, water shows, life saving and first aid classes will
be part of the aquatic program.

Orchard Beach, Pelham Bay Park in the Bronx, Jacob Riis Park Beach and
Rockaway Beach in the Rockeway Peninsular, Queens, Coney Island Beach, Brooklyn,
and South Beach and Wolfe's Pond Park Bsach in Staten Island will also open for
bathers on Memorial Day, May 30th. Bath house accommodations are available at
Jacob Riis Park and Orchard Beach,

At Orchard Beach there is a total of 7796 lockers for bath house patrons
and parking space is provided for 6,000 cars. A% Jacob Riis Park, the bath house
accommodates 10,000 pecple and the parking space 14,000 cars, Pafking at both
beaches will be 25¢ per car, bath house fees 15¢ for children's lockers and 25¢
for adult lockers. Dressing rooms are available at Jacob Riis Park for a fee of
20¢ per person. Recreztional areas at Jacob Riis Park and Orchard Beach providing
shuffle board, paddle tennis, and handball are available to the public, The
charge for the use of these facilities will be 10¢ per person, ﬁer half bour.

Basides these games areas at Jacob Riis Park thers is also an eighteen
hole pitch and putt golf course. A charge of 50¢ is made for each round of golf,
whick includes clubs and balls, In addition to these games areas, a syécial
schedule of events is planned for Jacob Riis Park, There will be calisthenics on
the beach each day at 12 P. M, and at 3 P, M. Zach Wednesday, begimning July lst,
will he Children's Day; races, contests and games will be staged in the outfield
of the soft ball area. There will be social dancing on the Mall every night ex~-
cept Bunday at 8:30 P.M, All these activities are free and patrons of the beach
are invited 40 jein in the fun. Similar activities have been scheduled for
Orchard Beach,

Beginning Monday, June 16, at Jacob Riis Park there will be soft ball
games every week day night, except Friday, the first game starting at seven o'clod

and the second game at 9., On Saturdays and Sundays a single game wili te played,
starting at 2:30 P.M, Three leagues have been formed and spectators are sure of
fast, interesting soft ball., The ball field is flood lighted and bleachers have
been provided for 1,000 persons,

Beach chairs and unbrellas may be rented at Orchard Beach and Jacob Riis

Park at a nominal charge and beach shops are provided where bathing accessories

can be purcheased,
* ¥ %
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The Department of Parks announces that the city-wide
finals of the annual Marble Tournament for playground boys and
zgirls, 14 years of age and under, will take »lace at ideckscher
Playgrqund, 62 Street and West Drive; Central Park, Manhattan,
on Saturday, May 24 at 2:00 P.M.

During the past three weeks, playground and district
eliminations were held in sach of the boroughs to determine the
best quslified contestants for the city finals,.

Twenty~five plavers in all, five fron each borough,
will compete next Saturday afternoon for the title of "Marble
Champion®™ of New York City's Park bepartment Pilaygrounds,

h Gold, silver and bronze nmedals will be awarded to
those who attain first, sscond and third place respeciively,

and brounze medals to the bhorough winners,
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The Department of Parks announces that the newly. organized
troupe of Park Department puppeteers will give the first of a series of 110 open
alr puppet and marioneﬁte shows, including "Jack and the Beénstalk" and "Hansel
and Gretel", at Columbus Park Playsround, Baxter and Worth Streets, Manhattan, on
Saturday, May 24, at 11 A, M, and at 3 P. M. from & trailer stage recently con-
structed in the department's work shop.

.".Tack and the_ Beanstalk® consisting of 3 acts last:‘_tng for approxi~
mately 50 minutes, has been selected for this opening performance. “Hansq} and
Gretel", the other play in the present repertoire, consisting of b scenes lasts
45 minutes.

These shows will continue %o be presgented ab 63 pérk playgrounds
and recreation areas, centrally located in various sections of the city, unfil
the final production at Riis Park, Queens, on Tuesday, August 19, according o
the attached schedules. |

Manhattan

May 24 to June 7, Inclusive
Bronx - June 9 to June 17, hid
Brooklyn - June 18 to July 10 "

Richmond # July 11 to July l6th *

Queens July 17 to August 19th "

Last December, the Park Department intrcduced puppet shows, for
the Tirst time, as part of its Christmas program of indoor recrsational activities.
Twenty-seven performances were given at that time, and every show was go well
attended and enthusiastically réceived by both children and adults, that it was
deéided to expand this type of dramatic activity by staging similar productions
outdoors, during the spring énd summer months.

For the past three months recrestion personnel, charged with tha

responsibility of putting on the shows, have been attending regular rehearsals,
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where they practiced the vﬁrious speaking parts until the proper nuance was ac-
quired for such characters in the dramatis personnae of "Jack and the Beanstalk"
as Jack, Mother, the Giant, the Giant's Wife, emd the Gypsy; and, in the cast of
"Hansel and Gretei”, such actors as: Hansel, Gretel, Father, Mother, Sandman,

Witch, and the Angels.

Hand in hand with voice cultivation, came the %ask of developing
the faculty of timely and skilful manipulaﬁion of the suspended figures.

Preliminary to all these dramatic preparations, this group had the
added burden of revising the original fairj tale texts, suitable only for reading,
80 as to make them adaptable to a puppet theatre, as well as acting in the capacity
of craftsmen by carving, molding, vainting and costuming the various figures to a
likeness becoming its particular part in the.drama.

The trailer stage, is 11 feet 10 inches high, 8 feet 6 inches
wide, and 14 feet 4 inchés long, It is equipped with electrical wires, lighting
fiztures, amplifiers,,éolored scenery, storage room and.an overhead horizontal
platform for the puppeteers. IZEvery contrivance, necessary for a first class puppet
and maricnette theatre has been provided for. |

On the exterior of the stage, characters and objects, familiar to
every reader of Grimm's Fairy Tales, are painted in variegated colors. Lengthwise,
on the face of one side, and to the right, the design portrays the Ginger Bread
House, and Hansel and Gretel in a woodlend scene; and to the left, Jack and the
Beanstalk, and Humpty-Dumpty; on the reverss side, Snow White, Littls Bow Peep,
and Little Red Riding Hood. On the front panel, there is depicted a performing
seal and clown; while the rear pansl contains a representation of the Three Bears

and the Grandmothert!s House of Little Red Riding Hood.

* % %k % k



May 24,

May 26,
May 27,

May 28,

May 29,
May 30,

Moy 31,

June 2,

Juns 3,

Juns 4,
June 5,
June 6,

June 7,

Saturday

Monday
Tuesday

Wednesday

Thur sday

Fridey

Satur day

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday
Thursday
Friday

Saturday

-

DEPARTMENT OF PARKS
QITY OF NEW YORK

SCHEDULE FOR TRAILER MARIONETTE THEATRE
Manhattan

Columbus Flayground at Baxter and Park Streets
11 A, My - "Jack and the Beanstalk"
3 P. M, - "Hansel and Gretel"

Hamilton Fish Playground at E. Houston, Stanton, Pitt & Sheriff
4 Py Mo ~ "Hansel and Gretel" Sts,

Kelly FPlayground at West 17 Street between 8 & 9 Avenues
4 P. M. - "Hansel and Gretel"

Jay Hood Wright Playsround at West 173 Street & Ft, Washington
Avenue
4 Py M. ~ "Hansel and Gretel"

Chelsea Playground at 10 Avenue, West 27 to West 28 Streds
4 PM, -~ "Hansel and Gretel" '

74 8treet and Riverside Drive Playground
4 P.M. -~ "Hansel and Gretel"

Heckscher FPlayground, 62 Street and West Drive, Central Park
11 A. Ms ~ "Jdack and the Beanstalk"
3 P. Ms - "Hansel and Gretel™ ,
North Meadow at 100 Street and West Drive, Central Perk
4 P, ¥, - "Hansel and Gretel"

Thomas Jefferson North Playground at Bast 114 Street and
Pleasant Avenue
4 Po M. = "Hansel and Grotel®

Mt, Morris East Playground at East 120 Street and Madison Aves
4 Po M, - "Hansel and Gretel"

Colonial Playground at Bradhurst Avenue and West 151 Street
4 P, M. - "Hansel and Gretel"

148 Street and Riverside FPlayground
4 Po M. - "Hansel and Gretel"

Roosevelt Playground, Chrystie, Grand and Delancey Streets
11 A, M, - "Jack and the Beanstalk"
% Po Me - "Hansel and Gretel" (
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DEPARTMENT OF PARKS
CITY OF NEW YORK

SCHEDULE FOR TRAILER MARIONETTE THEATRE

Brooklxg

June 18, Wednesday HcLaughlin Park Playground at Bridge and Tillary Streects
4 Py M. - "Hansel and Gretel®

June 19, Thursday McCarren Park Playground at Driggs Avenue and Lorimer Street
4 P, My - "Hansel and Gretel"

June 20, Friday Cooper Park Playground at Morgan Avenue and Sharon Street
4 P. M. - "Hansel and Gretel"

June 21, Saturday Red Hook Récreation Center at Court and Bay Streots
11 A4 M. - "Jack and the Beanstalk"
3 P, M, ~ "Hansel and Gretel"

June 23, Monday =  Lindsay Playground at lorimer Street and Johnson Avenus
: 4 Po M, - "Hansel and Gretel"

June 24, Tuesday MoKibben Park Playground at MoKibben and White Streets
4 P. M, - "Hansel and Gretel"

June 25, Wednesday Heckscher Playground at Grove Street between Wilson and
Central Avenues
4 P. M, = "Hansel and Gretel”

June 28, Thursday Bushwick Playground at Putnam Avenue between Xnickerbocker and
Irving Avenuves
4 P, M, - "Hansel and Gretel”

Juns 27, Friday Playground at Howard, Dean and Pacific Streets
4 Py My ~ "Hansel and Gretel"

June 28, Saturday Kew Lots Avenue Pluyground at Riverdale Avenue and Sackman St,
11 A, Me - "Jack and the Beanstalk"
'3 Pe My - "Hansel and Gretel"

June 30, Monday Atlantic Avermme and Linwood Street Flayground
‘ 4 Ps M, - "Hansel and Oretel"

July 1, Tuesday Elton Street and New Lots Playsround
11 4, M, = "Jack and the Beanstalk"
%5 P, Mo = "Hansel end Gretel"

July 2, Wodnesday Playground at Avenue L and East 18 Street
11 Ay M, - "Jack and the Beanstalk"
3 P. M. - "Hansel and Gretol"

July 3, Thursday Sunset Playground at Sixth Avenue and 44 Stroet
11 A4 ¥, = "Jack and the Boeanstalk"
3 P, M, ~ "Hansel and Gretel™
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Brooklyn (cont,.)

July 4, Friday Kelly Memorial Playground at Avenue S and East 14 Stroect

11 A, M, = "Jack and the Beanstalk"
3 Pe M, = "Hansel and Gretel"

July 7, Monday Bill Brown Memorial Playground at Bedford Avenue & Avenue X

11 Ay M. = "Jack and the Beanstalk"
3 P, My - “"Hansel and Gretel®

July 8, Tuesday Marine Park at Fillmore Avenue and Marine Parkway
11 Ay My - "Jack and the Beanstalk"
3 P, Ms = "Hansel and Gretel®

July 9, Wednesday Noptune Avenue and West 28 Stroet Flayground
11 A, Ms - "Jack and the Beanstalk"
3 Ps M. ~ "Hansel and Cretel"

July 10, Thursday Playground at 18 Avenue and 83 Street
11 A, e « "Jack and the Beanstalk"
3 P. My - "Hansel and Grotel"



June

June

June

June

June

June

June

June

CITY OF NZW YORK
DEPARTMENT OF PARKS

SCHEDULE FOR THE TRAILER MARIONETTE THEATRE

9, Monday

10, Tuesday

11, Wednssday

12, Thursday

13, Friday

14, Saturday

16, Monday

17, Tuesday

BRONX

Bronx Park East and Boston Road Playground
4 P.M. - "Hansel and Gretel™

Playground at Watson, Gleason and Noble Avenues
4 PM. - "Hansel and Gretel”

Playgrdund at Bradford, Fdison, Waterbury and LaSalle Avenue:
4 P.M. -~ "Hansel and Gretel"

Van Cortlendt Stadium at 240 Street and Broadway
4 P.M, - "Hansel and Gretel"

Claremont Park, North Playground, Teller and Mbt. Eden Avemne
4 P.M, - "Hansel and Gretel"

Poe Park {Concert Area) at Grand Concourse and E. 192 Stres’
11 AM. =~ "Jack and the Beanstalk™
3 P,M, = "Hansel and Gretel"

St, Mary's East Playground, E. 146 Street and Trinity Avenue
4 P.M. - "Hansel and Gretel®

Pulaski Playground, E. 133 Street and Wiliis Avenue
4 P.M. - "Hansel and Gretel"



DEPARTMENT OF PARKS
.CITY OF NEW YORK

SCHEDULE FOR THE TRAILER MARIONETTE THEATRE

QUEENS

At each of the following locations there will
be two performances daily at

July 17, Thursday
July 18, Friday
July 21, Monday
July 22, Tuesday
July 23, Wednesday
July 24, Thursday

July 25, Friday

July 28, Monday
July 29, T nesday

3uly 30 Wednesday

July 31, Thursday

August 1, Friday

August 4, Monday
August 5, Tuesday
August 6, Wednesday
August 7, Thursday
August 8, Friday

_ Bugust 11, Monday

August 12, Tuesday

1) AM. - "Jack and the Beanstalk"”
3 P.M. ~ "Hansel and Gretel”

Astoria Park, Ditmars Boulevard and 19 Street

Mgurice Playground, Masurice, Borden and 54 Avenue, Maspeth
Broadway and 78 Street Playgrouﬁd, Jackson Hefghts
Chisholm.PlaygrounQ, College Pt. Shore, Poppenhausen Ave.,E, Riv
Francis Lewis Playground, East River, 3 Ave., 147 Street
Flushing Memorial Playground, Bayside Ave., & 25 Ave., at 149 St.

Kissena Park Playground, Oak Ave. to Hempstead Turnpike, Kissena
Boulevard :

Bowne Park Playground, 29 Ave, to 32 Ave,, 158 Street
Crocheron Park Playground, 33 ~ 35 Avenues on Little Neck Bay

Cunningham Park Playground, Horace Harding Bivd., Grand Central
Parkway

Alley Pond Park, Grand Central Parkway and Union Turnpike

Springfield Pond at Springlfield Blvd., Sheffield Ave., South
of South Conduit '

Highland Upper Playground, Highland Blvd. and Heath FPlace
Dry Harbor Playground at 80 Street and Myrtle Avenue

Forest Park Music Grove, Main Drive near Woodhaven Boulevard
95 Avenue and 125 Street, Richmond Hiil

Van Wypk Playground at 111 Avenue & 134 Strest, Uzone Park
Marconi Playground at 155 Street, 108 Avenue, Jamgica

Liberty Park Playeround at Liberty Avenue at 173 Street, Jamaica
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QUEENS - (continued)

August 13, Wednesday St. Albans Memorial Playground, 11l Ave., 174 Place

August 14, Thursday Balsley Pond Park, 116 Ave., & 155 Street, Sunrise Highway
August 15, Friday ‘Brookville Playground, Brookville Boulevard & 143 Ave., Rosedal
August 18, Monday Braddock Playground, Braddock Ave. & 240 Street, Queens Village

August 19, Tuesday Jacob Riis Park Field at Neponsit, dockaway



July 11,

~duly 14,

July 15,

July 16,

Friday

Monday

Tuadday

Wedne sday

DEPARTMENT OF PARKS
CITY OF NEW YORK

SCHEDULE FOR TRAILER MARIONETTE THEATRE

Richmond

Schmul Playground at Wilde Avenue, Travis
11 A, ¥, =~ "Jack and the Beanstalk"
3 P. M, - "Hansel and Gretel"

Abraham Levy Plavground at Jewett & Castleton Aves., Port
Richmorrd
11 Ae Ms = "Jack and the Beanstalk"
% Ps ¥, - "Hansel and Gretel

Lincoln Ave, Playground at Lincoln Avernue, Midland Beach
11 A, ¥. - "Jack and the Boeanstalk"
3 P, ¥, - "Hansel and Greteli®

Clove Lakes at Victory Boulevard and Clove Road, . Brighton
11 &, Mo = "Jack and the Beunstalk"
3 Po M, ~ "Hansel and Gretel"
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On Saturday, May 24, 1941, at 1:30 P,M. the Department of Parks
will conduct Model Sail and Motor Boat races at Comservatory lake, 72
Street and 5 Avenue, Central Park, Marhattan.
Bimilar races will be held at 2:00 P. M, on the same day at
Linden Lake, 104 Street and 41 Avenus, Corona, Queens and at Martling's
Pond, Clove Lakes, Victory Boulsvard and Clove Road, West Brighton,
Richmonad.
Any boy or girl 16 years of age or younger may participate
in these races by entering a sail or motor boat in any of the following
. classes, provided he oﬁns the boat and sails it himself.
Sailboats: Class (a) from 12% - 1s%
’ (b} = 18" - 25%
(¢) " 25" -~ 32
(@) » 32% - 40"
{e} ® 40m . 50"
{f) Constructed models to 30OW
Motor Boats: Class () Electric and Spring Powered

Note: All boats to be measured for overall length from stern to bow, but not
including bowsprit.

A contestant may enter class F in addition to the other classes
if his boat is a home built model.

Boats are to sail along a predetermined course and instructions
will be given to contestants on the day of the races. Contestants must
apply at the judge's beooth not later than 12 noon on Saturday for measuring
in of boats and assigning of race ﬁumbers.

Gold, silver and bronze medals will be awarded to the winners

of each event.
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GEORGE E. 3PARGO
EXECUTIVE OFFICER

THE CITY OF NEW YORK

WIELLIAM H. LATHAM
DEPARTMENT OF PARKS PARK INGINKER
ARSENAL JAMES A. DAWSON
_ 64TH STREET AND FIFTH AVENUE PENIOR PARK DIRXCTOR
ROBERT MOSES _
COMMISSIONER CENTRAL PARK JAMES A, SHERRY °

New YorRK CiTy CHIEF CLEAK

May 22nd, 1941

STUYVESANT PARK

Dear Petitioner:

The Mayor has referred to me a petition circulated
by the Stuyvesant Park Mothers Club, to which your signature,
among many others, is attached, reguesting certain changes 1in
Stuyvesant Park,

These changes include:

l., A section reserved for chlildren and
their guardians.

2, A recregtional dirsctor.
3. BSand piles, and

4, Partigl closing of one of the main
gates, and complete closing of another
of these gates at certain hours, so
that a section will be closed to all
but children and their guardisans,

The Stuyvesant Park Mothers Club should have in-
formed you that the use of parts of Stuyvesant Park for play-
ground purposes was challenged in the courts, that suif was broughi
against the Park Commissioner and The City by various hospital
and other local interests who insisted that no playgrounds should
be provided, end that no areas should be fenced off for this pur-
pese, that this suit was brought on behalf of these Interests by
former Senstor Thomas I, Sheridan, thst Justice William T, Collins
of the Supreme Court decided the case against the Park Department
and The City, and that thils decision was affirmed by the higher
courts, _

The decision of Justice Colling rested on the assump-
tion that Stuyvesant Park was an ornamental public square, and
not a park in the ordinary sense, and that it would revert to the
heirs of the ori%inal donor if playgrounds and similar facilities
were provided, don't believe that the courts gave sufficient
weight to the public questions involved, but their decision 1s the
law unless and until it is modifiled by them.



The Appellate Division said that this area was established
as a'park-like enclosure beautified by lawns, shrubbery, trees, wind-
ing walks and fountains" and added, "In that condition substantially
the City is obligated to maintain it in perpetuity." The Appellate
Division further said "The argument that the city has a right to place
playgrounds in Stuyvesant Park because of the fact that in recent -
years it has been overrun by children does not aid the appellants!
contention."

Similarly the Court of Appeals said "The Trial Court
found that the intention of Peter G. Stuyvesant in dedicating '
Stuyvesant Square for use as a public square, was to have the square
embellished with taste and beauty and to enhance the value of his
adjacent lots and that Peter G. Stuyvesant dedicated Stuyvesant Sguare
for use as an ornamental public square. Both these findings have been
unanimously affirmed by the Appellate Division and there is evidence
to suppert both." _

Under the circumstances it must be obvious to. every one
that we can't partially or wholly close gates to this park so that
all or part of 1t will be open only to small children and their
guardians. The most that we can possibly de is %o put up signs, and
enforce a local park regulation that a certain unfenced area in the
southwest corner of the park is reserved for women and children.

This we have already done. I am personally of the belief that provid-
ing small sand piles in this area will not run afoul of the decision
above referred to, and we shall therefore install such sand piles. I
don't helieve that we have the right to provide a playground directcr
in a place where there is no formal playground. There will, however,
be park attendants to keep order.

At the time Senator Sheridan brought his suit we tried in
every possible way to explain to local residents the effects of an ad-
verse decision. We warned the people of the neighborhood of pre-
cisely what has happened. Had there been & larger response from the
neighborhood at the time, and had the importance of the decision to
your group and others been made manifest in the courts, I belleve the
decilsion would have been different. As it was, the Courts were evi-
dently impressed by the arguments presented on behalf of the neighbor-
ing hospitals that play facilities in Stuyvesant Park would be detri-
mental to them. It is too late, however, to argue this matter now.

The Park Department is doing everything it possibly can to
meet this serious local problem consistently with the decision of the
courts. _

Very truly yours,

S G

Commissioner.
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ARSENAL. CENTRAL PARK For Release Tuesday,

TEL, REGENT 4=—1000 _ _ May 20, 191

The Department of Parks announces the seasonal
reopening of the Tavern-On-The-Green on Thursday, May 22.

The Tavern is located on the site of the old
Central Park Sheepfold opposite 67 Street.

Savarins Management, Inc., operators of restau-

: rants in the Waldorf-Astoria, will again operate the Tavern.

Luncheon will be from 85¢, dinner from $1(55, or
a la carte, and afternoon tea for as little as 35¢. After
9 P. M, & minimum charge of $1.00, which will include food
and beverages, will be charged.

There will be dining and dancing on the terrace
nightly from 7 P. Ms %0 closing, featuring the music of
Hughie Barrett and his orchestraz. This will be the fourth
season this orchestra has played at the Tavern-On-The-Green.

Special facilities are availeble for private

parties.
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ARSENAL. CENTRAL PARK For Release_ Tuesday,

TeL. RESZNT 4—1000 : May 20, 1941

On Saturdey, May 24, the Depa rtment of Parks in cooperation
with the United States Lawn Tennis Association, will présent a tennis
elinic at the Central Park Courts, 93 Street and West Drive, from 11 A.M,.
to 2 PMe Such outstanding stars as the internationally famous Czecho-
slovakian Davis Cup Star, Ladislau Hecht; Francis X. Shields, a nationally
ranked star since 1928, member of Davis Cup 'teém, runner-up in the National
Championships and member of Kational Doubles champion team in 19333 Sarah
Palfrey Cooke, National ranking star consistently si.nce 1929, member of
Wightman ctip team since 1230, former National Women's Indoor, Doubles Quit-
door, and Mixed Doubles championship; Elwood Cooke, naticnal ramking star,
present titleholder National Indoor Doubles, runner-up Wimbledon champion-
ship and former Wimbledon Doubles Champion; and Sidney Wood, member Davis
Cup team, runner-up National Singles and Dowbles championship, will demon-
strate "How Not to Play Tennis™. Ingtructions will be given in stroke
technique, footwork, position and tournament.play. All ars invited %o
attend and take part in this three hours of expert tennis instruetion.
Arrangements have been made to handle a large crowd by setting up bleachers
and & public eddress system, It ;.s boped that this exhibition will aid
those who have. entered the championships for men, women &nd junior boys
conducted by this department as a part of the Park Department's Second

Annual Sports Tournament.

#* ok ok ok
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DEPARTMENT OF PARKS
ARSENAL, CENTRAL PARK _ For Release. Monday,

TEL. REGENT 4—1000 May 19, 1941

A city-wide tree planting program carried out during most unusual and
difficult planting conditions this spring nears completion. Progressing under
200 separate projects, it will have added to the i’apidly increasing flora_of the
eity approximetely 20,000 major trees averaging 27-3" in diameter, and 10,000 minor
trees as well as 500,000 shrubs and vines,

TUnder the heading of ma:}or. trees are inclﬁded Oaka, Maples, Lindens,
Elms, Besches, Sweet Gums, Sour Gums, Birches, Willows, Tulips, Planes, Honey lo-
custs and Gingkos. Minor trees are Flowering Dogwoods, Hawthornes, Crabapples,
Shadbush, Styrax, Silverbells, Magnolias, Eleagnus, Hornbeam and Cercidiphyllum.
The more ¢OmoL shruﬁs used include the Virburnums, Forsythias, Bayberry, Honey-
suckles, Privets, Sumacs, Aronias, Roses and Hollies., Ground covers material. in-
clude the. Ivies,, Myrtles, Honeysuckles, Spurge and special lawn seed mixtures.

On the basis of the park and parkway site and the public usage, there
are two broad classifications oi t..ree planting to considel, namelyi shade tree
planting and ornemental tree planting.

Shade +rees serve the dual purpose of improving the landScape picture by
s¢reening ugly groups of buildings, enhancing the setting of good architecture:
and affording physical comfort to pedestrians, motorists, bench warmers and those
engeaged in active play. Deﬁending on the type of area, they are planted informally
in groups or formally in rows. The second group is important for pictorial amd
esthetic reasons and forms t'he backbone of landseape composition in all types of
park and parkway areas.

The Department of Parks and the various Borough President offices, with
Federal assistance through relief funds, have broken during the past few years the
crust of thousands of acres of arid pavements, rehabilitated public sites and un-

developed areas with ornamentsl and shade trées. The scope of the projscts includes
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planting in connection with parkways, drives,,promenades, malls, triangles, side-~
walks, and various types of parks, playgrounds, at.hletic fields, beach develop- -
ments, boat basin srees. and publiecibuilding.sites. |

Planting designs for work done by the above agencies were prepared by
or - reviewed and approved by the Department of Parks,

The size of spscific jo'bs ranges from single trees located on small in~
tersection triangles to long continuous stretches of tree planted parkways and
highwayé: Mile. upon mile of broadly landscaped pai'kways with clusters and groves
éf trees similar to the recently completed 35 mile Belt system are now being taken
for granted. A notabls example of highway planting which is receiving consider-
able public attention is the 15 mile multiple road boulevard which extends from
Queens Plaza to the Rockeways via Queens, Woodhaven and Cross Bay Boulevards.
Motorists bound for Rockaway Beach mey observe precise squadrons of Pin Qaks
and American Elm totaling 850 trees in the malls and sidewslk planted strips
forming a junction with similarly landscaped complsted sections.

As an exemple of la.rge park projects, the 1850-acre Crotona Park in the
Brom; has been extensively reconstructed. The area which includes several new
playgrounds, a boat hou.se, three new comfort stations, baseball fields and
bleachers, has been planted with 1,300 major trees, 1,400 minor trees and
13,000 shrubs and vines.

Small scale planting mey be seen at the recently opened 2% acre band~
shell and playground area in Prospect Park where the fine old adjacent trees
heve been supplemented with Pin Oaks and a variety of shrubs.

The most dramatic example of street planting was undertaken in the
spring of 1939 along Fifthk Avemie at Rockefeller Cen'ﬁer and the 8t. Patrick's

Cathedral where twelve full grown English Elms were planted. For two years
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as would be expected the growth has lagged but this year the leafage is approach-
ing normal,
The final stage in the evolution of the Flushing Meadows from swemp
t0 Fair to Park proceeds at a pace congiderably slower than originally planned
because of lack of funds. However, much of the planting in the malls and in
several of the especially fine gardens, will remain intact. A considerabla
guantity of shrubs and trees falling within the areas which must be altered or
rebuilt to confomm with the park development have been transplanted this spring.
Statistics on a few noteworthy street tree planting projects follow:

1. Ramona Boulevard - Staten Igland
335 Daks

2+ JTrmons Avenue - Brooklyn
380 new trees

3« Ditmars Bouleva rd - Queens
400 new trees
100 transplanted

4. 23rd Avenus - Queens
120 new trees

5« Oross Bay Boulevard - Queens
1500 new trees

6, Mstern Boulevard - Bronx
335 new t rees

7. Various replacement on the streets of Manhattan -
600 new trees '

8. BStreet trees planted by private ow ners -
680 new trees

% ¥ ¥k ¥
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THL. REGENT 4—1000 May 9, 1941 .

The Park Department announces that the afterncon
weeokday sessiduns of the Roller Rink at the New York City
Building, Flushing Meadow Park, Queens, will be discont inued
after today, Friday, May 9. |

Hereafter, afteméon Bessions starting at 2430
o'clock will be held only on Saturdays and Sundays, with
svening sessions every night at 7:30 o'clock. The free
period for c¢hildren on Seturday morunings, from 9:3C A. M.
to 12 ﬂoon, will cont‘inue as usnal.

I is expected that because of the air conditioned
buyilding, the roller skating sessions now planned, will con-
timue popular throughout the warm weather.

Since the skating rinks in the City Building were
opened to the public on Janvary 12, 1941, they have been
patronized bjr 163,955 skaters. Permanent parking fields,
large e_nough tc accommodate normal crowds at the Building,
are now imder construction snd will be completed by fall,

At present, the court in front of the building is available

ag a parking field for patrons.
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The Department of Parks announoes the opening of
the piteh and putt zolf. course at Jacob Riis Park for this
seagon on Saturday, May 10th.

With $the excaptionally fine weather this Spring,

_ the course is in excsllent condition and golfers using this
faciii‘by wili enjoy ideal playing conditions.
' A charge of 50¢ a round is made t¢ play on this
coursse. There will be no echarge made for parking at Jacod

. Riis Park until May 30th.

'.'.."'ah. RN
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" The Department of Parks amncunces that the Night Superin-
tenfent of the Central Park Zoo, former Governor Alfred E. Smith,
has arranged to have five elk donated by the New York State Conserva-
tion Department. They will arrive at the Central Park Zoo at 6:00
B. M, on Wednegday, May 7.

One of these five is a 17 year old cow given to Alfred E.
Smith by the Boy Scouts when he was Governor of New York State. The
scouts while on a hiking trip in 1924 found the very young animal
which was apparently lost and presented it fo the Governor who kept
it for some time in the temnis court adjacent to the Executive Man-
sion. Untamed and wild at first,. the yeﬁrling finally became
friendly and playful under the Governor's care.

When the Governor left Albany, the animal was turned loose
with other elk in the wild life sgnctuarsz of John Boyd Thacher Park,
15 miles southwest of Albany.

Governor Smith, in his capacity as Honorary Night Superin-
tondent of the Zoo, will be on hand to welcome and unload his old
pet and see that she and the others are properly housed and cared
for in their new home. Photographs of the animals may be taken

immediately,
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Constructicn by the Triborough Bridze Authority of the
Gowanus Parkway Extension of the Belt Parkwaylis progreséing gatis- .
factorily towards its scheduled completion in October, 1941,

The old Third Avenue elevated structure is being re~
modeled end will be utilized, From 18th Street to 39th Street along
Third Avenue and also along Hamilton Avemue, new construction will
link the Belt Parkway at Owl's Head Park to the Brooklyn entrance
of the Brooklyn-Battery Tunnel. The new slevated parkway structure
on Third Avenue is 22 feet above street level with two 24 foot

’ strips of paving designed for two way traffic and separated dy a
four foot center wall, A two foot clearance marks the division
between the outside cdrbing and the edge of the steel structures.
The 180 foot right-of-wey, and the limited height of the elsvated
strﬁcture, gives the new parkway a streamlined as well as pedestal
appearance. Cantilever in design, it is planned to minimize inter-
Terence with the lower structure, and it is so far removed from ad-
joining property that there is little marked difference from a

parkway on the surface,
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For Release_ Friday

Woy 2, 1941

Bids were 6pened today by the Department of Parks at the

Arsenal Building, Central Park, Manhattan, on contracts for the

electrical work and for heating facilities required in comnection

with the alteration of the former New Jersey Building located in

Flushing Meadow Park, Queens, into a City Pelice Precinct. Contracts

for the general alterastions and for plumbing work were let on April 28,

194%.

The heating work consists of the installation of a gas fired

steam boiler and all necessary supply lines and radiators. Under the

electrical contract, portions of the old lighting system will be removed

and new lighting facilities added to meet requirements under the re-

vised floor plane to provide a complete lighting and control sysfem.

for the future police building.

The three lowest bidders for each of the contracts are the

following:

ELECTRICAL
}o.
2.
3.

HEATING
l.
2.
3.

Berry Electrical Company
890 Utica Avenue, Brooklyn, N. Y.

Naumer Electric Company
60 Cliff Street, New York City

Public Improvements, Inc.

409 Eagt 17 Street, New York City
Edward Kiss, Inc,

207 East 43 Street, New York City

Clermont Heating Company
480 Clermont Avenue, Brooklyn, N.Y.

Pipe & Engineering Company
537 Coster Street, New York City

¥* o % ¥

$3,431.,00
3,717.00

3,719.00

3,500.00
3,535.00

3,670.00
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TEL. REGENT 4—1000 May 1, 1941

The Department of Parks announces that the children of 20 Park Department
playgrounds will celebrate the anniversary of the official opening of these recrea-~
tion arsas by engaging in Birthday Parties specially arranged for the occasion.

In addition to games in softball, baseball, volleyball, basketball, ping
PoRE, horseshoe pitching and shuffleboard, there will be athletic meets, for both
boys and girls, ineluding dashes, relays, high jumping, broad-jumping, tug—of-—wﬁr,
and such novelty evenis as the three legged race, obstacle race, egg and spocn
race, and potato race.

While the program will also feature activities associated with the usual
birthdaey party such as: group games, amateur singing and dancing contests, musical
instrument contests and treasure hunts, with prizes and refreshments for the par-
ticipants, there will be events of a patriotic nature embracing solo and community
singing of the national anthem, salute to the flag, and appropriate recitations and
dramatic productions.

The May schedule for playground birthday celebrations is as follows:
Manhattan Mt. Morris Playground, E. 120 St. & Madison Ave, - May 2, 1836 - 8 P.M.

Mary Harriman Rumsey Playground, 71 St. & East Drive-—May' 17,1937~ 3 P.M.

West 45 Street Playground, between 9th & 10th Avenues~May 17,1937-2 P.M.

Downing to Carmine Streets, West of 6th Avenue - May 24, 1935-2 P.M.

McCaffrey Playground, West 43 St. bet. 8 & 9 Avenues-May 26, 1938-4 P.M.

Brooklyn 23 Street & 5th Avenue Playground - May 1, 1836 - 2 P.M.
Union & Van Bruni Streets Playground ~ May 1, 1935 - 3 P.Ma,
Tompkins Park Playground, Tompkins & Lafayette Aves.-May 35,1936 - 2 P.M.
Kelly Memorial Playground, Avenue S & East 14 St. - May 4, 1940 - 4 P.M,
New Utrecht Avenue & 70 Street Playground - May 24, 19385~ 4.P.M.
Blake & Buclid Avenues Playground - May 25,1940 - 12 M

Marine Park Playground,Fillmore Ave.& Stuart St. =~ May 27, 1938~ 3 P.M.

Mount Prospect Playgrourd,Bastern Pkwy & Flatbush .
Avenue - May 27, 1939~ 4 P.M,

ngens Corons Playground, 46 Avenue & 111 Street -~ May 4, 1936~ 4 PJM.
Triboro Bridge Approach Playground,21-23 Sta. - May 7, 1937~ 3 P.M.:
Agtoria Health Center, 14 Street & 31 Avenue_ -~ May 29,1938~ 4 P.M.
Bronx Goble Place & Macombs Road Playground - May 7, 1938~ 3 P.M.
Bast 167 Street & Stebbins Avenue Playground ~ May 14,1938+« 3 P.M.
Bast 166 Street & Morris Avenue Playground - May 29,1937~ 3 P.M.

Ricmmond Lincoln Avenue Playground, Midland Beach =~ May 15,1938« 4 P.M.
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DEPARTMENT OF PARKS

ARSENAL, CENTRAL PARK For Release_ Thursdsy
THL, REGENT 4~=1000 _ May 1, 1941
'B~73: 19897 }plus develop plan & location map
19898 )
15899 ) ' .
19900 ) In Prospect Park the recreation area bounded by Prospect Park West

-and the West Drive between 9th and 11th Streets has been completed with the

exception of a few minor items of work and is available for public usage. The
area i3 easily accessible from the 15th Street station on the Church Awenﬁe
line of the Independent Subway or by trolley car. Congstructed by the Work
Projects Administration from plans prepared by the Department of Parks, this

development covers about 2-1/2 acres and provides modern facilities for con-

certs and drama, and out-of-door social dancing in addition te a fully equipped

children's playground. It can be entared from Prospect Park West at either
9th or 1lth Streets and from the pedestrian paths which encircle it inside
the park.

In the playground portion of the improvement the many benches are
shaded by some of the lafge old trees and by forty-five newly planted pin |
oaks. It contains a wide variety of equipment so that children of different
age groups may find the kind they most enjoy. There are see-—saws, glides,
swings, a large sand pit and a wading pool measuring about fifty by seventy
feet, a gize that permits its use as a volley ball court during the cold
weather months.

Separated from the playground by a combined Band Shell, comfort sta-
tion and maintenance building, is the semi-circuler area for community sing-
ing, concerts and dancing. It is enclosed by wood and concrete benches placed
alternately with twenty pin ozks and is designed for double duty as a play

and game area when its smooth bituminocus pavement is not being otherwise used.

Chairs and movable benches will be put in place for special events as needed. .

The Band Shell building is an attractive brick and concretc structure
with simple but interesting wrought iron gates end window grilles. The Shell

itself is a concrete arch with a glass brick wall illuminated at night from

¥ K
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behind, at the rear of the platform. The building contains comfort
station facilities for men and women, two well-equipped dressing
rooms, each with its lavatory, and in addition a locker room and
very ample storage space. Carrvettinas and their supplies of candy,
ice cream and soft drinks, together with the necessary refrigerators,
take up a large part of this storage space, but there is also room for
park maintenance equipment and materials. Under the platform of the
Band Shell is storage space for the chairg used at concerts. ietal
doors and panels in the front of the platform can be opened to allow
the hand trucks carrying the stacked chairs to be rolled in and out
as necessary.

This Band Shell axd concert area is not intended to replace
the old Band Stand and the Prospect Park Concert Grove which can ac-
commodate much larger groups. It will be used only by small dance or-—
chestras consisting of fifteon to twenty-five persons, for Song Testi-
vals, the popular Barber Shop Quartet contests, and for dramatic pro-
ductions.

This new recreation area makes the 419th playground in the
park system. In 1934 there were 119 in the fivé boroughs, 52 of which

have been redesigned and reconstructed,

O H
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The Dﬁpartment of Parks announces that the
historic Claremont Inn, built in 1806 snd recognized
as one of New Y ork's landmarks, on Riveraide Drive
north of Grant's Tomb, will rsopen at 1l a.m. Satur-
| day, May 3

. Iuncheon will be $1.,00, dinner 31.5_5 and
up, special suppe:i: $1.00.

There will be dancing inside and outside
on the terrace. Music will be furnished by Joe

Rieardel end his orcheatra.

% W ok W

May 1, 1941
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The Department of Perks anncunces that work in comnection with
the arection of tw steel flagpoles and plaques on the Fifth Avenue sids
of the New York Public Library, as a manorial to John Purroy Mitchel,
former Meyor of New York City, has been completed,

Comt ract plans for the replacement of the missing wooden staff,
vhich fell in a windstorm, as well as its mate at the southeast cormer
of the Library, were prepared in 193 by the Department. At that time
the necessary funds could mt be procured for the project. ki

A memorial fund was raised in 1917 for the erection of a mon-
umert at Fifth Avenue and 90th Street in Central Park commemorating the
distinguished civic and militaxy services of former Mayor Mitchel, In
acco rdance with a recent court order, the Department of Parks, acting for
the City of New York was empowered to prepare and award a contract fop
the new memorisl with the approval of the Fulton Trust Company, the pres-

" T ent administrators of the residue of the original fund,
Mr, Frank Polk wag Chaiman of the commit{ee which raised the
Mit chel Fund, and other surviving menbers are:
George Mchbeny
Herbert Bayard Swops
Henry Margenthau, Sr.
John J. Freschi
G&C&'ge H. Bell
Charles L. Bemheimsr
Henry Brmere
3tenley Howe
Frederic R. Coudert, Sr.
Lamar Hardy
Ri¢hard W. Lawrence
Williem Fellowes Morgan, Sr.
Nethan iel Phillips
Theodore Rougasesn
Alfred B, Bmith
The old wooden pole, abost 85' high, has been moved to Mitchel
Square at St. Nicholas Avenuve amd Broadwey, New York City, IV hea been
erscted on &4 simple granite bese incisaed to commemorate the wilitaxry service .
of Major Mitchel im the first World Wan
The highly decorative existing bronze end marble buses at the
library site have been reset on reinforced concrete foundations to support
the new 95' tapered steel poles. A bronze plague has been set in the
granite flagstone pavement at the base of each pole. The south pole will

£ly the natiomal colors and the plaque in raised letters memorializes the

military service of Mr. Mitchel. The pole to the north will fly the City
flag in honor of his services as Mayor and the bronze plaque at the base

s  is worded accordingly.
e pes s Lo
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DEPARTMENT OF PARKS

ARSENAL, CENTRAL PARK For Release Tuesday,
TeL. REGENT 4—1000 April 29, 1941

The Depértmant of Parks snnounces the letting of a contract for light-
iné & part of Flushing Meadow Park, Borough of Queens, in the area bounded by
111 Street, Grand Central Parkway, the Long Island Railroad and Corona Avenue,
and in the section adjoining the New York State Building and swimming pool.
Also included are installation of complete service supply to the New York City

Building, the New York State Building, the future Health Mussum near the City
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Building, Police Building, the Boat House on Msadow lake, the former World's

Fair Sewage Pumping Station and an existing Comfort Station near Corona Avenue,

*
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The work consists of the installation of complete park lighting systems
in the areas referred to, comprising subsurface condult, splice boxes, cable
and lighting standards. Also the installation of necessary primary services,

transformer vaults, duct systems, service and metering equipment and switch-

board comnections to the various permanent buildings. Also the replacement of
existing equipment in the old World's Fair Sewage Pumping Station, ineluding
structural changes and modifications to the pipe line system. Also the removal
of equipment from a substation located near the Long Island Railroad sast of
Grand Central Parkway and all other incidental woi‘k necessary to provide a
complete lighting system and service connection.

The following are the three low bidders:

1. Rao Electrical Equipment Company, Inc. $37,700.00
160 Fast 41 Street, New York City

2. T. Frederick Jackscn, Inc. 98,000,00
25 West 43 Street, New York City _

3. Arc Electrical Comstruction Compeny 103,000.00
739 Second Avenus, New York City s
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Bids were opened today at the U. 8, Engineers 0ffice, 17 Battery Place,
before Colonel L. S§. Dillom, District Engineer, for the work of dredging 1,300,000
yards of material from Great Kills Harbor, Marine Park, Staten Island. This is
part of a joint plan between the City of New York and the federal government for
providing an 8 foot deep boat harbor at Great Kills, and placing the fill along
the south and east shore of the Bay, for the development of Marine Park. The
P. Sanford Ross Company was low bidder with a bid of $113,761.68.

Under the contract let today, work will actlvely get under way on the
completion of one of the great fubure shore front recreation arsas of the City.
In 1934 a long bulkhead was constructed attaching Crookes Point to the mainland
and some fill was placed, In 3936 the City acquired the adjacent meadow lamd %o
round out the park area so that today title to all the land and land under water
required for the entire program is vested in the City. The new coniract let today
will complete the deepening of the harbor and the placing of additional fill on
the new beach and on the inside meadow land. The work is to be completed late
this summer. The cost of the dredging contract is to be split equally bvetween
the City and the federal government, the City paying for the work and being re-
imbursed by the federal government.

Marine Park will be connected with the future pariway and arterial

"road system on Staten Island,

The plan for this park area was suggested a number o.f.yvaars ago and
was strongly endorsed by the Metropolitan Conference on Parks in 1928 and 1930,
and submitted by the Department of Parks to the Mayor on May 20, 1940,

The plan calls for filling the entire park area including the portion

in the center of the park now cccupied by the abandoned incinerator. The City

‘already has a substantial investment in this program.
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The Department of Parks announces the completion of
work in connsction with development of the i&ke area in Crocheron
Park west of the Cross Island section of the Belt Parkway snd
south of 35 Avenus, Quesns.
| The improvement consisted of cleaning the floor of the
lake, adjusting the shore line and also the existing drainage
system, walks and curbs,

The adjacent slopes were graded, topsoiled, sodded and
smbellished with various shrubs aand trees;

The foot of 35 Avenue, formerly a dead end, has heen pro-
vided with a $urn-around and parking area, providing a view of

Little Neck Bay amd access $o the cool summer breezes,

* % % k K
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The Department of Parks announces that work in connection with
the erection of tw steel flagpoles and plaques on the Fifth Avenue side
of the New York Puwlic Library, as s menorial to John Purroy Mitchel,
former Mayor of New York City, has been completed.

Cont ract plans for the replacement of the missing wooden staff,
vh ich fell in a windstomm, as well as its mate at the southeast cormsr
of the Library, were prepared in 1937 by $he Department., At that time
the necessary funds could not be procured for the project.

A memorial fund was raised in 1917 for the erection of a mon-
ument at Fifth Avenue and 90th Strest in Central Park commemorating the
distinguished civic and military services of formsr Mayor Mitchel. In
aceordance with a recent court order, the Department of Parks, acting for
the City of New York was empowsred to prepare and award a contract for
the new memorial with the spproval of the Fulton Trust Company, the pres-
ent administrators of the residus of the original furd.

My, Frank Polk was Chaimnan of the committes which raised fhe
Mit chel Fund, and other surviving members are:

George McAneny

Herbert Bayard Swope
Henry Morgenthau, Sr.
Jokhn J. Freschi

George H. Bell

Charles L. Bemheimer
Henry EBrmers

Stanley Howe

Frederic R. Coudert, Sr.
Lamwar Hardy

Richard W. lLawrence
Willism Feliowes Morgan, Sr.
Nathaniel Phillips
Theodore Rousseau
Alfred B, Smith

The old wooden pole, about 85 ' high, has been moved to Mitchel
Square at St. Nicholas Avenue ami Broadwsy, New York City. It has been
erected on a simple granite bass incised to commemorate the military service
of Major Mitchel in the first World Wamn

The highly decorative existing bmonze and marble bases at the
library site have been reset on reinforced concrete foundatioms to support
the new 95*' tapered steel poles., A bronze plagque has boen set in the
granite flagstone pavamsnt .at the base of each pole. The south pole will
fly the national colors and the plague in raised letters memorializes the
military service of Mr., Mitchel., The pole to the north will fly the City
flag in honor of his services as Mayor end the bronze plague at the base

is worded accordingly.
* & k Ak %
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The Department of Parks ennounces the opening of bids on two -éontmcts
in connection with the alferations to the existing New Jersey Building on the
former World's Fair site at Flushing Meadow Park in the vicinity of Rodmsm
Street and approximately on the prolongation of 58th Road, Borough of Queens.
The contracts provide for changes and modifications to the building and installa-
tion of plumbing facilities, required to convert the former exhibit building
into a medern structure with facilities for operation as a completely equipped
police precinect. Bids on contracts for heating and lighting will be received
May 2, 1941,

The work under the general construction contract provides for the re-
moval of exhibit cases, pertition walls and construction of new partitions to
provide police locker pooms, detective and officers reooms and main muster room
including raised platform and desk facilities. The plumbing comtractor will
remove existing plumbing and install new soil and water lines, toilef and wash-
roon facilities and gas lines for heating purposes.

The three lowest bidders under each of the contractsare as follows:

GENERAL

1. Great Eastern Construction Company, Inc, $10,587.00
110 West 40 Street, New York City

2, Berman Construction Company, Inc. 10,900.00
134~34 Northern Blvd,, Flushing, N,Y.
3. Rolin Construction Company 11,815.00
11 West 42 Street, New York City
PLUMBING
1. Public Plumbing Corporation $2,425,00

64-29 79 Street, Flmhurst, L, I.

2. William C. Orowe, IHC. 2,779.00
335 Rast 82 Street, New York City

3. Rittenhouse Plumbing Corporation 3,100.00
210 East 40 Street, New York City

* &k % k
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The Department of Parks announces that the 7th annual city~wide cham-
pionship in Barber Shop Quertet singing will take place con the Mall, Central
Park, 71 Street and Center Drive, Thursday, June 19th, at 8:30 P, M,
Quartet singing of such popular barber shop ballads as: "Let Me Call
You Sweetheart®; "Dear 014 Girl"; "Mandy Lee"; "Sweet Adeline®™, and many other
songs made famous by the habitues of the old tonsorial parlors in the early part
of the present century, was revived in 1935, when the Park Department included a
contest for Barber Shop Quartets in its program of recrsational activities. Twenty
quartets entered the competition that year and prizes of substantial value were
awarded to the winners. The interest in this type of vocal activity has increased

to such an extent with each of the five succeeding contests that, in 1940, %5

quartets participated in the Park Department eliminations.

1940 also marked the first National Chempionship, which was held at the
New York World's Fair, under the asuspices of a nation wide organizabion, known as
"he Society For The Pressrvation And Encouragement of Barber Shop Quartei Singing
in America®.

This society already has plans under way for the staging of the second
National Championship in Barber Shop harmony at St. Louis on July 3, 4 and 5, 1941.
The winning quartet in the Park Department city-wide finals scheduled for Thursday,
June 19, will be eligible for the Nationals,

In order for a quartet to qualify for the city finals of the Park Depart-
ment contest, it must enter one of the borough seliminations, by filing application
with the Park Director of the borough in which the quartet desires to participate,
at any time between now and May 24, the closing date for entries.

Any four male singers of amateur standing may enter this Barber Shop
Quartet contest provided they reside in New York City. Other rules, together
with the 1list of songs permitted in the competition, may be obtained at the
time of gpplication for the borcugh eliminations.

Following are the names and addresses of the Park Dirsctors:

Manhattans Philip J. Cruise
Arsenal Building, 5th Avenue & 64 Street

Brooklyn: Richard C. JTenkins
Litchfield Mansion, Prospect Park West & S5th Street

Queens: James J, Mallen
The Overlook, Union Turnpike & Park Lane South, Kew Gardens

Bronx: George L. Quigiley
Bronx Park Esst and Birchalil Avenue

Richmond: A. M. Anderson
Clove lekes Park, 1150 Clove Road, West New Brighton

* % %
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The Department of Parks announces the completion and opening to the
public on Wednesday, April 23, of a new playground and athletic field adjacent
to the Abraham Lincoln High School at West Avenue, West 5 Street, Ocean and Belt
Parkways. Approximetely two acres, this recreational area was acquired by con-
demnation as a public park in Belt Parkway proceedings, to be added to the for-
mer school athletic field for joint use by the Park Department and the Board of
Education.

The playground is at the westerly end of the development and the
. athletic field which was formerly under the sole jurisdiction of the Board of
. HEducation, is adjacent to the school,

- The development consists of four paved tennis courts and two softball
diamonds which in the future will be paved with bituminous material to provide
all year round usage, including roller skating and ice skating, also a bitumin-
ously.paved area in which are three shuffleboard courts, two paddle tennis courts,
three basketball standards and a basketball court with removable standards.

The athletic field consists of a foothsll field encircled by a runring

. track} a Tield house with comfort station facilities, locker and shower accommo-
dations and concrete bleachers seating approximately 1100 spectators.

The improvement was designed by the Department of Parks, approved by
the Board of Education and constructed by the Work Projscts Administration.

During school hours the aree will be under the éontrol and supervision
of the Board of BEducation and st all other times it will be operated by the
Department of Parks,

The park system now contains 418 playgrounds. In 1934 there were 119
rlaygrounds in the five boroughs, 52 of which have been redessigned and recon-

gtructed,

¥ k k ok ok
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The General Worth memorial obelisk has recently emerged from the coat of
dust, scot and other city grime which it has acquired during its 84 years of
existence on the west side of Madison Squere Park. This serubbing was prompted by
the new black marble service building recently erected north of its base by the
Department of Water Supply, Gas and Elsciricity and serving not only as a setting
for the monument but also housing the main valves of the Catskill Aqueduct Supply.

Located near the center of the small triangle at the intersection of
Broadway, 5th Avenue and 25th Street, the memoriasl stands in a 35' square grass
plot bounded on three sides by é low granite curbt which is surmounted by panels
of ornate wrought iron fence held between granite piers.

The 50! granite memorial shaft supported by & 15' square plinth was de-
signed by James Goodwin Batterson, Architect,{1823-1901), Constructed of solid
blocks of Barre Vermont granite, it was financed by the Corporation of the City
of New York in 1857 and dedicated to the memory of Major General William Jenkins
Worth, U. 8. A., who was born in Hudson, New York, March 1, 1794 and died in San
Antonio, Texas, May 7, 1849, After hié death the General's remains were trans-
ported to New York City and interred baneath the monument.

.Because the green patina of the bronze portiocns is a natural oxidation,
which in sculpture is considered highly desirable, great care was exercised
during cleaning in order not to disturb its beauty and uniformity.

The theme of the sculptural decorations is: "DUCIT AMOR PATRIAE® (love
of Country Leads Ma).

Preliminary plans for the black marble building were mede by the Depart-
ment of Parks, Working drawings were mede and funds were appropriated by the De«
partment of Water Supply, Gas and Electricity, and the rest of its cost was de-

frayed by the Work Projeets Administration, which performed the work,

* kK K
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The Department of Parks announces ‘l.‘;h&‘b the finals of
the annual One Aet Play Contest for boys and girls of Park Depart-
ment playgrounds will take place Sunday, April 20th at 2:00 P, M,
at Mullaly Park Recreation dbuilding, 165 Street and Jerome Avenue,
Bronzx,

1040 children ranging in age from 6 to 16 years tc_rok
. part in 102 plays during the eliminations held in each of the
' five boroughs. The following playé', one from each borough,
were selected for the finals:

"Birthday of The Infanta" - Gulick Playground, Manhatten

"Seeing The Elephant™ - McLaughlin Park Playground,
Brocklyn

"The Three Wishes™ - 0'Conmnell Playground, Queens
"Wild Cat Willy" - Lyons Square Playground, Bronx

" "Hansel and Gretel™ - Abraham Levy Playground,
Richmond

The persons who have consented to act as judges at the
finals on April 20 are: Miss Helen Craig, leading lady in the cur~
rent Broadway production "Johnny Belinda®; Mr. Carl Glick, author,
Drame League of New York; Hon. Paul Moss, Commissioner of Licenses;
Mme, Annett Welter, Director of Wolter Schobl of Speech and Drama.
Mr. John Beal, of stage and screen fame, will be an honored guest.

Plaques will be awarded to the playgzrounds presenting

the three best plays.

n kR
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The Department of Parks announces that at City Park at
Flughing Avenue and Navy Street, Brooklyn, the erection of a chain
link fence adjacent to the two baseball diemonds and the installa-
tion of the portable bleachers for 1500 gpectators has been completed.
The 16 foot chain link fence with hooded backstop is
for the protection of the spectators in the bleachers and extends
along the base line from home to first base and from home to third
i base on each diamond.

The portable bleachers are of steel sectional frames
with wooden seats,

City Park was originally acquired in 1836 with an area
of 7.4 acres, It was enlarged to 10,3 acres in 1940 whén it was
reconstructed and reopened to the public with recreational facili~
ties for all, by the addition of the block to the east of the park.
This additional land was acquired in connection with the acquisi-
tion of preperty for the proposed Ft. Greem houses, and consider-
able contract work iﬁ gensral construction, lighting snd planting
is now bqing done thers. This work is expected to be finished
this summer.

The work was done by the Work Projects Administration

from plans prepared by the Department of Parks.

* k ¥k *
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The Park Department announces that after the evening
session at the City Building, Flushing Mesdow Park, on Sunday,
Aprii 20, 1941, ice skating will be discontinued and only the
roller skating rink will be in operation.

Patronage of the ice skating rink has decreased rapidly

during the past three weeks, and with the recent warm weather,
¢ interest in this sport has become so low that the attendance no
longer justifies its continued operations The ice skating rink
will be re-opened early in the fall,

Wo date haes been set for termination of operation of the
roller skating rink at the City Building, and it is expected that,
because of the air~conditioning available in the building, the rink
will continue to be popular throughout the werm weathers.

Since the two rinks in the building werse Opened to the
public on Jammuary 12, 1941, they have.been patronized by 160,000
skaterss.

This week the court in front of the building has been
opened as & temporary parking field so that patrons can park
immediately in front of the building.

Permanent parking fields, large enough to accommodate
normal crowds at the building, are now under canstruction and will
be completed by fall, thus eliminating the long walk from Roosevelt
Avenue which was so discoursging to many skaters during the past

SEas50Ne
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The Department of Paris chnounces the opering of
biagas at the Arsenal Building on & contract for slope pro-
tection work on the Crosuy Island section of the Belt Parkway
between the hhiitestone intersection and Vinchester Boulevard,
Borough of @.wens.

The work vnder the contrscet consiets of graaing,

. construction of new urcinege facilities, reconstruction of
: exloting drainage, additional pishiing of surubs and vines
*

on glopes to proviue o more extensive plont root system to
prevent siope ercsion partioularly following heavy ruins,

The thres lowest biwders for the work were the fol-
iowing:

1. Koman Landscape Centracting Co.,Inc. $27,923.95
551 Fifth Avenue, New Yorx City

<. Hurris Graud

488 Lontgowery Si., Brooklyn, K.Y, “8,323.7"
3. Grana View hurscerics

6 Grandvier Avenmue, wb. Vernou, K.Y. 28,624 .80,



Form 26-5M-12241 oo 114 ‘ ‘ ‘MHWQ‘b
!

DEPARTMENT OF PARKS : Cj
ARSENAL., CENTRAL PARK FOf Release Saturday,
T#., REGENT 4—1000 Avoril 12, 1941

The Department of Parks announces the completion
and opening to the general public of a new playground et Avenue
H and Kings Highway, Brooklyn.

This triangular area bounded by East 49 Street,
Averue H and Kings Highway, has been completely equipped
with play spparatus as a small children's playground. It
contains a sand pit, kindergarten swings, kindergarten
slides and ses-saws. The entire area is enclosed by a chain
link fence and shade trees, under which benches have been
provided for the guardians of children.

The improvement was plénned and designed by the
Department of Parks and the work was performed by the Work
Projects Administration. The park system now contains 417

cperating playgrounds.

* k Kk b
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The Department of Parks announces the schedule of tournaments,
exhibitions, contests, athletic meets, and special events including
concerts and social dances, which will be conducted in parks, playgrounds,
and swimming pools under the jurisdiction of the Park Department during
the spring season of the year 1941,

There will be cityw~wide tournaments in the following activitiess

Activity Age Group Pinals-Approximate Date
Roller hockey - Boys-16 to 21 years April 12
Horseshos pitching Boys and young men over May, June, July

17 yesars=singles & doubles

Twilight baseball Boys & young men, 16 years May, June, July
League and over
Fleld Hoockey Girls = 16 years & under May, Junse
Basketball Boys = 16 years & under May 24
Marble Shooting Boys and pgirls-12 years May 24
and under
Handball Boys - 1€ years & under )Singles
Boys = 17 to 21 vears ) & June 7
Men = 21 years & over )Doubles
Hendball Giris=16 years and over
singles only ' June 28

Athletic meets, during the month of May and June, will be held
in thé various borough playgrounds for boys and girls between the ages
of 12 and 19 yearsg oity-wide track smd field championships will taks
place at the Triboro Stadium, Randall's Island, Manhattan, on Saturdey,.
Junie M, at 2:00 PeMe

The annual Park Department “Learn to Swim" cempaigh, in coopera=-
tion with various civic, health, educational and recreational agencies,.
will be inaugurated in all outdoor swimming pools under the jurisdiction
of this department on or about June lste

Some of the wading pools will be used during the spring of the
year for sailing of model boats,

Dramatic and dencing capabilities of playground children are
encouraged and déveloped in the following special contests which terminate

in finals for the city championships

Contest Ags Group Final s~Approximate Date
One Act Play Bagw & £irls-10=186 years 4pril 19

Childrents Folk Dance Girls = 8«16 years June 21



An amateu‘otography contest depictling ".:h and Age" in our
city parks and playgrounds will be conductedifor both children end adultsy
beginning April 15 and running through September 20, 1941, All pictures
submitted by the contestants must represent scenes in parks, parkways, poolsg
beaches or playgrounds under the jurisdiction of the Department of Parks
during the year 1941,

Entrants in this contest will be divided into two age groups; up
to 16 years and over 16 yenrse .1l pictures must be submitted, during the
contest period, to the Park Depurtment Borough Director of the Borough in
which the contestant resides. The nemss and addresses of the borough
directors are as follows:

Mophattan = Philip Je. Cruise, sirsenal Building, 64 Street and 5 ivenue,N.Y.C»

Brocklyn = Richard C. Jenkins, Litchfield Mansion, Prospect Park West and
5 Street, Prospect Park
Qusens - James Je Mallen, The Overlook, Union Turnpikes snd Park Lane
South, Forest Park, Kew Gardens
Bronx - George Le Quigley, Bronx Park Bast and Birchall iwenue, Bronx Pa»k
Richmond = A« Me anderson, Clove Lakes Park, Clove Road, west of Vietory

Boulevard
Kite flying contests will be held in all boroughs, for children
16 years and younger, on or about April 16
The Model Sailboat Regatta will be conducted for boys and girls,
16 years of age and under, on Saturday, May 24, at the following lekes
Manhattan « Conservatory Leke, 72 Stree£ and 5 ivenus, Central Park

Brooklyn = Prospect Poark Lake, Empire Boulevard and Filatbush .venue

Queens « Linden Pork Lake, 104 Street and 45 Avenue
Bronx =~ Twin Lakes, Bronx Park, Mosholu Parkway and Yebster snvenue

Richmond Martling's Pond, Clove Lokes, Victory Boulevard and Clove Road

Children pet shows will take place ot designated playgrounds in the
five boroughs on Saturday, april 26.

Special progrems will be prepared by sach playground director in
commemorction of Memoriai Day, Meay 30, and Flog Day, June l4.

Various rules and reguld ions regerding Park Dep:rtment tournaments
and contests arey '

Only competitors who are amateurs shall be eligible to compete in
any of the recreational activitics, tournaments ond contests eenducted
by the Department of Parkse

The winning of o city cheampionship in any contest or tournsment
will be determined only after intra-playground, inter-playground, inter=
district and inter-borough eliminationa.

Prizes will comsist of a gold medal, Park insignia and sweabtshirt
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for the winners of-the city championshipse Thoso winning second place
will be awarded silver medals and the borough winners will be awarded
bronze medalse

Certificates of award will be presented to winners of intra-play-
ground contests and tburnaments.

Whilc latitude has been given to all age groups in this recreoation
program from the standpoint of active participuation in sports and contests;
the Department of Parks, realizing that there are thousands of citizens,
young and old, who desire periods of passive recrcation, has made arrange=
ments for a series of concerts which will commencc on Sunday, June 15, ond
continue throughout the summer.

Ths outd;or social dancing season of the Park Department will start
on Tuesday, Juno 3, and the Wew York City WaPe..s Musié Project will provide

the musice
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Bids were received today by the Department of Parks at the
Arsenal Building, Manhattan, on a contract for paving, grading and
drainage of a portion of the South Service Road of the Grand Central
Parkway Extension from 86th Street to Ditmars Boulevard and in Ditmars
Boulesvard from 9lst to 93rd Streets, Borough of Queens,

The work includes regulating, grading, construction of drainsage
facilities, concrete curbing and paving with sheet gsphalt on stone
foundation course; installation of wood guide railing sliong slopes and
chain link fence to prevent pedestrian access to the parkway. Also
included is the construction of additions to an existing three pipe
culvert supported on wood piling and carrying local storm water drainage
inte Jackson's Creek.

The three lowest bidders for the work were the following:

1, William P, McDonald Construction Co. $27,550,50

33-15 Lawrence Street
Flushing, New York
2., John Meshan & Sons 28,656,00
90 West Street
New York City
3. Andrew Weston & Company 30,333,580

Woodmere
Long Island, N, Y.
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Bids were received today by the Department of Parks at the Arsenal Build~
ing, Borough of Manhattan, on a contract for construction of grade eliminations
and approaches to the Connecting Highway at the points of intersection with the
Grand Central Parkway Extension, in the Borough of Queens. The contract is divi-
ded into two units, one designated as the West Branch, terminating at the Tri-
borcugh Plaza, comprising two bridges and their approach con.nectiohs, the other
known as the East Branch comprising five bridges and necessary approaches,

Upon complstion of the work the interchange of traffic at both locations
providing comnections to and from Grand Central Parkway Fxtension, the parkway
service roads, the Connecting Highway and Astoria Boulevard will be made with~-
out crossings at grade.

The work consists of the construction of stone faced reinforced concrete

i bridges on concrete footings; installation of new drainage, lighting facilities,
police telephone services, removal of existing water supply lines and installation
of new water services including valves and hydranis; democlition of exisiing struc-
tures within the construction area; paving with reinforced concrete, sheet asphalt
on concrete and bituminous macadam on stone base; installation of metal bridge
railing, wood guide railing along sliopes, chain link fence,..illuminated traffic
directional signs and other incidemtal work.

The main portion of the Connecting Highway from Queens Boulevard t& the
points where it will join the work under this contract will be constructed under
the supervision of the Queens Bureau of Highways. Design of this project is al-
ready under way and the first section from Patterson Avenue to where it will meet
the present work will probably be staf‘bed gbout Aungust lst of this year and should
be completed at about the same time as the grade elimination work. The remaining
section from Patterson Avenue to Queens Boulevard will probably be started some-
time in 1942,

The three lowest bidders for the work were the following:

1. J. Leopoléd & Company, Inc. $1,219,793,75

60 East 42 Street
New York City

2. Carmine Petracca, Inc. 1,312,929.95

172~62 Highland Avenue
Jamaica, L. I., N. Y.
3., Tully & DiNapoli, Inc. 1,330,697.35

30-11 12 Strest
Long Islemd City, N. Y.
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The Park Department announces the opening to the general
public of the Annual Baster Flower Exhibit at the Greenhousesﬁ,. Prospect
Park West and 7th Street, Brooklyn, N. Y. , on Good Friday, April 11
at 10 A, M, |

The exhibit will be open daily thereafter for three weeks -
from 10:00 A.M. to 4:00 P.M.

This year's exhibit is one of the finest of these annual shows
held in years. More than X0 varieties of flowers are represented by
5,000 pdtted plants, set out in different formations and colors. The
main feature of the show is a huge cross, 27 feet long and 14 feet wide.
The head of the cross is elevated 15 fest from the floor. The cross is
made up of 3,000 white Bermuda lilies, sdged with blqe hydrangea and
banked with genesters, The shéwer of gold plant and pink rhododendrons
are at the base of the cross. Leading to the steps of the cross are
paths of grass, with a sunken garden of azaleas and cinerarias in variety.
As a background for the central motive, the walls of the Greenhouse are

| banked with a colorful display of “flowers in great variety and numbers.
The entrance is laid out with huge-headed hydrangea in all colors,
| Arrangements to care for school children in groups or classes
during Easter week may be made by communicating with the Brooklyn office
of the Park Department at Litchfield Mansion, Prospect Park, Telephone
 Number, SOuth 8-2300.,

Press photographs may be takern after 3 P.M., Thursday, April 10.
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Bids were received today by the Department of Parks at the
Arsenal Building on a contract for transplanting approximately sixty
{ 60) trees situated along part of the proposed right of way in Battery
Park to be constricted in connection with the Manhattan approach to
the new Manhattan-Brooklyn Tunnel. Soms of the trees will be relocated
in Battery Park and others will be planted in various parks in lcwer
Manhattan.

The work consists of digging, balling and removing traes
from rresent locations 4o new sites indicated on the plans. Approxi-
mafely 19 frees varyinz in caliper from seven inches to fifteen inches
will be transplanted to Battery Park., Forty-one trees will be reamoved
and planted in City Hall Park, Foley Square, Columbus Park and Union
Square Park., In addition the contractor will be required to strip and
store sod and stockpile topsoil removed fyom the future comstruction
area in Battery Park. _

Funds for this work will be provided by the New York City
Tunnel Authority and the work will be supervised by the Park Department.
The three lowsst bidders for the work were the following:

1. Henry J. Tamke : )
475 Fifth Avenue, New York City $11,419.00

2. Syosset Nurseries
Syossget, New York 11,496,14

S« Grand View Nurseries
6 Grandview Avenue, Mt.Vernon,N.Y. 12,307.00

* % %k
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Bids were received by the Department of Parks at the
Arsenal Bullding on a contract for slope protection in connection
with the widening and paving of Cross Bay Boulsvard between the
North and South Channel Bridges in the Borcugh of Queens.
The work consists of planting beach grass in the sandy
h j. slopes in order to prevent erosion by wind and placing topsoil,
’ geeding and planting trees, shrubs to screen the roadways from
the adjoing low marsh areas fronting on Jamaica Bay.
The three lowest bidders for the work were:
1. Grant Park Construction Co.,Inc. $22,432.50
65 Prospect Ave.. Tt T
Hewlett, N. Y.
2. Slattery Contracting Co., Inc. 22,973,00
72-02 5lst Avenus
Winfield, L. I.
3. John Gozo 8%,444,50

1625 West 6th Street
Brooklyn, HN. Y.

* KOk ke
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With the approach of the Spring season, it is well to inform the public
of the regulations governing planting of trees in City streets by private propsriy
OWRETS,

Although the Park Department is charged with the care and maintenancs
of all trees in street areas, it is not obliged to plant new trees, nor o re-
place those which have died,

The Park Department offers every form of cooperation to thoée who wish
to plant trees in front of their property at their own expense, TFirst, e permit
is required. The pemmit is iasued, without charge, by the office of the Park De-

- partment in the borough in which the tree is to be planted. The permit specifies
the kind of tree, size of sidewalk opening, depth of excavation, and the amount oI
topsoil and fertilizer required. The department will supervise the planting
operation.

These regulations are promulzated so that the City streets may be lined
with healthy trees so planted and located, that they will thrive and be an asset
to the City and to the property owner. Trees planted by irresponsible contractor:s
at abnormally low prices are seldom healthy; they are planted with insufficient
soil and plant food and rarely live. Therefore, trees planted illegally without
a permit from the Park Department and which do not conform %o Park Department’
roquirements, will be removed.

Permits to plant trees may be obtained by applying to the borough

offices at:
MANHATTAN

Arsenal, Central Park
64th Street and Fifth Avenue
New York City

BROOKLYN ~ Litchfield Mansion
Prospect Park
Brooklyn, N. Y.
BRONX = Administration Building
Birchall Avenue & Bronx Park East
Bronx, N. Y,
JUERNS =~ The Overlook
Forest Park
Kew Gardensa, N. Y.
RICHMOND - Field House
Clove lakes Park
West Brighton, Staten Island
For civic-minded property owners interested in banding together with
their neighbors to get the benefit of quantity work under contract, the Park De-
partment will prepare contract and specifications, assist in taking bids from

reputable landscape firme and supervise the operations of the entire job.

* & # *
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The Department of Parks announces that the anniversary of the
official opening of 12 Park Department playgrounds will be celebrated by the
children of these recreation areas during the month of April by'participating
in specially prepared Birthday Party programs.

While the regular schedule of daily recreational activities including
volley ball, basketball, handball, paddle tennis, and shufflebcoard will not be
changed, the day's program will feature events of both a patriotic and festive
nature such as: solo and commnity singing of the national anthem, salute to
the flag, recitations, one act plays, military tap dancing and a variety of
birthday party games with refreshments and prizes for the winners,

-Tfack and field meets, with events for boys and girls of all age
groups, will slso be held. These events will include dashes, relays, high-

Jumping, broad-jumping, sack race, potato race and three-legged race.

. The April schedule for playzround birthday celebrations is as follows:
' Borough Playground and Location Opened  Time of
. Celebration
Manhattan 140 Street and Lenox Avenue April 1, 1940 4 P.M.
Yorkville Playground, East 101 Street April 2, 1940 4:30 P.M,
“between 2nd & 3rd Avenues
J. Hood Wright Playground, West 173 April 14, 1935  Every day
Street & Ft. Washington Avenue April 14-18, 4 P.M,
102 Street and Riverside Drive April 17, 1940 4:30 P.M.
Brooklyn 18 Avenue and 83 Street April 1, 19839 3:30 P.M.
10 Avenue and 43 Street April 1, 1939 3230 P.M.
Lynch Street and Lee Avenue April 1, 1938 2:00 P.M.
Cherry Street and Vandervoort Avenue April 1, 1935 2:00 P.M.
Greenpoint Playground, Commercial & April 4, 1940 4:00 P.M,
Franklin Streets
Lafayette and Marcy Avenues April 15, 1838  3:00 P.M.
Queens Van Wyck Playground, 11 Avenue, - April 16, 1937 3~6 P.M.
134 - 135 Streets
Richmond  Schmul Playground, Wilde Avenuse, April 20, 1939 April 19,
Travis 2:30 P.M.
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The Department of Parks announces that the '
$wo stesl flagpoles to be erscted on the 5th Avenue
sids of the New York Public Librery as a msmorial to
the Honoreble Janes Purroy Mitchel, formsr Mayor of
New York Qity, will de inestalled at 1 A. M., Friday,
Mareh £8, 1941.
Thomas Rome, Inc,, 88-80 76 Avenue, Glendale,
Long Island 1s the sontrsctor.

x k& 8NN

DELIVER KD TO CITY NE¥S & THE DAILY MIRROR
4P, 3/27/41

1 ac %o General File
1 J+ W. Heaslip
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Bids were opened today by the Department of Parks at the Arsenal
Building, Manhattan, on two contracts for the further improvement of Flush-
ing Meadow Park, Borough of Queens. The area under these contracts lies
within the bounds of Grand Central Parkway Extension and 11lth Street and
between the Long Island Railroad and Corona Avenue.

The work under these contracts consists of regulating and grading,
construction of curb and walks, drainage and water supply, erection of chain
link fence, construction of soft ball and baseball diamonds, supplying and
placing various types of playground faeilities for children, repairs to an
existing comfort station and other incidental work. Also, included is top-
seiling and seeding of lawn areas, planting and transplanting of trees and
shrubs, in the area under construction.

The three lowest bidders for each of the projects were the follow-
ing:

General Park Development

1. Melwood Construction Corp.
507 Fifth Avenue, New York City $44,864.75

2. Slattery Contracting Company, Inc, '
72-02 51st Avenue, Winfield, N.Y, 47,725.15

3. Frank Mascali & Sons, Inc.
463/, Third Avenue, Bronx, N.Y. 48,602.50

Transplanting

1. Grant Park Construction Co., Inc.
65 Prospect Avenue, Hewlett, N,Y. +9,677.76

2. Grand View Nurseries
6 Grandview Avenue, Mt. Vernon,N.Y, 53,317.35

3. Roman Landscape Contracting Co.,Inc.
551 Fifth Avenue, New York 54,396.00

¥ R ¥
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Bids were received todey by the Park Department at the Arsenal Building,
New York City, on three contracts compriging the construction of a bridge over
Grand Central Parkwﬁy Exteonsion and leading into laGuardia Field from the inbter-
section of Ditmars Boulevard and 23rd Avenue, Queens; paving Ditmers Boulevard
from 95th Street to 24th Avenue, providing access facilities to the bridge, and
planting in the areas abutting Ditmars Bouleverd and the bridge within the lines
of the work,

The bridge will be an all steel structure bearing on stone faced rein-
forced concrete piers which will be supported on concrete filled steel piles. It
will be approximately 725 feet in length including abubments, with provision for
a 44-foot roadway. A pedestrian walk is also included and is protected from auto
traffic by a concrete separation wall, TUnder the paving contract, Ditmers Boule-
vard will be paved with sheet asphalt on a concrete base. The pavement will have
two 32-foot roadways divided by a Tive foot central mall. When completed, this
roadway will be completely paved and will serve as a through access to the bridge
and the LaGuardia Airport. Included in the paving project is grading, drainage,
curb, walk, water lines and other incidental work. The landscaping contract pro-
vides for placing topsoil, seeding and planting of trees, vines and shrubs in thse
lawns of the construction area to complement the existing planting in the adjoin-
ing Grand Central Parkway Extension.

It is expected that the work will bs completed by December 15, 1941.

Thethree lowest bidders were as follows:

DITMARS BOULEVARD BRIDGE:

1. Laurence J. Rice 8424, 986,00
372 Burns St., Forest Hills, N. Y,

2., Tully & DiNapoli, Inc. 437.510.00
30-11 12th Street, long Island City
3. Mill Basin Asphalt Corporation 440,303,50
5410 Avenue U, Brooklyn, N, Y,
PAVING:
1. John Meshan & Sons $131,780.40

90 West Street, New York City

2. Wiliiam P+ McDonald Construction Co. 135,905,50
37-08 Lawrence St., Flushing, N. Y.

3« Harris Grand 139,043,25
888 Montgomery St., Brooklyn, N.Y.
PLANTING :
1, Grant Park Construction Co., Ince. $33,130.82

65 Prospect Ave., Hewlett, N, Y.

2. Slattery Contracting Company 33,405.43
72-02 Blst Ave., Winfield, L, I.

3, Grand View Nurseries 35,672.65
8 Grandview Avenue, Mt. Vernon, N.Y.
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Bids were opened today by the Department of Parks at
the Arsenal Bullding on a contract for providing test boring
data required for the preparation of plans for the construction
of a bulkhead wall and foundations for a bridge at Marine Park
fronting on the Lower Bay in the Borough of Richmond.

| The work consists of drilling at parﬁicular points
along predetermined lines representing the lines of the pro-
posed bulkhead and bridge and teking of dry sample and rock
borings at various slevations in order %o indicaste the type
of subsurface meterials to be encountered.

The three lowest bidders for the work were:

l. Reliable Drilling Company $1267420
43 Westbury Avenue
Staten Island

Z+ Riley Engineering & Drilling Co. 1689.60
1733 Bast 31 Street
Broocklyn, N. Y.

3. Sprague & Henwood, Inc. 1728,00

11 West 42 Street
New York City

A
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The Department of Parks announces that special
programs of- recreational activities have been prepared for
the children of three Park Department playgrounds during '
the month of March in commemoration of their official
opening %¢ the public,

Included among the activities will be such
events as: Track msets, cbstacle races, volley ball,
basketball, shuffleboard and handball games; also solo
and community singing of the mational anthem, “God Bless
America®™, and salute to the flag,

The March schedule for playground birthday

celebratiomg is as fellows:

Borough Playground & Location Cpened Time of Celebraticn
Marnhattan 106 S5t. & 5 Ave. Playground March 28,1935 4 P.M.
Brocklyn Smith and Nelson Sts. Plgd. March 20, 1936 3:30 P. M.
Queens Benninger Playground, ° March 18, 19‘5'* 4P, M.

Madison Street near
PFresh Pond Road

* % % %k
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The Department of Parks anncunces that seasonal pemits for golf
and tennis facilities will go on sale, Saturday, March 15th. The price of
these permits will be the same as last year., A season golf permit is $5.
and is good on week days, but on Saturdays, Sundays and holidays there is
an additional charge of 50¢ %o permit holders. The daily permit fee for
play from Menday to Friday costs 75¢ and $1. for Saturdays, Sundays and
holidays. A season tennis permit is $3. Applicants for permits mst fur-
nish a photograph, 1% inch by 1% inch with each filled out application, A

;o golf locker permit costs $5. and a tennis locker season permit may be had
‘ for $2. All permmits may be procured by application in person or by mail
by applying to the various Borough offices located as follows:

Mapnhattan:
Arsenal Building
64 Street and 5th Avenue
Brooklyn:
Litehfield Mansion
Prospect Park West and 5th Street
Prospect Park
Queens:
The Overlook
Tnion Turnpike and Park Lane
Forest Park, Xew Gardens, L. I.
Bronx:
Bronx Park East and Birchall Avenus
Bronx Park
Richmond:
Clove Lakes Park
Clove Hoad, West of Victory Boulevard
Due to the unéertainty of spring weather, definite dates for the

opening of the golf courses and clay tennis courts cannot be set at this

time, If weather ceonditions are favorable it is expected that the clay



tennis courts will open on Seturday, April 1l2th, and the golf courses on the
same day; All hard surface tennis courts in the city will be opened for play
on Saturday, March 22nd. From March 22nd to March 31st no permits will be
necessary to play on the hard surface tennis courts, but after April lst,

permits will be required at all the courts. Tennis courts are located as

follows: .
Park Iocation Type & No. of Courts
Manhattant Hard Clay
Central Park 93 Street and West Drive 16 14
Ft. Washington Park W. 172 Street and Riverside Drive 13 '
Harlem Housing Plgd. W. 150 Street and 7 Avenue : 8
Bast River Park Stanton Street, Rivington Street 12
and East River Drive

Randallts Islend East of Triborough Stadium 24
(Permit Area) 6% Street and York Avenue 4
Inwood Park : 207 Street and Sesman Avenue 12
Brooklyn:
Fort Greene Park DeKalb Avenue and Washington Park 6
Gravesend Plgd. 56 Street and 18 Avenue 9
Kelly Memorial Park Avenue S and E, 14 Street 9
Liev Biriksson Plgd. 66 Street and 7 Avenue 10
Lincoln Terrace Eastern Parkway and Buffalo Avenue 3 8
McCarren Park Lorimer Street and Driggs Avenue i4
McKinley Park 75 Street and 7 Avenus 4 5
Sunsst Park 5 Avenue and 41 S8treet 3
Coney Island Plgd. Neptune Avenue and W, 25 Street 1z
Marine Park Fillmore Avenue and Marine Parkway 18
Bronx:
Bronx Park Brady Avenue and Bronx Park East 6
Crotona Park E. 173 Street and Crotona Avenue 5 20
Pelham Bay Park Rice Stadium 10
3%, James Park E. 123 Street and Jerome Avenue 4 8
8%, Mary's Park E, 146 Street and Trinity Avenue 5
Van Cortlandt Park E.-233 Street and Jerome Avenue 8
Van Cortlandt Park 242 Street and Broadway 16
Williamsbridge Oval Bainbridge Avenue and E. 208 Street 8
Mullaly Park E, 164 Street and Jerome Avenue 15
Queens:
Alley Pond Park Grand Central Parkway, Winchester Blvd.,

Creedmoor 6 10
Brookville Park Brookville Bivd, & S. Conduit Highway,

Rosedale 6
Crochercon Park E. of 215 Place, S. of 33 Avenue, Bayside 10
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Type & No. of Ceurts

Park Ipocation Bard Clay
Queens '
Cunningham Park Union Turnpike, North of 133 Street 15
Flushing Memorial

Park 150 Street & Bayside Ave., Flushing 3
Forest Park Park Lane S, & 89 Street, Woodhaven 7 ?
Highland Park Jamaica Avenue and Cleveland Street 13 13
Howard Beach Nolan and Thedford Avenues 3
Kissena Park Rose Street and Oak Avenue, Flushing ' 12
Liberty Park 172 Street and Liberty Avenue 10
Astoria Park 25 Avenue & 21 Street, Astoria 14
Wayanda Park Hollis Avenue, Springfield Boulevard 2
{Permit Plgd.) 89 Avenue and 90 Street 4
Richmond :
Walker Park Bard Avenue, Delafield Place, Davis

Avenue ] B

Silver lake Park Hart Boulevard, Silver Lake Park 4

The golf courses are located as follows:

Brooklyn:
Dyker Beach Golf Course 86th Street and 7th Avenue
Bronx:
Van Cortiandy Golf Course 242 Street and Broadway, Van Cortlandt Park
Mosholu Golf Course Jerome Avenue and Holley Lane at Woodlawn
Polham-Split Rock Golf Shore Road, North of Hutchinson River Park-
Course way, Pelham Bay Park
Queenst
Clearview Golf Course 23 Avenue and Willets Point Boulevard, Bayside
Kissena Golf Course North Hempstead Turnpike and Fresh Meadow Road,
Flushing
Forest Park Golf Cgourse Park Lane South and Forest Parkway, Forest Park
Richmond: :
Silver Lake Golf Course Silver Lake Park on Vietory Boulevard and
Park Road
IaTourette Golf Course Forest Hill Road and YLondon Road

X K ok k k
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The Department of Parks announces the completion and opening to the
general public on March 16 of a new playground just eaat of the new Fort
Hamilton High School. Bounded by Colonial Road, 83rd Street and 85th Strest,
this three-quarter acre rectangular recrestional area is approximately 150
feet by 290 feet. Grading operations for the purpose of developing level
surfaces for court games necessitated the constructién of concrete retaining
walls of variable height aleong a large portion of the perimeter. The differ-
ence in grades occurs along 85th Street, where a stairway entrance has been
provided, and chiefly along the west boundary, which reguired a 5 foot stalrway
to connect with the future athletic field,

The entire area is enclosed by an 8 foot chain link fence and is
divided into four sections by panels of concrete blocks, rows of trees and
continuous benches, The central unit contains a small comfort station and
a wading pool, 63 feet by 90 feet, The wading pool when drained may alsc be
used for baskethall and volley ball, The section at the south end provides
four handball courts and a combination volley ball and basketball court. The
north end is divided into two smaller areas, one of which serves small children
with swings, slides and exercise unit and a sand pit. The other section con-
tains a combination volley ball and basketball court, slides, swings and see
saws for older children., The playground is floodlighted for night use.

A new concrete sidewalk bounds the park on three sides and has a
row of trees on each side.

The athletic field to the west, designed by the Park Department, ap-
proved by the Board of Education and under construction with relief forces, is
scheduled for completion in early summer., TI% will provide a one~quarter mile
running track, football and baseball fields and four tennis courts.

The playground will be under the jurisdiction of tﬁe Department of
Parks and operated for the use of the children of the neighborhood. However,
the athletic field will be under the control and supervision of the Board of
Education during the school hours and at other times it will be operated by
the Department of Parka.

The park system now contains 417 playgrounds, 297 of which are nsw
acquisitions completed since 1934. At that time there were 119 playgrounds

in the fivse borpughs, 528 of which have been redesigned and recomnstructed.

* ok k ok
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The Department of Parks snnounces, with the exception of the top
goiling and seeding of lawn areas which will bs done later in the spring,
the completion of reconstruction at Owen F. Dolen Park, which is composed
of two street intersection triangles bounded by Westchester Avenue, Fast
Tremont Avenue and Lsne Avenue in the Bronx,

The two half-acre plots, separated by Benson Street, serve chiefly
as pedestrian connections and sitting areas with open central gress areas
boundsd by four foot wrought iron fences and trees, Continuous benches
line the interior walks and boundary sidewalks, providing esdequate seating
accommodations for this densely populated section. The existing walks of

‘ cinders, bluestone and macadam have been widened and rebuilt of concrete,
Street trees have been planted along all curbs except adjacent %o the
Westchester Avenue elevated structure.

The smaller of the two triangles to the south contains the build~
ing which houses the stairway approach to the transit station. The north
trisngle retains the existing two story brick library and comfort station
at the sast end of.the park. At the northern tip of this triangle e small
wrought iron fence enclosed grass plot has been built which retains undis-
turbed a World War memorial which waas relocated from an adjacent position.

Plans for this improvement wers prepared by the Department of

Parks snd the work performed by the Work Projects Administration.
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SUPPLEMENTARY STATEMENT WITH REFERFENCE TO
CASTLE GARDIN AS AN IMMIGRATION STATION

In 1847 a Board of Emigration Commissioners was established %o
govern the landing of immigrants at the port of New York. This board con-
sisted of a fluctuating number of full commissioners (generally there
were éix),_ ard three ex~officio members: the heads of the German and
Irish societies, and thé Mayor of New York. In its early days the
Mayor of Brooklyn was also a member.

This board was completely politiecal in its makeup. The members
served without salaries, the expenses of operating the landing station
and the hospitals on Ward's_Island coming from the head tax paid tle
state by the immigrasnts, The politicians used it as & source of patron-
age and of graft in connection with the concessions for selling services
to the immigrants,

For largely political reasons inv eét'igations were frequently
made of the Mmnigration Board by various agenecies. Such investigations
were made in 1859, 1876, 1882, 1887, 1888, and 1890. In the latter year
several were conducted. The majority of these investigations were not
inspired by humenitarian motives, but chiefly by politicss For the most
vart they resulted in whitewashes of the authorities.

In 1876 the Supreme Court declared the state head tax on im-
migrants unconst i'butional. A committee of the State Assembly investigated
the Emigration Commissioners, but suggested not a change. 970 pages of
testimony give the political affiliations of every employee at Castle
Garden and Ward's Island, and details about lobbying by the steamship
companies, with only a passing reference to the licensed toardinghouse
keepers snaring young girls for bordellos, and to the stealing of the |

immigrants! belongings.
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The State Senate Finance Committee investigating in 1882 de-
scribed the practices of steamship and railreod companies in defrauding
immigrants. The steamship lines 4id not fulfill their comtractual
oblisations to support the immigrants for two days, but dumped them into
the streets to fend for themselves. A railroad pool allotted immi-
grants to the various lines without regard to their wishes, occasicnally
breaking up families. Tickets had to be purchased in Castle Garden,
and were sold at a higher rate than outside, Immigrants were not per-
mitted to carry their own baggage. The entire personnel of the Emi-
gration Beard profiteered, Governor Cleveland revised the board, this
leading to his celebrated break with_ T ammany «

As a result of a campaign by Pulitzer?!s World in 1887, the
Federal Department of the Treasury sent a man down to hold hearings.
He found similar svidence of jobbery in conneétion with the baggage,
ticket and restaurant concessions. J. C. Savery, president of the
American Fmigrant Company, testified before him as follows:

(The innhigrants) are imprisoned and deprived of all
free will and free action which is enjoyed by travellers

who arrive at any other port in the civilized world,

The railroad people charge now as high a rate for transe

porting with not near as good accommedation and not as

geod time, as twenty-foui' years ago. Thers ‘has been no

improvement, and it all comes from the management of these

railroad officials. I have made this thing a study for a

quarter of a century and know what I'm talking about. . .

Their treatment is a farce and a shampful disgrace on the

American people, who claim as one of the first bases of

good government fair play.
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In 1890 another Treasury report, dealing with the transfer of the

landing station to Ellis Island said:

ness for e

Scme sixty odd boarding-house keepers are also licensed by
the Board {of Emigration Commissioners) to solicit patromage
within Castle Garden. I inspected a few of these boarding-houses.
I found them in various conditions of warth, from the very clean
to the very filthy, but each one provided with all the appliances
0of a saloon spparently in active business. §In the religious
mission houses) a watchful care is extended to the immigrant, and
he is saved from the extortion, rapacity and evil influences of
many of these housoesSe « + »

The inconveniences to which immigrants are subjected in
Castle Garden when oompelled to remain ovemight there in large
nurhers are very great. They often suffer for want of room, and
are compelled {0 sleep on hard wooden benches, or upen the floor,
in the great majority of cases without covering.

The report noted that those awaiting examination as to their fit-

ntry, for financial as well as physical reasons, were sent to the

Ward's Island insane &sylum for as long as a month.

Yestimony:

In the same year a U. S. Semate Committee heard the following

These unfortunate persons (the immigrents) . . . were put
on unclean fio0TrSe « » » Thé unclean floors are those that re-
ceive the mud and the dust of New York streets that is brought
in .+ « o by the feet of those who come in there. The i‘loors.
also receive + . o the excretions of the mucous glands of the

throat and nostrils of hundreds of persons during the day.



The floors also receive . » . the excretions of scores
of young children. + « They have nothing between them-
selves and this filthy floor but the. clothes they wear

when they come off the vessels « « » It is inhuman and

indecent.

As s result of these last investigations, control of im-

migrants was taken over by the Federal Government and Castle Garden

abandoned,

* * k %k %k
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SUPPLIMENTARY STATEMENT WITH REFERENCE TO
CASTLE CARDEY AS AN TMMIGRATION STATION

In 1847 a Board of Hmigration Commissioners was established to
govern the landing of immigrants at the port of New York. This board con-
sisted of a fluctuating number of full commissioners {gensrally there
were six) , and three ex~officio members: the heads of the Germen and
Irish societies, and the Mayor of New York, In its early days the
Mayor ¢f Brooklyn was alse a member,

This board was completely political in its makeup. The members
served without salaries, the expenses of operating the landing station
and the hospitals on Wardts Island coming from the head tax paid the
state by the immigrants. The politicians used it as a source of patron~
age and of graft in connection with the concessions for selling services
to the immigrants.

For largely political reascns investigations were frequently
made of the Emigration Board by various agencies. Such investigations
were made in 1859, 1876, 1882, 1887, 1888, and 1890. In the latter year
several were conducted. The majority of these investigations were not
inspired by humanitarian motives, but chiefly by politics. For the mos?t
part they resulted in whitewashes of the authorities.

In 1876 the Supreme Court declared the state head tax on im~
migrants unconstitutional. A committee of the State Assembly investigated
the FEmigration Commissioners, but suggested not a change. 970 pages of
testimony give the political affiliations of every emploﬁee at Castle
Garden snd Wardt's Island, and details about lobbying by the steamship
companies, with only a passing reference to the licensed boardinghouse
keepers snaring young girls for bordellos, and to the stealing of the.

immigrants! belongings.



The State Serate Finance Committee investigating in 1882 de-
scribed the practices of steamship and railrapd companies in defrauding
immigrants. The steamship lines 4id not fulfill their contractual
obligations to support the immigrants for two days, btut du.mped‘ them into
the streets to fend for themselves. A railroad pool allotted immi-
grants to the various lines without regard to theif wishes, occasionally
breaking up families. Tickets had to be purchased in Castle Garden,
and were sold at =a higher rate than outside. Immigrants were not per-
mitted to carry their own baggage. The entire personnsl of the Emi-
gration Board profiteered. Governor Cleveland revised the board, this
leading to his celebrated break with Tammany.

As a result of & campaign by Pulitzer's World in 1887, the
Federal Department of the Treasury sent a man down to hold hearings.
He found similar evidence of jobbery in comnection with the baggage,
ticket and restaurant concessions. J. ¢. Savery, president of the
American Emigrant Company, testified before him as follows:

(The immigrants) are impriscned and deprived of all
free will and free action which is enjoyed by travellers

who arrive at any other port in the civilized world.

The railroad pecple charge now as high a rate for irans-

poerting with not near as good accommodation and not as

good time, as twenty-four years ago. There has been no

improvement, and it all comes from the manegement of theas

railroad officials. I have made this thing a study for a

quarter of a century and know what I'm talking about. . .

Their treasfment is a farce and a shamsgful disgrace on the

American people, who claim as one of the first bases of

good government fair play.
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In 1890 another Treasury report, dealing with the transfer of the
ation to Fllis Island said: |

Some sixty odd boarding~house keepers are alsc licensed by
the Board (of Emigration Commissioners) to solicit patromage
within Castle Garden. I inspected a few of these boarding-~hocuses.
I found them in various conditions of warth, from the very cleem
to the very £ilthy, but each one provided with all the appliances
of a saloon apparently in active business. {¢In the religious
mission houses) a watchful cars is extended to the immigrant, and
he is saved from the extortion, rapacity and evil influences of
many of these houses. + «

The inconveniences to which immigrants are subjected in
Castle Garden when cmmpelled to remain overmight there in large
nunb ers are very great. They often suffer for want of room, and
are compelled to sleep on hard wooden benches, or upon the floor,
in the great majority of cases without covering.

The report noted that those awsiting examination as to their fit-

ntyry, for financial as well as physicel reasons, were sent to the

Ward's Island insane asylum for as long as a month.

testimony:

In the same year & U. S. Senate Committee heard the following

These unfortunate persons (the immigranis) . . . were put
on unclean £1o0rs. « « o The unclean floors are those that re-
ceive the mud and the dust of New York streets that is brought
in ... o by the feet of those who come in there. The floors
also receive « +» « the excretions of the mucous glands of the

throat and nostrils of hundreds of persons during the day.



The floors also receive . + « the excretions of scores
of young children. « .« They have nothing between them-
selves and this filthy floor but the clothes they wear

when they come off the vessels « + « It is inhuman and

indecent.

As a result of these last investigations, control of im-

migrants was teken over by the Federal Government and Castle Garden

abandoned,

* ok ok K ok
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kThe Department of Parks announces that the Tri-State Indoor Speed
Ice Skatiné Championships, under the auspices of the Park Department, will be
held, for the first time in the metropolitan area, on Sunday, March 9, 1941,
95:30 P. M., at the New York City Building, Flushing Meadow Park, Flushiﬁg,
Queens.

Three hundred and seventy-five amateur skaters, from the states of
Noew York, New Jersey and Connecticut, have registered for these championships,
which have been held annually for the past 12 years and sanctioned by the
Middle Atlantic Skating Association, Inc., Northern New York Skating Associa-
tion, Western New York Skating Association and New England Skating Association
of the Amateur Skating Union of the United States.

Fourteen speed skating-events, ranging from the quarter mile to the
two mile race, are included in the program for Senior Men and Women, Interme-
diate Boys (under 18 years), Junior Boys (under 16 years), Juvenile Boys {under
14 years), Midget Boys (under 12 years), and Intermediate Girls (under 18 years);
also three events, the half mile, one mile and two mile, closed to skaters who
are registered members of the Middle Atlantic Skating Association.

Roy Erickson of New York City, and John Simmons of Norwalk, Gonnectiw'
cut, co-holders of the Senior National Indoor Speed Skating Champicnship, which
title was acquired at the National Championships, conducted on February 22 and
23, 1941, at Washington D, €., under the auspices of the Amateur Skating Union
of the United Statés, have entered this Tri-State meet. Mike Heidt, the 2
mile national indoor champion, will also compete.

In the Senior Wemen's Division, 19 year old, New York University
student; Virginia Jahn, of Creskill, New Jersey, holder of the National Indoor
Women's Speed Skating Championship, which comprises 7 distinet titles in
various speed skating events; Alice Burnham, one mile national champien; Margi
Cummings, Metropolitan i/z mile champion, have all registered for the Tri-State
Championships. |

Gold, silver =nd bronze medsals will be awarded by the Park Department
to the lst, 2nd and 3rd place winner of each event, in addition to Hhe 5 point
trophies which will be presented to the highest point scorer in the Senior men

and women, the closed events for members of the Middle Atlantic Skating Associa-

tion, Intermediate Boys and Junior Boys.
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The city-wide finals of the Park Department ice skating carnivals,
held on the large lakes in each of the 5 boroughs during the month of January,
will also form part of the program next Sunday evening. Thirteen events, from
the 60 yard to the 1 mile race, for boys and girls of all age groups, and men
and women, will be inecluded in these activities.

The winner of each event, in the respective age classifications, of
the various borough meets, which had a total of 800 participants, will bea eli-
gidble to participate in this inter-bvorough competition for the city champion=-
ship in Park Department ice skating carnivals, conducted by the depariment
each year as part of its winter-sports program.

Gold, silver and bronze medals will also be awarded by the Park De-
partment to those who attain lst, 2nd and 3rd place respectively in each of
these events.

Members of the Manhattan Figure Skating Club will give exhibitions
during the course of the program. Yvonne Shemman, il years old, who has ap-
peared in national competitions, will also give a demonstration in figure
skating. Music for these exhibitions will be supplied by the Park Department
Band.

While spectators of the skating championships on Sunday, March 9,
will be admi‘;ted to the balcony of the Neﬁ' York City Building free of charge,
those wishing to view the meet from the main floor, will have to pay an ad-
migsion fee of 35 cents. The roll;sr skating rink will be open to the public
froml 7:30 P M. to 11 P. M. on the same evening upon payment of the usual
charge of 35 cents. Roller skates will be furnished without any additional cost.

The New York City Building, Flushing Meadow Park, Filushing, Quoens,
nay be reached by

1, I.R.T., BJLT, and 2nd Avenue Lines to 11l St. Stabion.

2. Flushing Ridgewood Trolley to 52nd Avenue, walk one block

northeast to park.

3. Triborough Bus Q -~ 23 to 54th Avenue.

4, Independent Subway - Train marked "EY, WF® or "GG" to 71 Avenue,

Forest Hills Station; then take Bus Q -~ 23 %o 54th Avenue.

The park may be entered at the following gates; 1llth Street and
54th Avenue, Horace Barding Boulevard, 800 feet east of the Grand Cemt ral

Parkway, Roosevelt Avenue, east of Grand Central Parkway.

* .

* ®
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Tiie Department of Parks announces that s bronze plague has
just been placed on the west face of the base of the QObelisk in Central

Park upon which the following has been inscribed:

"CLEOPATRA'S NEEDLE
This obelisk was erected first at Heliopolis,Egypt, in
1600 B. C; It was removed to Alexandria in 12 B. C. by the Romans.
Presented by the Khedive of Egypt to the City of New York, it
was erected here on February 22, 1881 through the

generosity of William H. Vanderbilt.!

The Obelisk is located opposite East 81 Street, west of the
Metropolitan Museum of Art.

Many visitors to the City, as well as residents, have shown
8o much interest in this comnecting link between ancient and modern
times, that it was decided that something should be done to eniighten
then briefly concerning its historical significance,

The small dignified bronze plagque was designed by the Park De-
partment and furnished and installed by the New York Hisforical Seclety.

0f the thousands who daily pass the Obelisk in Central Park, few
realize that this monument was a familiar sight years ago which was seen
by Joseph and Mary when they {led to Egypt with the Infant Jesus.

The message of the hieroglynhs was in imminent danger of being
lost by complete erosion within a short period after its removal to this
climate, = The process which saved these hiéroglyphs for future gene-
rations is being increasingly used on memorial structures as well as
modern commercial, public and residential buildings to prevent penetration

of dampness ana surface erosion.
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Cleopatra's Needle is one of New York's cldest treasures. It is a
connecting link between ancient tyranny and modern democracy. Thotmes III,
who had this monolith cut from the quarries of Syene in upper Egypt, was
vain as well as tyrannical, To perpetuate his glory and %o proclaim his
descent from the Sun he had this memorial and & similar monument, now stand-
ing in Iondon, placed in front of the Temple of On (the Sun) at Heliopolis.
An inscription was placed on the center column of each face,

Two hundred years later Rameses the Second, carved on each side of
the center columns hieroglyphics setting forth his glory in much the same
style, About four hundred years later another Pharaoh, Osarkon I., covered
the remgining small areas at the edges extending up twenty feet from the base,
inscribing his own name and proclaiming that he also was descended from the
Sun.

In 500 B.C. Cambyses, the Persian, invaded Egypt, toprled over the
Obelisgks and plundered the templss. The New York *Needle" lay for nearly
500 years partly covered with sand. The pesition is clearly indicated by
the erosion of the surface. The point was completely buried leaving a great
portion of the wesiern face exposed to the elements. The destruction of the
hiercglyphs on the exposed surfaces was caused by the evaporation of moisture
from the scil which formed crystals of salt within the pores of the stone and
gradually forced off particles year by year. In addition to this the sand
storms cut awey the rock. 1In 12 B.C, the Romans brought the two Obelisks to
the Harbor of Alexandria celebrating their conquest of Egypt. This completed
the Roman couguest of the known world and ushered in the Reign of Peace.
Then, while the world was undisturbed by wars, the "Prince of Peace" was born.

In 1869 Khedive Ishmail of Egypt offered one of the two Obelisks
to the American Consul. He felt perfectly safe in making this gesture. It

is reported to have been a great surprise to him when, the American Consul
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having in turn passed on his gift to the City of New York, steps were.under-
taken for its removal, When Lieut. Gorringe arrived al the Harbor of
Alexandria with the old steamer "Dessoug" prepared to take it away, he found
himself confronted with every possible obstacle and much was done to stop
him. He succeeded, however, in placing it on board, having cut a hole in
the bow below the water line while the vessel was in dry dock. He drew the
shaft through the opening, straightened it around parallel with the keel and
replaced the bow plates. The plinth and steps were carried in the held.

After the Obelisk had been standing irn i%s new aite for about two
years, pleces of rock began to fall. The fears of its scientific friends
were thus confirmed. By 1885, four years after its erestion, Dr. R. Ogden
Doremus, appointed by the Cormissioner of Parks to investigate the conditionm,
recommsnded that the stons be preserved from the weather using the process
invented by Robert M. Caffsll, which consisted in impregnating the surface
with paraffin wax,. |

In 1885 the scaffolding was erected for the purpose of applying a
protective coating using a process now owned and applied exclusively by the
Obelisk Waterproofing Company. It was found that thers were a great many
shells or flakes of large size, besides a multitude of small ones. All of
those that could be saved were left in place. One of them measured twelve
by eighteen inches with a thickness of four inches at the base. To have re-
moved these flakes would have damaged the hiercglyphics to a seriocus degres.
By the exercise of great care these flakes were preserved. The work was
completed in a few months.

In 1893 these areas wers treated by pressure to insure that a
s0lid body of paraffin wax would fill all voids and prevent any accidental
movement, These flakes are mapped and numbered for the purpose of ascer-

taining at any time whether they have increased in area, or whether new ones



have developed. A thorough examination made in 1913 showed that no movement
had taken place in any of the old flekes, nor were there any new ones, but
ag a precautionary measure a liquid veneer was applied as a coating by the
authorities. Owing to the previous paraffin impregnation, this veneer did
net penetrate the pores and it was soon washed away by the weather. Tracses
of this liquid were found on the limestone steps, having been washed off the
shaft by rain. 1In 1930, forty~five years after the application of the pre-
servative to the Obelisk, no indiecation eculd be found of any mneed for
renswing the treatment. The preservative had sbsolutely stopped and pre-
vented what would have been the rapid disintegration of the oldest monument

in America,
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Bids were received today by the Department of
Parks at the Arsenal Building on a contract for the im-
provement of Flushing Meadow Park, Queens, in the area
ad joining the New York State BExhibition Building which
will house the new modern swimning pool and locker fa-
cilities now under construction.
- The work under this contract comprises regu~

lating, grading, drainage and water supply and includes

vaving of walks and patias, tbpsoiling- and seeding of

5 lawns and planting trees and shrubs.

A portion of an existing parking field will be
retained for use in connection with the operation of the
Amphitheatre and swimming pool.

The thrse lowest bidders for the work werse:

1, Slattery Conbracting Co., Iuc.

78-02 5Blst Avenue

Winfield, L.I., N. Y. $42,308,45
2. Grand View Nurseries

8 Grandview Avenue

M., Verrnon, N. Y. 43,503.85
3. TFrank Mascali & Sons, Inc.

4634 Third Avenus
Bronx, New York 45,996 ,38

% ok k K %
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The Department of Parks announces that the finals of the
first National Indoor Singles Paddle Tennis Champiénships will teke
place on Washington's Birthdsy, Saturday, February 22, 1941.

This tournarent is being conducted by the Park Department.
in cooperation with the Tnited States Paddle Tennis Association.

Since Januvary 15, sprroximately 850 participated in the prel iminary
match es which have been held in various Park playgrounds and recrea=-
tion areas throughout the five borowghs.

Charles O'Hearn, thle present champion of the Amsrican Paddle
Tennis Association and the erstwhile quarterback at Yale, who received
the All-American Award for two consscutive years during his footbéll
career at that famous univ?ersity, las reached the quarter-finals.

The championship gemes for each of the six divisions will
take place on Saturdey, February 22, according to the follawing schedule:

Division Location Time

.
t

Beys {unfer 15 years of age) Crotona Play Center, B, 173 3: 30 P.M.
8t. and Fulton Ave,, Brorx

o)
i

Girls (under 15 years of age} Crotona Play Center, E,173 2:30 P. M.
St. and Fulton Ave.,, Bromx

C - Boys {under 18 years of age) Madison Square Boys' Club, 12~-4 P.M.
2l2 Bast 30 St., N.Y.C.
D - Girls (under 18 ysars of age} Madison Square Boys' (Club, 12-4 P.M.
312 East 30 Street, N, Y. C.
B« Men Betsy Head Play Center, 2:15 P.M.
Hopkinson end Dumcnt Aves. ,Bkn.
F ~ Women Betsy Head Play Center, 12:15 P.M.

Hopkinson and Dumont Aves., Bkn.

Trophies, domted by the United Btates Paddle Tennis Associa-
tion through Frank Peer Beal and C. Dewar Simons III, execautive officers
of the association, will be presented to the winner of each 4ivision.
Gold meﬁals will be awarded by the Park Department to the runner-up in
all divisions of the Nationals, and bronze medals to the wimners of the

district el iminations comlucted at Park Department Play Centers,

* k & %
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The Department of Parks amncunces the compleﬁion of its annual city-
wide contest in snow sculpture and snow architecturs. Five hundred and forty
photographs, depicting a variety of objects moulded out of snow by the.children
and adults in Park Department playgrounds and recreational areas, were sub-
mitted to the board of judges.

Some of the objects include: bird baths, seals, military fortifications,
battleships, gondolas, human beings and domestic animals in various stages
of activity.

All contestants were divided into two age groups: over 16 and under

16 years of age. The judges! decision resulted in the following awards:

Age Group - Under 16 years Lecation Title of
Names Addresses Ages of Plgd. Sculptured Piece
lst Place Marilyn Juinn 226 W. 238 3%, 7 Van Cortlandt "Bird Bath"
Bronx Park Plgd.,
Shirley Pearce 3214 Kings Ave. 11 Bronx
anx 1 L] 1 "
Margaret Brennan 226 i, 238 3t. B8 " " " "
Bronx
Helen Kelly Naples Terrace 14 wooon wooon
& 234 St., Bronx
2nd Place Mary Gebhardt 475 Joodward Ave., 14 Grover Cleve- "Seal"
Queens land Plgd., Queens
Josephine 475 Woodward Ave. l4 " " "
Gebhardt Guesens
3rd Place Daniel Hennessy 238 St, & Review 12 Van Cortlandt "Military
Place, Bronx Park Plgd., Bronx Fort™"
Gloria 0Odell 3801 Review Place 12 " " moon
Bronx
Catherine Barrett 3801 Review 1z " " " "
Place, Bronx
Aze Group - Over 16 Years
lst Place Arnold Friedman 1006 Gerard Ave. 22 Mullaly Plgd., "Bag~relief-
Bronx Bronx Children at
Bob Schrer 1180 Anderson 17 " " Play"
Ave., Bronx
Helen Kahana 865 Plsmere Place 18 " " " "
Bronx
Mildred Dreskin 1555 Minford Place 17 " " " "
Bronx
2nd Place Vincent Canada 1230 - 75 St. 21 Dyker Park "Sleeping
Brooklyn Plgd., Bklyn. Mexican”
3rd Place Charles Donati 446 Jackson Ave., 17 St. kary's Park "An Alaskan
- Bronx East, Bronx S3cene”
Isadore Eisenberg 332 Beeckman 17 " " m"on

Ave., Bronx
Gold meda.s w:ll be presented to the first place winners in each

divisicn, silver to the second and bronze to the third.

>
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IEMORAYDUM OF PARK DEPARTMENT BUDGET
REQUEST FOR 194142

The Park Depertment's budget requést of $12,995,413,17
represents an increase of $2,331,553,25 over the $10,663,859492 received
for the fiscal year 1940-41, This increase may be divided, generally,
into three categories:

1. $761,350.76 = Mandatory salary increments, salary adjustments,
incresnsed time for temporary help, chenging frem per diem to per annum
status of various classifications and other miscellaneoué changes,

2¢ $917,616448% = New personnel.

3, $652,586400 ~ Additional other than personal service ~
that is, for equipment, material and supplies.

In several lines the increases requested have already been
accoﬁplished by modification and, to a great extent, were compensated for
by elimination of unfilled vacanciess.

Although the.Department has materially increased the efficiency
of its working forces during the past year, there are still two major
conditions which must be corrected if the Qity!s parks are to render
continued satisfactory services The first of these is the lack of
persomnel in many of the older developments, caused by drawing personnel
from these developments to staff new areas for which no provision had been
made in previous budgets. Many of these old areas are retrogressing and
some, notably the northerly and westerly sections of Central Park,
Morningside and St. Nicholas Parks, and sections of Prospect Park, have
reached the stage where major reconstruction will be necessary if they

are not adequately staffed without further delays



An example of this condition carried to its ultimate conclusion
is best illustrated by Crotona Park in the Bronx which during the past
year had to be completely recomstructed because it had deteriorated to
such a point that proper maintenance was impossible. Unless this
reconstructed area is adequately staffed immediately it will again
deteriorate within a few years. Proper maintenance not only gives
better service to the public, but in the long run it is cheaper than
periodic reconstruction. |

Thé second of these conditioﬁs is the lack of adeguate
qualified supervisions This has been corrected to some extent during
the past year by budget modifications, permitting the creation of several
new General Park Foremen by promotiome Further modification, to provide
the balance of the General Foremen required for proper operation, has been
requested. Also, permission has been requested to permit the establish-
ment of a "straw hoss" system by which Laborers, Assistant Gardeners and
others in the lower brackets can be paid small additional compensation for
taking on responsibility which would put them in the class of an Assistant
Foremen. In previous budget requests, the full title of Park Foreman has
been requested for these secondary jobse The "streaw boss" system will
effect the same result at a comsideradble saving in money.

We have also requested additional supervisory help for the garagess
The present budget provides no Foreman Aute Machinist, and the city-wide
repair shop, which is responsible for repairs on over one thousand units
of motorized equipment, is being operated with an Auto Machinist,being paid

the same as the other mechanics in the shop, working as an Acting Foreman.

~2—



A large proportion of the force ig made up of Laborers and other not
fully qualified personnel, working out of title. The borough garages,
likewige, are being supervised by men placed in acting charge, without
having either the title or the salary appropriate to the job.

Because of inadequate mechaﬁical help and practically non-
existent qualified supervision, the efficiency of the Department’s equip-
ment is far below what would be required in any paying commercial
organization; many units are out of commission for extended periods; and
other units have to be put on the road to perform needed work in condition
80 dangerous as to be illegal if permitted by private concerns,

In general, the new deveiopﬁents constructed during the past
seven years are in need of various types of repairs. The Department has
done the best it can with the men it has available by using Laborers,
Assistant Gardeners, Attendants and men in other titles, to perform repair
work ordinarily done by skilled mechanics. There are not sufficiernt
qualified men available to do all of the required work, and the deteriora-
tion of these new structures is acceelerating because the small repairs which
should have been done in the past years could not be made. Unless adequate
qualified help and material are provided, the repair cost on many of these
gtructures will reach exorbitant figurea, and some of them in a few ypars
will have gﬁne beyond the possibility of repair. To catck up on these de-
layed repairs and to handle new repairs as they are required, the Department

requires 95 additional skilled mechanics in various titles.



There are also requested a Foreman Paint er and 1200 days' time
for Bridge Painters, During the past seven years the Department has put
into operation bridges, viaducts and other steel structures, with a total
paint surface of 2,816,000 square feet. The older of these structures
now need painting., We d&¢ not have personnel qualified to de this work
properly, nor do we have personnel available who can be assigned to it
without leaving other equally important jobs undone. This type of structure
should normally be painted every fif£h year, and we have gauged this request
for Painters so tlat if they are employed each year they can keep all of
these structures satisfactorily preserved,

The Department has under its jurisdiction about 2,300,000 trees.
We have on the rolls 215 Climbers and Pruners who are able to do climbing
and pruning work, To keep trees in good condition they should be pruned
once every four years. Last year we pruned 66,000 trees and removed. 9,400,
Each year at least 30,000 trees die and should be removed. It is obvious
from these figures that the present force cannot keep up with the rate of
growth and death of the trees under the Department's jurisdiction. XEven
the 29 additional Climbers and Pruners requested will provide far from an
adequéte force, but they will enablse us to catch up with 11,000 cases
where the condition of street trees has been the subject of complaints
received from the public,.

In the revenue producing section of the budget the Departrent is
asking for an increase of $252,000, The total income of the Departmént is
over a million dollars per year., The skating rinks in the City Building
are showing an average daily income of about $600. and during the non-

skating season it is expected that this income will be maintained by rentals

—d



for.exhibitions and conventions. This year's revenue producing budget has
already been tapped for tue operation of the City Building and will have

to be replenished before the enc of the fiscél period, to maintain operaticn
of the swimming pcols and golf courses this spring. The Stete Amphitheatre
in Flushing Meadow Park will also reguire a new stsff wnen it is placed in
operation this summer.

A1l of the revenve producing facilities have been operating on
borrowed capital. Tue mecinanic forces provided in the past budgets for
their maintenance are totally inadequate and unless additional mechanic
labor and materials are made available promgtly many of these facilities
will be subject to freguent, prolonged breakgéwns because of depreciation
aﬁd mechanical failures. .These breakdowns will be reflected directly in
loss of revenue, not only during the breakdown period, but from interrup-
tions in continuvity of service.

During the past year the Department opened for public use the
Z5-mile Beit Parkway, which to date is less than nslf stzifed, and will
rapidly become a double ribbon of concrete through eroded, weed covered
benks, unless adecuate personnel and ecuipment are provided this year,

Among 2Z playgrounds opened wuring the pagt year were such creas
&s bincoln Terrace Park Extension, with o large playground and baseball
diamond; Jasper Oval, with 4.4 acree of concentrated recreation facilities
flor #li-age groups; 1% scres of additional recreation facilities in
Red Hook, adjacent to the new housing development; Manrice Playground in

Maspeth, Gueens, with 8.9 scres of sthletic fields and playgrounds.



None of these areas is adequately staffed and most of the present
personnel assigned to them had to be taken from other areas already
underwstaffed which now, because of depleted personnel, are degenerating
rapidly from inrocads of the elements, vandals, and annually increasing
usage.,

In addition to taking up the slack in these new opserating areas
and in other lecations now operating with deplefed forces, the new
budget will have to provide for 38 additional playgrounds, with a total
area of 75 acres, 6 park areas totalling 304 acrss, and 843 miles of parke
way totalling 249 acrese. .

Among these new developments are such facilities as the new
waterfront development between 0ld Shore Road and Shore Parkway, Brooklyn,
with its 3 large athletic field and playground units, with surrounding
general park facilitiesy; the 15 playgrounds along thes Balt Parkway, the
31 miles of bieycle path along the Belt Parkway; the refurbished ree
ereation and fishing pier at Canarsie; 3 new playgromds along the
Fast River Drive in Manhattan; an entirely new section of 14 acres of
park and recreation development in Imwood Hill Parks 2 new playgrounds
along the Hutchinson River Parkway Extension in the Bronxy Sound View
Park in the Bronx, with 1% acres of playgrounds, half a dozen new ball
diamonds and appurtenant park facilities;l42 acres of playgrounds and
park development in Flushing Meadow Park, which includes the City
Building with its ice and roller skatinz rinks now operating, and the
State Amphitheatre with its new swimming pool and parking fields now under
construction and to be placed in opersation this summer,

-
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At Coney Island the new half mile extension at the east end of
the beach, for which ne previous budgetary provision has been made,
will be developed with an extension of the boardwalk, a comfort station,
new white sand, and reconstruotion of the waterfrent so it can be used
for bathing.

During the coming summer the two missing links in the Belt
Par¥way will be placed in operation, the 2«1/3 miles at Sheepshead Bay
between Ocean Parkway and Marine Park, and 4 miles of the elevated
Gowanus Parlway from Owl's Head to the toll plaza of the BrocklynmBattsry
Tunnel; and the Hutchinson River Parkwey Extension from Eastern Boulevard -

to Pelham Bay Park will be opened to fill the gap between the Yhitestone

Bridge and the Hutchinson River and Merritt Parkwayse

In addition to the lack of adequate operating and maintenance
personnel in the parks the policing problem is becoming more acute each
year and it should be pointed out that soms of the increases requested in
the Police Department's budget are vitelly needed to provide the additional
pelice requirsd for protection of parl property and patrons.

A year agn the Department requested an increase in its budget of
$2,65?,173 to provide for maintenance end opcration of the new facilitics
opened during the year, Of this increase only $448,800 was provided,

This amount was grossly inadequate to cover all of the new facllities, and
it was necesseary to draw men from other areas already insuffiéiently staffed,
to provide even inadeguate porsonncl for those new arease As a rasult, not
only are the new areas not being properly maintained, but the old areas are
suffering inereasingly from lack of proper maintenancos The present budget
request is designed to take up this slack and to provide adequate coverage

Tor the new areas which will be opened this year,
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The Department of Parks announces that demonstrations of
the recreational activitiés conducted at its various gymnasium
centers and indoor poolé will take place during the period 6f Friday,
Februery 7, to Wednesday, February 19, according to the following
schedule:

MANHATTAN EXHIBITION DATE

West 28 Street Gymnasium & Pool, 407 West 28 St, Fri., Feb, 7 - 8 P. M,

East 54 Street Gymnasium & Pool, 342 East 54 St, TFri, Feb, 14 - 8 P, M.

Carmine Street Gymnasium & Pool, Clarkson Street Tues. Feb.18 - 8 Py M,
and 7 Avenue South
Wost 134 Street Gymnasium & Pool, 35 West 134 St. Wed., Feb., 19 - 8 P. M, e
BROOKLYN
Prosident Street Gymnasium, President Street & Wed, Feb, 19 - 8 P M.
. Fourth Avenue
Pool - Metropolitan and Bedford Avenues Weds Febe 19 -~ 8 Po M
RICHMOND

Cromwell Center, Victory Boulevard & Murray Hulbert Hon, Feb,17 « 7 P. M.
Ave,, Tompkinsville

Faber Park Recreation Building, Richmond Terrace at Tues. Febe 18 = 7 Py M.
Feber Strezt, Pt. Richmond

All age groups will participate in these demonstrations and
the progrems will include games in volley ball, ping pong, table tennis,
badminton, horscshoe pitching, basketbsll, hendball, group games, paddle
tennis, folk dancing end music by Drum and Bugle Corps,

The gymnastic exhibitions will embrace & varietv of stunts on
heavy apparatus ss well as demonstrations and drills with light apparatus.
Tumbling and weight«lifting are also scheduled.

Pool shows will inelude short and long distance races in vari-

ous styles, relays, and exhibitions in diving, life saving and first aid.
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Bids were received todsy by the Department of
Parks at the Arsenal Building, Central Park, on a contract
for lighting a mrt of Flush ing Meadow Park, Borough of
Queens, in the area belween the Long Island Reilroad and
Horace Harding Bouleverd and immediately east of the
Grand Cent ral Parkwsay Extension.

i The wark consists of the installation of umier-
ground corduit, cable, splice boxes, light posts, and gt her
incidental items to put in service a portion of the electri-
cal & stribution system installed by the World's Fair Corp-
oration for pemeent park use. Also included are altera-
tions to the light ing systean at the IRT~BMT Pedestrian Over-
pasg, installation of new lighting facilities for the new pro-
posed extension to the overpass and lighting of the connmecting
pedestrian path leading to the New York City Building which
houses the roller and ice skating rinks.

The tlree lowest bidders for the work were:

1. Eloo Installation, Inc. .
%45 Bast 23 Strest, New York City $22,845,00

2. Welsbach Strest Lighting Co.
42-30 24th Street, L.I.City 23,364.00

3, Edward Zwicker Corporation
415 Lexington Avenue,N.Y.C. 24,677,00

* % k¥



DEPARTMENT OF PARKS.
ARSENAL. CENTRAL PARK For Release__Monday

TEL. REGENT 4-1000 February 3,1941

Bids were received today by the Department of Parks at the
Arsenal Building, on two contracts in connection with the improvement
of Flushing Meadow Park, Borough of Queens, in the area east of Grand
Central Parkway Bxtension between the Long Island Railroad and Horace
Harding Boulevaxd.,

The work, under the gemeral contract, consists of regu'oting
and grading, construction of curb, walks and bicycle paths, placing of
drainage and water lines, processing existing tOpsoii', seeding of lawn
areas, and transplanting of trees. A connecting walk to the p'edestriam
overpass is alse included. The other contract provides for alterations
and additions to the existing overpass connecting the I.R.T. - B.M.T.
with the main park area. The work includes the construction of a wood
decked steel structure on timber piles and a ramp at the southerly end

. of the overpass and placing of new decking on the existing structure
and other incidental work.

When completed this overpass will provide a direct connection
Trom the Willets Point elevated statlion o the ice and roller skating
rinks in the New York City Building,

The three low bidders for each of the projects ai-e:

A - For General Construction:
1. Frank Mascali & Sons, Inc.
4635 - 3rd Avenue
BI‘OD.I, N. Yc #52,211‘25
2. S8lattery Contracting Co.,Inc.
78-02  Blst Avenue
Winfield, L.I. 53,768.25
3. The Walthaw Corp.
1860 Broadwsy
New York City 56,283.50
B - Alteraticns & additions to Overpass:
1, W, E, Anderson
1015 E. 35th 38t.
Brooklyn, N. Y. $ 15,896,50
2, Nolan & McSweensy,Inc.
155 Avenus D
New York City 17,792.50
3, Thonas Rome, Inc.

8860 - 76th Avenue
Glendale, L.l 21,517.50

* % ok K
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Bids were received today bﬁ the Tribofough Bridgé
Authority at the Administration Building, Randall's Island
on Contract (P 28 for‘miscéllaneous improvement s at Jacob
Riis Park and various locations at Rockawéy Beaeh Park,
Borough of Queens.

The work af Jacob Riis Park'consists of altera-
tions to the toilet rooms including ﬁlumbing and elgctri-
cal work at the bathing pavilion; éonstruction of new
stairs leading from the boardwalk to the beach area; altera-
tions and additions to the lighting system for the dance
area adjoining the boaéﬁw&lk and éonstfuétion of a new road~
way leading to the incinerator.

The work at Rockaway Beach Park consists of the
construction of a new timber ramp on piles at the foot of
Beach 32nd Street and removal and replacement of existiﬁg
sxhaust fans including necessary incidental work in the
comfort stations at the Boardwalk and Beach 34th, 44th,
54th and 64th Streets.

The three lowest bidders for the work wera:

1. Great Bastern Construction Co.
110 West 40 Street, New York City $9,034,00

2., W. B. Anderson & Sons, Inc.
1015 East 35 Street, Brocklyn 10,421.00

3. Robert Cook
250 Bast 43 Street, New York City 10,763.,00

¥ k%
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LIEMORIAL FIAGPOLES
CENTRAL PUBLIC IIBRARY & MITCHEL SQUARE

The Department of Parks announces that funds have been made avail-
able to the City for the ersction of two flagpoles on the Sth Avenue side of
the New York Public Library as s memorial to the Honorable James Purroy Mitchel,
former Mayor of New York City.

Contract plans for the replacement of the missing wooden staff, which
fell in a windstorm, as well as its mate et the southeast cormer of the Library,
were prepared in 1337 by the Department. At that timé the necessary funds
could not be procured for the project.

However, arrangements have now been completed for financing the
installation of these flagpoles, A memorial fund was raised in 1917 for the
erection of the monument at Fifth Avenue and 90th Street in Central Park com~
memorating the distinguished services of former Mayor Mitchel., 1In accordance
with a recent court order, the Department of Parks, acting for the City of
New Tork is empowsred to prepare and award a contract for the new memorial
with the approval of the Fulton Trust Company, the present administrators of
the residue of the original fund. |

The existing wooden pole, zbout 85! high, now standing on the
library terrace near the corner of 40th Strest and Fifth Avenus, will be moved
to Mitchel Square at St, Nicholas Avenue and Broadway, New York City. Here it
will be erected on & simple granite base incised to commemorate the military
service of Major Mitchel in the first World War.

The highly decorative existing bronze and marble bases at the library
site will be reset on reinforced concrete foundations which will support the
new 957 tapered steel poles, ;E_EEQBEE*EEEEEE.Will be set in the granite
flagstone pavement af the base of each pole. The south pole will fly the
national colors and the plague will memorialize in raised letters the military
gervice of Mr., Mitchel, The pole %0 the north will fly the City flag in honor

of his services as Mayor and the bronze plaque at the base will be worded ac-

cord ingly.

* & %k &
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DODGE STATUE - BRYANT PARK

After standing in the environment of Herald Square for sixty-five
years . the bronze figure of William Farle Dodze which remained undisturbed by
the growing pains of a great metropolis has at last found repose in the rest-
ful and dignified surroundings of the Fifth Avenue Library in Bryant Park.

. Standing on a new gracefully tapered square pylon of zranite at the
northwest cornsr of the Library this finely executed memorial sculpture com-
pletes the symaetry of the triad consisting of the well known figure of
William Cullen Bryant locatad on the center line of the building and the bronge
bust of Goethe at the opposite corner. #¥illiam Barle Dodge™ has been in-
cised on one face of the granite base and the following statement appears on
the onposite side:

Erectod by
Voluntary Subscripticn
Under the Auspices of the
Chamber of Commerce
of the
State of New York
1885

Brected two years after the death of Mr. Dodse, by the group which
he served as president from 1865-1875, in comuemoraticn of his outstanding
services to the community the memorial is of special siznificance in that it
was the first to be erscted in the United States as a tribtute to eminent
philanthropy.

Relocated by the Work Projects Administration in accordance with
plans prepared by the Department of Parks the old gentlemsn resting in the
pleasant serenity of the tree-shaded library terrace must chuckle and wonder

at the wisdom of Minerva and her toiling Bell Ringers who banished Lim from

turmoil to permanent peace,.

3
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PEDESTRIAN QVERPASS
148th STREET AND WEST SIDE TIPRO VAMINT

The recently conpleted pedéstrian bridge at 148
Strecet and Riverside Drive, designed to facilitate access
to the recreational areas along the waterfront in Riverside
Park, was opened to the public this morning.

This na. and direct approach from Rivergide Drive
eliminates the old circuitous access by way of the narrow
footbridge a few hundred feet to the north.

A mortion of the existing semi~circular stairwaey
flanking the old stone-faced overlook was rehabilitated as
an arproach to the new structure? which consists of a granite
stairway leading to a steel supnorted bluestone deck. Sdan-
ning the Wev York Central Railroad tracks, the overpass is
supnorted on the west abutment by a simple granite faced
pylon. From this landing platform double stairways carry
the pedestrian through the existing passageway under the
Henry Hudson Parkway to the long battery of play areas and

waterfront nromsnade.
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ARSENAL, CENTRAL PARK Janmar 55" 1940
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The Department of Parks anncunces that, as a result of recent
mention in the press regarding the "loss" of one of the two pelicans which have
roamed the 59th Street pond in Central Park for nearly 50 years, three new young
pelicéns have been acquired,

‘ Those citizens who mourned the passing of the old-Limer will be
delighted to learn that she never was lost, but had been penned in heated winter
quarters since the Christmas holidays while her erstwhile hardisr mate contimied
to roam the iey shores of the pond.

One of the new arrivals, a South American white male; was donated
by the llew York Zoological Soéiety and comes from the collection in Bronx Park.
It has been named "Ozzie”, in honor of the Secretary of the Soeiety, lr, Fairfield
Osborn. The other two are young brown pelicans of the Floridas specie and were
donated by Mr. Rushton Peabody of Fort Pierce, Florida, These birds, one a
male named "Rushty" and the other a coy young female called "Peaby" were shipped
north by train and arrived safely and in good condition on Monday, January 22,
despité the recent cold spell that covered the Lastern States.

All the pelicans are now penned up in warm winter quarters at the
59th Street Lake, including old Bill, to whose recent solitude can be attributed
the influx of new spscimens. 1In ths Spring, when warm weather arrives, all five
will be released from their pen to sun themselves in their secluded spots and

erplore the lake with their enormous and grotesguely-shaped bills,

18
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TEL. REGENT 4-1000 _ January 24, 1941

Bids were received today by the Department of Parks at the
Arsenal Building on three contracts for plumbing, ventilating and electri-
¢cal installations in connection with the construction of a permanent swim-
ming and diving pool and dressing accommodations in the New York State
Building, Flushing Meadow Park, Queens,

The work consists of the installation of a pressure type filtra-
tion plant for the swimming pool, chemical water treatment facilities,
drainage, water supply and heating equipment. The locker and shower rooms
will be provided with a complete mechanically operated exhaust system to
assure s constant supply of fresh air.

Blectrical ingtallations will be made in the locker and shower
rooms for lighting purposes and for power control units. The stage
lighting system will be revised and the pool will be lighted by a specially

. designed underwater floodlighting system. The lighting for the stage and
pool will be centrally controlled and flocdlights will be opserated from
the diving towers located on both ends of the pool., Also included is the
redesign and addition to the public address system, part of which will also
be operated from units installed in the diving towers.

The three lowest bidders on each of the contracts submitted
were as follows:

PIIMBING:

1. Pipe & Engineering Co., Inc, $47,900,
537 Coster S8treet, Bronx, N.Y.

2. George J. Kay

2395 Flatbush Avenue, Brooklyn, H.Y. 48,950,
3. Louis Bigolet N
1145 Qcean Parkwey, Brooklyn, N. Y. 49,600,
VENTILATING:
1. Ejward Kiss, Inc.
207 East 43 Street, New York City 4,900,
2. Carroll Sheet Metal Works, Inc.
4610 70th Street, Winfield, L.I. 5,096,
d« Dierks Heating Company, Inc.
43-32 33rd Street, Long Island City 5,306.
ELECTRTCAL:

1. Simpson Electric Corporation
71 BEest 116 Street, New York City $31,780.

2. Rao Electrical Bguipment Co., Inc.
150 Bast 41 Strest, New York City 34,100,

3+ Hittner Electric Compeny, Inc.
415 Lexington Avenue, New York City 39,000,
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The Department of Parks announces that 16,537 people made
uge of the combined roller and ice skating rink in the New York City
Building in Flushing Measdow Park, during the first week of operation.
0f these, 1400 were children admitted free on Saturday morning.

There are two skating periods daily from 2:00 to 5:30 in the after-
noon end from 7:30 to 11+0C in the evening. Admission charzes are
twenty cents in the afternoon and thirty~-five cents in the evening.
The free period for children under fourteen years every Saturday morn-
ing has been lengthened to three hours, from 9:00 to 12:00 noon.
During this period no adults are permitted on the lower floor., Spec=-
tators are admitted free to the balcony at all timss, The admission
price includes the use of roller skates. A charge of fifty cents is
made for the rental of ice skates. There is no charge made for the
checking of vearing avparel.

On the skating floor level there is a cafeteria where food
‘and refreshments are sold to skaters at reasonable drices. A repair
shop 1s also provided vwhere skates are sharpened and necessary eguip-
ment purchased.

Special PYograms for both the ice and roller skating sessions
are now being planned by the department and will soon be put into ef-
fact. On Thursday night, January 23rd, at 7:00 P.M. the Senior
Novice Events of the Silver Skates Tournament will be held on the
ice skating rink. These events will teke place between 7:00 P.M. and

8:15 P«M. After these events are held, the rink will again be thrown



oven to skaters for the evening period.

The City Building can be reached conveniently from any
point in the city. The following transportation lines are avail-
able:

l. IRT, B and 2nd Avenue Lines to 11lith Street Station,

2. TFlushing-Ridgewood Trollsy to 58nd Avenue, walk one
Plock north to park.

3. Triborough Bus Q- 23 f{o Hlst Avenue.

4. Independent Subway ~ Queens Line to Woodhaven Boulevard

| and transfer to Bus § - 23 to Sist Avenue.

5. North Shore Bus Qr44 from West Farms Road and Boston
Road, Bronx, to Main Street, Flushing. Ia Guardia
Fieid Bus from Main Street Flushing, to Administra-

{t{ion Gate.

The World's Fair erounds can be entered at the following
gates:
111th Strest and 54th Avenue

Roosevelt Avenue, east of Grand Central Parkway.
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The Depeortient of Parks anncunces thet it will conduct the
finals of the first National Incoor Singles Paddle Temnis Championsiips
in coomnsration with the United Stoies Paddle Tennis Associstion on Sutur-
aay, Februery 22, 1941, Some of these Tinals will probably be held at
the City Building, Flushang llesdow Parii, Queens.

Tae divisions of this tournament wre as follows:
4 - BOYSICHAGPTONSIIPE (for boye wio have act reached %Lhneir 15th birthday)

GIRLS! CHAUPIONSHIPS (for ;irls who hove not ve-ched their 15th birthday)

B -
C - BOYS! INTEREDIATE CIAMPIONSAIPS (for hoys who have not resxched their
' 18th birthday)
D - GIRLS' INTERMEDIATS CHACPIONSAI?S (for girls who khave not reached taeir
18th birthdey)
E - MEi'S CHAWPTIONTHIPS (oven to «ll men)
F - WOMEN'S CHARPIONSIIPS {oren to 511 women )

Preliminary wmatches for entrants from Park Depariment piaygrounds
ere taking pluce at the present time and will continue through Februcry 15
at the following Park Department pnlay centers:

Highhridge Pley Center, Amnsterdsu Avenue and West 189 Street,
Manhatten

Coloninl Ploy Center, Bradhurst Avenue snd West 146 Street,
ianhaotan

Sunset Play Center, & Avenue znd 44 Street, Brooklyn

Red Hook Play Center, Henry Street on Gowanus Canal, Brooklyn
Betsy Head Pley Center, Horizinson and Dwmont Averues, Brooklyn
fleGarren Play Center, Drizgs Avenue and Lorimer Street, Brooklyn
Crotona Play Center, East 173 Street and Fuiton Avenue, Bronx

Cromwell Center, Murroy Hulbert Avenue, Tompikinsville, Richauond -



-2 -

Of course, all other participants, whether they enter the tourna-
ment aé individuals or as representatives of orgunizations may qualify by
taking nart in the eliminations contests conducted by their organizations
or local district clubs. |

Besides the finals on Februsry 22, all the quorter finals anc
semi~finals will be held on Park Department courts during the week of
Februsry 16,

While no entry fee will be churged, entry blanks may be ob-
tained by applying cither to the Director of Recreation, Department of
Purks, The Arsenal, Central Park, New York City, or to the United States
Paddle Tennis Association, 312 East 30 Strest, New York City.

Prizes will be awurded to the winners of each division.

The four semi-finaiiste in the went's division and the two women
finzliste of the National Outdoor Singles Paddle Tennis Chempionsiips,
1940, will gzive =n exhibition of the game at the Park Depoertment Play
Center, located =t the Betsy Head Pool Building, Hopkinson end Dumont
 Avenue, Brooklyn, on Saturdaf, Jonucry 18, at 2 P.Ji, Admission is free
and everyone interested in paddle tennis, porticularly in view of the
coming indoor tournament, is invited to this demonstration by last year's

outdoor champions,

EolE
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January 17,1941
NEN JEMSE STATE BUILDIKG

FLUSHING MEADOW PARK

Ceremonies in connection with the formzl conveyance of the
New Jersey Building to the City of New York by the State of New Jersey
will take place at Flushing Neadow Park on Friday, January 17th as an~
nounced today dy officials of the Department of Parks.

At 12:30 o'clock Mr. George de Benneville Keim, Chairman of
the New Jersey World's Fair Commission will unveil & bronze plague
which in addition to recording the historiecal significance of the ori-
ginal structure, will stand permanently as an expressicn of goed will
between these neighboring states, Governor A. Harry Moore of the State
of New Jersey will present the deed of conveyance tc¢ Newbold Morris,
who will accept the gift for the City of New York.

In addition to the active participants the following officials
will alsc be present: Members of the NNew Jersey Worldt!s Fair Commission;
Colonel Hugh Kelly, Architect of Building; Representatives from various
New Jersey Industries; Representatives from WOR, including Uncle Don who
broadeast from building during Fair; Commissioner Moses; Commissioner
Valentine; Grover Whalen, and others.

The new plaque which is similar to the deseriptive marker used
at the Fair has been mounted on the south wall of the north wing snd is

inscribded as follows:



1939 1940
NEV TERSEY EXHIBIT

NEW YORK WORID'S FAIR

RFPLICA-OLD BARRACKS
TRENTON, NEW JTERSEY

BUILT IN 1758 FOR BRITISE TROCPS SENT TO FIGHT IN TEE
FRENCH AND INDIAN WAR., OCCUPIED DURING THE REVOLUTION
AT DIFFERENT TIMES BY BOTH BRITISHE AND CONTINENTAL
TROOPS. -DONATED BY THE STATE OF NEYW JERSEY TO TEE CITY
OF HEW YORK AS A PERNANENT EXPRESSION OF GOOD -'ILL.

The existing building, a fine replica of the pre-Revolutionary
War Barracks located in Trenton, New Jersey, was built by the New Jersey
Worldts Fair Commission, of nermanent materials. Of north Jersey Colonial
Architecturs, the Barracks is a two-story, gable~roofed structure about
70 feet by 150 feet with two short wings forming a brosd, shallow entrance
court.

The harmonious colors of the 8 inch stone walls were attained
by using the red and brown shale which is characteristic of the Trenton
sité. A flegstone paved porbtico with wooden floor balcony lines the
three walls of the court and is supported by 14 thin wooden square columns
reaching %o the eaves line. Typical colonial detail is found in the
wide double entrance doors, the several double hung multipaned windows,
the narrow slate roofed dormers and the six massive chimmeys,

The building which will be used to house a permanent police
precinct for the 1216 acre Flushing Meadow Park now under construction
will be located near the east boundary at the interseciion of Lawrence

Street and Horace Harding Boulevard.

* ok Nk
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The Department of Parks announces a change in the policy of
operation of Highbridge play center located at 173 Street and Amsterdam
Avenue.

Up to the present, this has been operated as a recreation
cenber for young folks., Starting January 13, the program was expanded
to include activities for the adult population of the neighborheood in
accordance with the following schedule.

Facilities will be open weekdays from 10 A. M. to 12 noon as
a play area for children over four years of age; from 2 P, M« tc 6 P. M.
as a play center for children under 17 years of age; and from 7 P. M.
to 10 P. M. for adults, Men will have the use of the gymnasium on
Tuesdays and Thursdays and the auxiliary rooms on Mondays and Wednesdays.
Women will have the gymnasium on Mondaysand Wednesdays, and the auxiliary
roomg on Tuesdays and Thursdays.

Friday evenings will be open to all for special features,
such as basketball games and dances, educational moving pictures,
lectures and amateur s?ows.

On Ssbturdays, Sundays, and holidays, the center will he open
from 10 A. M. t0 6 P. M, as a general recreational area.

The Park Department extends a cordial invitation to adults to
visit and inspect this facility and to take part in the activities
arranged for them, There will be no charge connected with any function

at the above center.

* %k * ok
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For Release__ Saturday P.M.

The Department of Parks announces in conneetion with the ide
and roller skating rinks st the New York City Building in Flushing
Meadow Park on Sunday, January 12, at 3:30 P.M. the following progrems

Introduction ~ George E, Sparge, Executive Officer, Department of Parks

National Anthem
Sung by Misas Lucy Monroe

Unfurling of Flag

SPEAKERS

Hon, Robert Moses, Commissioner of Parks, Chairmasn
Hon, George U. Harvey, President, Borough of Queens
Hon. Joseph McGoldrick, Comptroller

Hen, Newbold Morris, President of the ity Council
Hon. Fiorellc H. LaGuardia, Mayor

I R T

Solo Skating Exhibition by
Mise Dorothy Goos
Pair Skating Exhibition by
Miss Dorothy Goos & Fdward Le Malre
Solo Skating Exhibition by
Eiward LeMaire
Solo Skating Exnibition by
Miss Charlotte Walther
Pair Skating Exhibition by
Miss Sandy MacDonald & Harold Hartshorm
Nations)l Dance Chempions
Group Skating BExhibition by
New York Skating Club
Roller Hockey
Rinks Open to Publice

The ice skating exhibitions were arranged by Hon. Newbold Morris,

Iney Monroe, the "Star-Spangled Soprano®™, and star of the World's
Fair "jmerican Jubilee" will sing the national anthem. Miss Monrce, a
concert and operatic star of note, returns from a concert engagement in
Washington, D. C., expresaly to sing the "Star-Spnagled Banner® at the
opening cerémonies in Flushing Meadows. It is a sentimental occasion
for this lovely singer for she sang the national anthem four times a day
in the stirring finale of the "Jubilee” during the six and & half months
the 194C Fair was in progress.

All of those participating in the sksting exhibition are members
of the New York Skating Club and most of them are participating in the
Eastern States Figure Skating Championships now being held at Rye, New
York. Some of the top ranking figures in this competition will be seen
at the Flushing Meadow rink through the courtesy of the New York Skating

Club.

Jenuary 11, 1941
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DEPARTMENT OF PARKS
ARSENAL. CENTRAL PARK For Release___Saturday, -

@

Bids were received today by the Department of Parks at the

. Arsenal Building on three contracts for gseneral construction, lighting

and planting the addition to City Park at Flushing Avenue and Elliot
Place, Borough of Brooklyn., The work will be done in comnection with

the proposed Fort Greene Housing Development to be located in the vicinity
of the Brooklyn Navy Yard., The property has been scquired by the New
York City Housing Authority for park use. The present St. Blwards Straset
between Park and Flushing Avenues will be pérmanently closed and will

be ineluded in the park area, Construction costs will be paid for out

of Housing Authority funds. This is the first time that recreation
facilities for the neighborhood have been provided as part of the housing
development in connection with the constitutional asmendment approved at
the last Constitutional Convention.

The work comprising the development of the new perk addition
congists of regulating, grading, comstruction of curdb and ﬁalk, arection
of fencing and benches, water and drainasge lines, planting trees, top-
50iling and seeding of lawn areas and the installation of all facilities

for providing a complete lighting system.

Janucry 11,1944

The three loweat bidders on each of the contracts wers as follows:

GENFRAL CONSTRUCTION

1. Harlem Contracting Compeny, Inc. $43,481.25
44 Exchange Place, New York City

2. Melwood Construction Corporation 46,944,950
507 Fifth Avenue, New York City

3+ Frank Mascali & Sons, Ine, 48,608,950
4634 Third Avenue, New York City



® &

PLANTING

1. Henry J. Tamke $5,697.65
475 Fifth Avenue
New York City

2. Grand View Nurseries 5,768,70
6 Grandview Avenue
Mt. Vernon, N, Y.

3+ Roman landscape Contracting Co. 6,218.60
551 Fifth Avenue
New York City

LIGHTING

1. BEdward Zwicker Corporation $2,056,00
415 Lexinegton Avenue
New York City

2. Jandous Electric Equipment Co.,Inc. 2,095,00
210 Rast 40 Street
New York City

3, Supreme Flectric Equipment Ce.,Inc. 2,100,00

27-3% Jackson Avenus
Long Island City

¥ %k ¥ %
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DEPARTMENT OF PARKS

ARSENAL, CENTRAL PARK For Release Thuraday,
TEy REGENT 3-—1000 January 9 , 1941

Bidg were received today by the Department of Parks on

a contract for lighting the first seetion now under contract in
. the development of Flushing Meadow Park, between 72nd Road and

the subway yard in the area abutting the Grand Central Parkway
Extension. |

The work under this contract consists of the installa-
tion of all underground splice boxes, conduit, cable and lighting
fixtures necessary to provide a complete park lighting system
for the area,

The three lowest bidders for the project weres

1, Elco Installation, Inc, $5,321,00
345 East 23 Street, New York City

2« T. Frederick Jackson, Inc. 5,370,00
25 West 43 Street, New York City

3. Supreme Electrie Fguipmsnt Co., Inc. 5,500,00

27=33 Jackson Avenue
Long Island City

* k kX%
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January 8, 1941

The Department of Parks announces the opening with ceremonies of
ice and foller skating rinks in the New York City Building at Flushing
Meadow Park, Queens, on Sunday, January 12 at 3:30 P, M,

This is the first unit of that part of Flushing Meadow Park occupied
by the Fair to be opened to the public, Immediately after the closing of the
Fair on October 27, 1940, the various city departments began the removal of
their exhibits. A contract was let to remove temporary construction and to
build the roller skating rink 150 feet long and 116 feet wide. The ice
skating rink 178 feet long by 116 feet wide was built as part of the building
when it was constructed in 1938, The rinks are aseparated by a 12 foot walk,

There will be daily afterncon and evening skating sessions. On
Saturday mornings children under 14 years will be admitted free of charge.

Charges for the other sessions will be 20 cents for the afterncon
period at 2:30 P,M., and 35 cents for the evening period at 7 P.M, Admission
price will include the use of roller skates. A charge of Tifty cenmts will be
made feor the rental of ice skates. Patrons may bring their own ice and
roller skates but rollers must be suitable for wooden floors., No charges will
be made ior the checking of wearing apparel.

There will be a cafeteria where food may be bought at reasonable
prices and a skate shop will bs provided where sketes msy be sharpened and
necessary equipment purchased,

For the opening Newbold Morris, President of the City Council, haa
arranged an ice skating exhibition by the members of the New York Skating

Club ineluding Charles G. Meyer., Besides Mayor La Guardia, Newbold Morris



and Borough President George U. Harvey will participate as speakers, Park
Cormissioner Robert Moses will preside as chairman, After the opening
ceremony voth rinks will be open to the public for skating for the remainder
of the afternoon session,
The_city Building in Flushing Mesdow Park may be reachsd by
l, T.R.T., B.M.T. and 2nd Ave. Lines tc Willets Point Station
or 11llth Street Station.
2., Flushing Ridgewood Trolley to 52nd Avenue, walk one block
nerth to park.
3. Triborough Bus § -~ 23 to 5lst Avenues,
4, Indapendent Subway - Queens Line to Woodhaven Boulsevard and

transfer to Bus @ ~ 23 to 5lst Avenuses,

The park may be entered at the following gates:
illth Street and 54%h Avenus,

Horace Harding Boulevard, 800 feet east of the Grand Central
Parkway.

Roecsevelt Avenue, east of Grand Central Parkway.

* % % % kK X



. T . . .

6

Form 26-10M-102240 oo 114 ' “

DEPARTMENT OF PARKS

ARSENAL, CENTRAL PARK For Release Friday
1

TEL. REGERT 4—1000

Tan, 3, 1941

The Department of Parks announces that special recrea-
tional activities are sgcheduled for thres Park Department play-
grounds during the month of January, 1941, in commemoration of
their official opening %o the puﬁlic.

The program of these anniversary celebrations will in-
clude demonstrations of recreational activities, group games,
team games, exhibitions of handcraft. Weather permitiing, novelty
ice gkating events will be scheduled in the wading pools, which
aré used for ice skating during the winter months.

The January schedule for playsround birthday parties is

as Tollows:

Borough Playground and location Qpened Time of Celebratiocn
Brooklyn. leiv Eiriksson, 8 Avenue & 1/15/35 2:00 P.M,

66 Street
Queens Junction Boulsvard, 39 Avenue 1/3/38 2:00 P.M.

and 96 Street
Bronx East 136 Street & Alexander 1/16/40 230 PuMa

Avenue
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